COU,NCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
/ NOTICZ
April 13, 1977
D.C. Law 1-118

"O0fficial Correspondence Regulations”.

H|

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of CO*QﬂD Sal
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, (PL 93-188)
the Act, the Council of the District 0f Columbia acdopted Bill
No. 1-341 on first and second readings November 22, 1976 and
December 7, 1876, respectively. Following exgiratisn c¢Z the
ten-cay peribd orovided the ﬁayor, in which no action was taken,
pursuant to Section 404 (e) of the Act, this legislation was

assigned Act No. 1-211, published in the Januvary 28, 1977,

ecition of the D.C. Register and transmitted to both Eouses of

Concress for a 30-day review, in accoriance with Section €02
(c) (1) of the Act.

The Council of the District of Cdlumbia herety gives
notice that the 30-day Congressicnal review period has expired

nd, therefore cites the following legislation as D.C.

PL;V CXzZR
Cha_-“an o’ the Council

Law 1-118, effective April 7, 1977.

(Ref. 23, D.C. Reg., 5109, January 28, 1977



D.C. LAW

1-118 :

/ i

IN TEE CQUNCIL OF TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMSIA

April 7, 1977

To regulate the use of official mail by public officials,
officers anéd employees of the District of Columbia
government. - .

BE IT ENACTED BY THEE COUNCIL Or THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

That this act may be cited as the "Official Correspondence

Recgulations”.

Sec. 2. For the purpose of this act, the term -
(a2) "Agency" includes all departments, enﬁities,
agencies, offices or other subdivisions 0of the executive

and legislative branches of the government of tﬁe District

of Columbia as well as all independent boards, commissions,

agencies, or other independent entities;

(b} "Director" means.the director or head of the

D.C. Department of General Services, or its successor agency;

or his or her designated égent; 4 -

(c) ;Gove:nment emgloyee" includes memkers of any
board or commission appointed by thé Mayor or Council,

officers or employees pzaid by appropriated or grant Zund



acting in an official capacity;
(d) "Mass mailing" means the transmission through

+he mail furing any 30-day period of mecre than 160

(£) "0fficial mail" mszans =ha mail which is ei=har
prepaid or postpaid by any branch, &Sivision er sther agency

0f the govarnment of the District of Columbiz.

+han the following:
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{6) The material contains information ralating %5
th2 activities of the agzncy or to the availability of
agency publications or other cdocuments;

{e}) The enclosurzs are forms, blanks, ca2rds, or
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to pay for the use of telagrams, night letters, mailgrams or
similar zypes of mail, excegt in em2rgency circumstances and
as provided by regulations promulgated gursuant +o
subsection (£) of +his secticn.

(v) Zavelopes or other nmaterizls described oy
section 4 of this act may not te useéd %0 =nclose maiarialsg,

Socuments or other articles =xcest those snumiarated in

-



sa2ctions 3 and 8 of whis zc% or other matarials ncc
prohikiced by section 7 of this ack.

(c) Funds administered by District azancies may not
be used -0 pay the postage of materials whose enclosurss 2o
not conform +£o0 the requirsments set forth in section t¢ of
this act unless the head of the agency mailing the material

certifies to <he Dirzctor of the Departmen= 0f Genesral

() The Director may inspect and return %o the

agency any mail which, in his or her judcment, fzils
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the requirement of the acht or the reculations promulgated

pursuant to this act. Under reculations promulgatsd



Y

councilis

Sec. 7. in elected officizl may nct mail, as official
mail, any mass mailing within th2 90-Ziay pericé tha=x

10 which such official is a cancifzata for gffica,

{1) dutobiocraphicsl articles;
{2) Political cartébns:

{3) Pefecences %0 past or futurs campaicns:
{8) Anncuncements of filings for re-elaction;
{S) Announcsmen+ts of cempaign schedules:

(6) Anrnouncements of politic2l or parzeisan
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Sec. 8. The provisions of section 7 2f thi
orohibit an elected cfficizl or his o her stafsé

mailing, as cfficial mail, any of %the Zollcwina

(13

(a) The whole or par+ of any record, spsech,

{E) The tabulz:ion of an cfficial's voss cr

explanztion thereof
(c) Matier which excrzsszes condclences
who has suifered a loss or congratulatisns

who has achieved scme perscn cor pubklic distincs

PROVIDEID, Tha%t mass mzilincs of 2 congresulztor
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which are susstantially the same excapt for individualized
adéresses z2re nct authorized.

(3) Information concerning the 9f£ficials' schedula

0of meeting constituents;
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{2) Information concernin

for committee and subcommitteas upon wihich the
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{£) Information concerning financial disclesurs

information, whethsr or noct zZeguirsd by law;

local laws, rTegulakticns or publications pziéd for by publis
funds;

{h) Questionnaires which relate Zo matiars
raspecting public policyv or administration; 2né

(1) Matter which contains pictures 9f +the mamber.2rc
biograpghical or autobiographical data whenever sach matser

is mailed in ra2spons2 to a specific rzguest therafor,

K¢

Sec. 9. (a) . Zwcept as o%he:wise orovided in this z2c%, a
person who, &t the :time 0f the mailing, is not a2 govaromen:
employee and who mails or attempis +0 mail matsrials,
documents, or othsr itsms as offiicial mail shall ba Sined an

not exceeding 3187 or confined for a =2rm not
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ng one year,
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xceed
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{b) = Any p=arson who willfullvy violatss zny provisicn of

ct

this ac
confined for a term not exceecding one year, zlus double
amount of mon2y incidsntal o ths unlawful mailiag,

Sec. 10{a). Any person who by resascn o ignorancse,

(o) Any perscn who willZfully violatz2s crovisions

’

P

+his act skhall ke subject *o a fine not excesding 51,900

of money incidan%2l to the unlawful mailine.

Sa2c. U.. Money inuring %0 &£h2 Disirict 35 a result o
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the fines Imposed undar secition

shall be subject t0 2 fine ndt sxceeding 31,000 or

deposized in the Treasury of the UYnited Stz2i2s o the cradi

of the District of Columbia or in any other Aspository
designated by the Council.

Sec. 12. This act shall kecome effective on Julvy 1,
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Secconsideres by Ceuncil
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