COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMEBRA
NOTICE
May 1L, 1977
D.C. Law 1-128
"Act to Preserve the Habitability of Rental Units
Subject to Notice to Vacate".
Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Govermment and Governmental Rescganizartion Act, (PL 93-158) the Act,
the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bill No. 1-350 on iirst
and second readings October 12, 1976 and November 23, 1976, respectively.
Fpllowing expiraticn of the ten-day period provided the Mayor, in which
no action was tzken, pursuant to Section 404 (e) of the Act, this legislation
was assigned Act No. 1-223, published in the February 11, 1977, edition of
the D,.C. Recister and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for a 30~
day review, in accordance with Section 602 (c){l} of the Act.
The Council of the District of Columhia hereby gives notice
that the 30-day Cengressional review period has expired and, therefore,
cites the following legislation as D.C. Lav{/l—lza, effective April 23, 1977.
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(Val. 23, D,C. Register, 5952, Tebruary 11, 1977)




D.C. LAW
1-129

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

April 23, 1577

To protect the habitability_bf rental units subkject to
notices to vacate, and for other purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT QF COLUMBIA,
That this act may be cited as the "Act toc Preserve the
Habitability of Rental Units Subject to Notices to Vacate",
Sec. 2, Notwithstanding any other provision of law
except sections 3 and 4 of this act, no person shall, during
the period cf time after the giving of a notice to wvacate
any rental unit (as defined by the District of Columbia
Rental Accommodations act of 1975) and before the actual
vaecation of such unit, cause any alteration to the
structure, plumbing apparatus, or electrical apparatus of
the housing accommodation {as defined by the District of
Columbia Rental Accommodations act of 1975) in which such
unit is located, the result of which alteration is to cause
'SuchEIEHtal uhi% to come to be in substantial vieclaticn (or.
if already i? substantial viclation, to be in greater
violation) of the Housing Regulations of the Distriect of

Columbia for a period of time in excess of twenty=four (24)
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hours; PROVIDED That, it shall not he a q;fense to an
allegation of a violation of this section that the notice to
vacate was invalid.

Sec. 3.. Section 2 of this act shall not apply to any
person perferming any-alteration upon any housing
accommodation if the tenants of unvacated rental units,
which are the subject of notices to vacate and which can
reasonably ke expected to be caused hy the alteration to
come to he in substantial vinlation (er, if already in
substantial viciatinn, to be in greater violation) of the
Housing Regulations of the District of Columbia for a period
of time in excess of tweniy=four (24) hours, agree in
writing to the alteration after receiving written notice of
the alteration and its effect upon the habitability of the
affected units.

Sec., 4. The MNayor of the Nistriet of Columbia, or his
designee, nay grant an exemption from the provisions of
section 2 of this act in the event he, or his desicnee,
inspects a housing accommodation wherein there ars unvacated
units subject to a notice to vacate and finds that a
Pproposad alteration, while it may cause such a ren+al unit
to come to be in substantial violatien (cr, if already in

substantial viclation, to be in greater vislation) of the
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lousing Regulations of the District of Columbia for a period
of time in excess of twenty-Zour (24) hours, is
nevertheless, necessary for the immediate safety of the
habitants of the accomﬁu&ation.

Sec. 5. Any person vioclating section 2 of this act
shall be imprisoned for not more than 10 days, fined not
more than 5300, or both,

Sec. 6. This act shall +take effect pursuant to section
E02 (c) of the District of Columnbia Self-Government and

Governmental Reorganization Act.
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