D.C. LAW 1=-22
In-the Council of the District of Columbia

October 21, 1975

To establish for the District of Columbia a Commission on the Arts and
Humanities, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Council of the District of Columbia,
That this act may be cited as the "Commission on the Arts and

Humanities Act®”.

Authority to the Council to Act
Sec. 2. The enactment of this act by the Council is done pursuant
to the authority vestedvin the Council under Sec. 404 (b) of the
District of Columbia Self=Government and Governmental Reorganization
Act. “ , -
Definitions
Sec. 3. As used in this act =
(1) The term "Mayor"” means the Mayor of the District of
Columbia established under section 421 of the District of Columbia
Self-Government and Governmental Reorganization Act.
(2) The term "Council® means the Council of the District of
Columbia established under section 401 of the District of Columbia
Self-Government and Governmental Reorganization Act.
(3) The term "Commission” means the Cormission on the Arts
and Humanities established by section 4 of this act.
(4) The term "arts" includes but is not limited to music
(instrumental and vocal), dance, drama, folk art, creative writing,

architecture and allied fields, painting, sculpture,
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photography, graphic and craft arts, industrial desiagn, costume
and fashion aesiqn: moti&n pictures,.television, radin, tape and
sound recording, and the arts related to the presentation,
. performance, execntion, exhibition of those major art forms, and
the study and applicatioq of the arts to the human environment,

(5) The term "ﬁumanities” includes, but is not limited to, the
studv of the following: langquage, both modern and classical:
linquistics; literature; history; jurisp}udence: nhilosophv;
archeoloqy; comparative religion; ethics; ;he histor&, criticism,
theory; and practice of the arts: those aspects of the social
sciences which have humanistic enntent and employ huranistic
methods; and the study and apnlicatimn of the humanities to the
human environment with partinulér attention to the relevance of
the humanities to the current conditions of national life,

Fstablishment of the Commission

Sec, 4(a) In order to evaluate and initiate action on matters
relatina to the arts, to encourage programs and the development
of programs which promoﬁe progress in the arts, there is
established, in the Office of the Mayor, in the hDistrict of
nolumbia,'a commission to be known as the Cormission on the Arts
and Mumanities, The Cormmission shall cnrnsist of eighteen members
appointed hy the Mayor, with the advice and cnnsent of the
Council, Fach member aprointed to the Commission shall be a
person wpo has displaved an interest or an abilitv in one of the
varinus fields of the arts or humanities and/or has been active
in the furtherance of the arts or humanities in the District of

folumbja, Members shall be aprointed to ensure that they are
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representative of all the various qenaraphic areas and

neighborhonds within the Distrirnt of folumbia,

(b) Members of the Commission shall serve terms of three
years; eXcept, oFf the members first anpointed, gix members shall
he appointed for one year, siy members shall be appninted for two
vears, and six shall be aobpointed for three years, as determined
by the Maynr, Members of the Commission may be reanpninted, bu£
cannot serwve more than two consecutive terms, Terms shall
regularly begin on 1 July and end on 3N June of the respactive
calendar years, including the members first appointed,

(c) Should a vacancy occur, a successor shall be apponinted
by the Mavor within 30 days, with the advice and consent of the
’Council tn serve until the end of the term nf the member whom
that’succnsscr succeeds, Failing to receive the nomination
within the 39 days, the Council shall abpoint a person‘to £111
the vacancy. Members of the.Pommissinn on the Arts and
Fumanities established under quanization Order nuﬁber 74=4 of
January 7, 1774, issued bv the Cormissioner of the nistrict of
Poluﬁbia, shall continue to serve unti? tﬁe memhers of the
Commissinn established under this act are appointed and qualifv,
_"he Mayor shall nominate members to the new cormission within
thirty davs of enactment of this act,

(d) The Mayor shall nominate the chairperson for the
Cormission,

(e) Members of the rommission shall serve without
compensation, but shall be entitled to receive, in accordance

with applicable NDistrict of Columbia requlatinns, reimbursement
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for expenses incurrad while actually nerforming dutims vested in
the Commission.
Powers of the Commissinn
Sec, 5. The Commission shall -

{a) take action concerning the needs of the residents
of the District éf Colurbia for activities in the arts and
humanities, and concarning the develonment and improvement of
activities in the arts and humanities in the District of
Columbia;

(b) prepare an annual plan of artistic projects and
productions in the District of Columbia meéting the
requirements of seqtions 5(c) and 5(q) of.the National
Foundation on the Arts and Humanitiss Act of 1573, and act as
tﬁe designated State agency for the nNistrict of Columhia, as
referred to in Section 5{g) (2) (A) of the Foundation on Arts
and Humanities Act of 1965, as,ameﬁded;

(c) make grants to individuals and groups of
"individuals for projects and profuctions in the arts and
humanitias;

(d) cooperate with governmental departments and
agencies, private organizations, and residents of the
NDistrict of Columbia to dewvelop and undertake procorams which
will encourage maximum participation in activities in the
arts and humanities and promote qreater avpreciation and
enjoyment of the arts and humanitiess .

(e} accept gifts, contributions and bequests nf money

and proverty tn carrv out the purposes of this act, which
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gifts shall be deposited in any depository in compliance with
the 1aws.of the NDistrict of rolumbias

(£) bé nﬁpowered to appoint advisory panels in the
various fields of the arts and humanities, as the Commission
may deem necessary, the members of which shall serve without
compensation; |

(g) adopt and modify by-~laws and be empowered to adopt
recqulations as authorized by law.’

Administration of the Commission

éec. 6(a) There shall be an executive director for the
Commission who shall be appointed bv the tommission, ™he
executive director shall be the chief administrative officer of
the Commission and shall be responsible for supervising the
remainder of the staff of the Commission.  He.shal1 report
regularly to the Commiséion on his activities, The executive
director shall receive annual compensation fixed in acecordance
with chapter 51 of mitle 5, U.S. Code.

(b) The Commission shall meet monthlv, except when a measting
is cancelled by the chairperson and a majority of the Cormission,
" Special meetings of the Commission may be called by the Mavor,
Council, chairperson of the Commission, or upon the request of
five members of the Commission,

{c) The Cormission shall prepare and submit to the Mayor an
annual budget to he included’in the reqular budget process of the
District of Columbia developéd in accordance with subpart 1 of
Part D of Title IV of the District of Columbia Self-Governrent

and Governmental Reorganization Act.
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{d) m™he cChairperson shall submit tn the Mayor and the
Council the annual reports of the Commission's activities, and
its plans, racommendations, and mnroiections for the followina
year, These reports shall accompany the budget request in sub-

section 6(c).

Miscellaneous

Sec, 7{(a) The Mayor shall instruct the nffice of Management
and Rudget Systems to coordinate with the Commission the
establishment of a bonkleeping and achuntinq systen to alimw for
swift transference of qgrants ronies from the nNistrict Government
to a recipient, and shall instruct+ that 0ffice, in concert with
the Commission, to establish a voucher system whish would alsn
‘allow for the swi€t transference of funds from the District
Government to orant recipients,

(b) Nominees for the Commission'shall he residents of the
District nf Columbia..

{(c) The Commission qhdll establish procedures in its bv-laws
to ‘handle conflicts of interest in the awarding of grants, when
any commissionar has either a structural or fiduciary
relationship with a grantee,

Repealers

Sec, 8, The order of the Commissinn of the District of
Columbia, numbered 74~4, issued January 7, 1974, is hereby
repealed and the Commission on the Arts and Humanities
established by that order is abolished, All property, records,

and uexpended balances of'apnropriations and other money
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available to that Commissionn on the Arts and Pumanities is

transferred to the rommission established by this act.
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