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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

NOTICE 

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of C olumbia Self-

overnment and Governmental Reorganization Act, PL 93-198 , (the Act), 

e Council of th e District of Coiumbia adopted Bill No. 1-106 on first 

nd second readings June 17, 1975, a nd)uly 1 , 1975 , respective l y. 

ollowing the signature of the Mayor on July 25, 19 75., this legis lation 

as assigned Act No. 1-36, published in the" August 6, 1975, e d ition of 

e D. C. Register, and tra nsmitted to both Houses of Congress for a 

0-day review , in accordanc e with Section 602(c)(l) of the Act. 

The Counc ll :)f the District of Columb ia hereby gives noti·~e that 

30-day Congressional review period has exp ired and , therefore, 

tes the following legislation as D. C. Law No. 1-24 , effective 

,R 

Chairman of th r Council 
I 
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D. C. Law No. 1-24 

In the Council of the District of Columbia 

October 29, 1975 

A bill to establish an Office o n Aging and a Commission on Aging 
and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Council of the District of Columbia, 

That this act may be cited as "the District of Co lumbia Act on 

the Aging". ·i 

Title I. Statement of Purpose 
~if 

Sec. 101. It is the intent of the Council of the District o 

Columbia that the District government shall insure a full range 

of health, education, employment, and social services shall be 

available to the aged in the District of Columbia, and the 

planning and operation of such programs will be undertaken 

partnership of older citizens, fam i lies , community leaders , 

private agencies, and the District of Columbia government. 

Title II. Definitions 

Sec. 201. {a) "Office" means the Office 

section 301 of this Act. 

(b) "Director" means the Executive Director of the Offi ce o 

Aging. 

{ c) "Commission" means the Commission on the Aging created 

by section 401 of this act. 

{d) "Ag ed " means a person 60 years of age or o lder. 

{ e) "Services to the aged " means those services designed 

provide assistance to the aged, including nutritional programs, 
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transportation and legal services, heal th nnc1 financial 

ssistancc, employment and housing pro~rams, recreational 

and information, referral, and counseling 

Title III. Office on Aging 

Sec. 301. Establishment . ':'here is established within the 

Office of the ~1ayor of the District of Columbia an 

Aging. The Office shall p~ovice within th~ District 

ernment a single adr.tinistrative unit, responsible to the 

or, to administer the provisions of the Older Americans Act 

as amended), such other programs as shall be 

to it by the Mayor or the Council of the District of 

and to pronote the welfare of the aged. 

Staffincr of office . The Office shall be headed 

Director, who shall be appoi~ ted by the :·layor 

the advice and consent of the Council of the District of 

bia, from a list of not more than three names submitted to 

the Comrnission. The· Director shall devote his full time 

e duties of his officeo His annual compensation shall be 

in accordance with chapter 51 of Title 5, U.S. Code 

ting to the classification of government employees and 

be not less than a GS-15, step one. 

11 have such staff as is approved in the current District 

ent budget and Federal grants, plus any t emporary staff 

by the Office of Budget and ~anagement Systems • 

• 303. Functions of Director . In order to carry out the 

this act, the Director sha ll: 
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1. Serve as an advocate for the aqed in the District of 

Columbia. 

2. Contract with, and make grants to, public and priv~t 

agencies using Older l\rnericans Act funds, other 

received by the Office, and District govcrnnent a pp ropriated 

funds. 

3. Provide information and tcchnic~l assistance with 

respect to programs and services for the aged to the :1ayor, 

Commission on ~ging, the Council of the District of 

other District government agencies and depa~tments, and the 

community. This shall include, when necessary, contracting 

consultant assistance outside t~e District government. 

4. Consider the advice and recomr.lendations of the 

Commission in carrying out his responsibilities under this 

5. File an annual repo~t on the operation of the 

with the ~layer and the Council of the District of 

make it available to the ?Ublic . 

6. Publish a directory of services available 

through the District government and including, to the 

extent possible, sources of non-public assi~tance and 

for the aged in the District of Co.lu.-:i.bia. 

be revised at least every two years. 

- ··· - · 7. Identify areas of need for service or irnprovenent 

service and bring them to the attention of the Mayor and 

Commission, with suggestions for meeting such needs, 

conducting or funding research and demonstration projects to 

test such suggestions . 
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8. Carry responsibility for assuring necessary control, 

audit, and reporting on programs funded through the 

9. Prepare in timely fashion the state plan required under 

Americans Act and forward it to the Commission and 

approval. 

10. Develop, with the advice of the Commission, a five-year 

policies, programs, services and activities to benefit 

residents of the District of ColW'iibia. Such plan shall be 

and up-dated annually. 

304. All heads of departments and agencies of the 

government are required at least 30 days prior to 

~entation of any proposed policies or programs that will 

impact on the aged to submit such proposals to the 

comr:i.ent~ If the impact of the proposal is 

Director to be adverse, he shall file a 

finding with the :-1ayor, the Commission, and 

of the District of Colur,1bia, as well as the 

department or agency. 

Develoo~ent of standards for 9rant and contract 

consultation with the Commission on Aging 

by Section 401 of this act, the Director shall 

publish the standards that the Office will use in 

decisions on the award of grants and contracts. 

306. Transfer of positions and funds. The Division of 

to the Aging presently located within the Department of 

and all positions and unexpended funds 
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presently allocated to this Division are hereby transferred 

the new office created under Section 301 of this Act. 

Title IV. Cormnission o n li.ging 

Sec. 401. Establishment. There is hereby established 

the Executive Office of the Mayor of the District of Colurnb~ 

Commission on Aging to advise the :-layor, the Director of the 

Office on Aging, the Council of the District 

the publ ic concerning the views a nd needs of the aged i n the 

District of Columbia. 

Sec. 4 02. i1embe rship of Corrunission. The Commis sion shal 

consist of fifteen publ i c (voting) members appointed by the 

Mayor, with the advice and consent of the Council of the 

District of Col umbiao At least one-half of the membership 

the Commission shall c onsi st. of a ctua l consumers of services 

under this programp incl ud ing low incor.e, and minority older 

personsp at least in p roportion to the n unber of minority 

persons in the District of Columbia. There shall also be 

following ex-officio mernbe~s: the Directors of the Departmen 

of Human Resour ces, the Office of Sousing and Community 

Development , the Department o f Recreation, the Department 

Highways and Traffic, the Office of r,Ianpower Administration, 

Public Library; the Chief of the ~1etropoli tan Po lice Depart::ie 

(or the Director or chief of such successor agencies), e nd a 

member of the Council of the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 4030 Qualifications for membership. :tembers 

appointed with due considerat ion for fair geographical 

distribution, representation from organizat ions o f o lder 

persons, public and voluntary agencies concerned with the 
2460 
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to and members of the general public who have given evidence of 

particular dedication to and understanding of the needs of the 

At least eight rne~bers shall be 60 years of age or ovGr, 

in all must be residents of the Distr ict of Columbia. 

ia a Sec. 404., Terms of office. '.·1ember s of the Commission shall 

e serve terms of three years except, thut , of the initial 

nd five shall be appointed for a term of three years, 

e two years 1 and f ive for one year. :·!embers 

reappointed but may serve no more t han two consecutive 

al l Terms shall regularly begin on the anniversary of the 

of this act. 

Seco 4050 Apoointments to vacancies. Whe!1. a vacancy 

of on the Commission, t.he •Iayo r wi th the advice and 

s nsent of the Council of the Dist rict o f Columbia nay appoint a 

r fil l the unexpired portion of the term. No member 

to serve beyond the expiration date of his terno 

h e calendar days of development of a vacancy on the 

i ssion the Mayor fails to transmit to the Council of the 

a nomination fo r that vacancy, the Council 

the District of Columbia may make the appointmento If within 

., calendar days of submission o f a nomination for the 

Council of the Distric t.of Columbia fails to act, 

a shall be deemed con f irmed . 

Rules of procedure . The Commission shnll d~velop 

of procedurep except they shall provide, the 

meet at least eve r y other month. 

Selection of Chairocrson. The Cor.unission sh.:i.11 

Chairperson, bx vo te. 
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Sec. 408. Compe nsation. All members shal l serve without 

compensation, but expenses incurred by the Commission as a 

whole, or by its individual member s , when duly authorized, 

become an obligGt ion against appropriate District 

Federal funds designated fo r that purpose . 

Sec. 409. Staff assistance . Necessa ry staff s erv ices 

be supplied in accorda nce with positions and funding approved 

the current Distric t government budg~t. In a dd ition , the 

Director of the Office on figi n g shal l provide infor~ation and 

technical assistance as r equired under Sec . 303 . 

Sec. 410 . Functions of Comnission. The Commission 

shall: 

A. Serve as an advoc a t e fer older persons in the 

District of Columbia. 

B. Review and submit to the :tayor, the Council of the 

District of Columbia, t he Off ice on Ag ing, an annual report 

including analysi s of the needs of the a ged i n the District 

of Columbia . 

C. Cooperate with other agencies (Federal, State , 

private) c oncerned with activities pertain ing to the aged. 

D. Approve in tinely fashion the annual state plan 

required under the Older l\..~ericans Act, and subnit it to 

Mayor for transmission to the Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare. The statement of approval of the 

Commission s hal l be transr:litted to the Depnrtment of Hea lth, 

Educa tion a nd We lfare with the plan. 

E. Develop a list of not more than three persons the 

Commission recollU':lends for2~B~position o f Director of the 
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Office on ~ging , whenever t hat position is vacan t , and 

submit that l i st to the Mayor. 

F. Conduct or participa te in public hearing s a nd o t~~r 

forums to de t ermine views of older persons and . other members 

of t he public on matters af fecting the healthr safety and 

welfare of the aged in the Di strict of Columbia. 

G.. Bring to the attention of the :1ayor and the Office 

on Aging cases of negl~ct and abuse of th~ ag~d and 

incidents o f bias against t he aged in the admir.istration of 

the laws of the District of Colur:\bia. 

II. Review and cor:i.ment on proposed District and Federal 

legislation, regulations, policies and p~ograms and make 

policy recommendations on issues affecting the health, 

safety and welfare of the aged. 

I. Provide a continuing review of the activities of 

the Off ice on Aging and issue reports thereon at least 

annually .. 

Sec. 4110 The District ·cf Columbia Advisory Corr.mittee on 

g, establ ished by Organization Order ~o. 20, dated May 12, 

Order No. JS-67 , is ' hereby abolished. 

Title Vn Effective · Date 

This act shall be effective ir:irnediately at the 

of the thir~y day period (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 

days, and days on which eithe r House of Congres s is no t in 

on the date this act is subni tted to the 

res s, as provided in section 602(c) of the District of 

bia Sel f -Government and Gove r nmental Reorgnnization Act . 
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