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COUNCIL OF THE Di.STRICT OF COLUNffilA 

NOTICE 

March 1, 1978 

. 
D. C . La.w Z-41 

"Hi stor ic Motor Vehicle Act o£ 1977" 

Pursuant t o Sectio:-. 412 of t."i.e District 0£ Columbia Self-

Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, (P. L. 93-198) the 

Act, the Council of the Dis t rict oi CollllT'..i:>ia adopted Bill No. 2 - 83, on 

first and second readings July 2 6, 1977 and September 13, 1977, 

respectively. Following the signature of the !vtayor on November 2, 1977, 

the legislation was assigned Act ~o. 2 - 97, published in the November 

ll, 197 7 , edition oi t.'1e D. C. Redster and nansmitted to both Houses 

of Congress for a 30 - day revie w, in accordance with Section 602 (c)(l) 

o! the Act. 

The Couz:cil of the District of Columbia :ter eby gives notice 

t!l.at the 30-day Congressional review period has expired and, therefore, 

cites the following legislation as D. C . Law 2-41, effective F ebruary 

e~liC::J-., 
Chairman of the Council 

25, 19 78. 

(Vol . 24, D. C . Register, 3629, '.'fovember ll, 1977) 
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I~ THE C~UNCIL OF T~E DISTRICT OF CCLUM3IA 

FE3~UARY 25 t 1978 

To a~eno t ne Ois trict of Columoia Revenue ~ct of l 937 and 
Title 32 of t ne District of Columbia Rules and 
~egulati ons to provi oe f o r the reg i s tration as "Historic 
~otor Venicles • of motor vehicles ~hi cn 4re at l eas t 
twenty-fiv e yea rs oldt and for other purooses . 

3E IT EN~CTEO 8Y T~E COUNCIL OF THE O IST~ICT QF COLUMB I~ . 

That tnis act ~ay Je cited as t he "H isto r ic ~otor Veh icla 

ACt of 1977". 

Sec . 2 . r it le IV of t ne "Dis trict of Columbia Revenue 

~c: of 1~37 ''• ao? roved Augus t 17 t 1937 (SC Sta t . 679 : o. c . 

Coue , sec. 40-10 l) is amended as f o 11 o-.s: 

{a) Section l is amended by adding a ne~ subsect ion (kl 

to r ead as f o l lows: 

" (k) The ter~ ' n i s toric moto r venicle • me~ns any 

noto r vehicl e whose 11anufacturer •s .nooel ye.;ir i s a t 

least twenty-five (25) yea rs ol d or any ~o tor ~ enicle 

~h ich i s at least fift een (15) years olo and is~ ma~e 

"' "' .. . . 
~f ~o~or vehi~le no l onge r ~anufactur ed : PROVI JEJ . That 

tn~ motor vehicle has ~een or is oeing restore~ . 

preserv ed o r 11aintai ned a s an exnibition er collecto r ' s 

I tem o~caus~ of i t s scecial his t o ri cal value or 

, ' 

' • i 

.. 
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IN T!:Z CO IHIC!t Ol' Tl!E OIS!1UC'! OF CCLU!l !!Iii 
-:- - 1 r- , ' 4 ~ : ·:: 
~-- ~-' ~ -- \. 

November 2, 1977 

':o a!H!lld t~e Oist;: ic t cf Colu:ibia ?eveoue Act o1 19Ji a~d 
Titl e 32 of the Jist;:ict of Coluotia aules and 
aegua tions to provide for t!:.e registra ticn as "~isto.-ic 
:iotor Veb.icl~s" of :iotor 7ellicles • hich a=~ at lea'::;'t 
t11eoc1-=ive years cld, a..~d for othe: pur~oses . 

3E IT ElU.C'!~D 3'! ra:.: CCUNCil. Cl' TSZ DIS!3!C'I CF COLrJ:i:n.l , 

':!tat this act :nay be cited as tne "F.istccic ~otoi: '/ilhicl~ 

o.ct of 1977" . 

Sec. 2. Ti':.le I'I of the " :lis-trict of Colulll:ia Revenue 

.i.ct of 19 37", approved August 17 , 1937 (50 Stat . 679; il.C. 

Cede, sec . 40-101)_ is aaended as follcvs: 

(a) section 1 is a!Dended 'cy ad<ii;:g a n;;v s:Jt:sectioa (k) 

to rea~ a s follo•s: 

"{k ) :a~ teca 'llistoric actor vehicle' :i:eans arty 

:actor ?ehicl.e '•ho.se ::ia :iufact1lrer•s llCd el yeac is at 

lea.st t·1ent7- fiv e (25) yeacs old o: a oy !llCtcr •1 eh.J.cle 

whic'1 i.s at least fi!<:.een ( 15) yea~s old and is a aa:<e 

of :aotoc 7ehicle cc locge= ::ia~ufact ~r e<i : ?iC7IJE~, ~~a~ 

t~e motet 7enicle has been or is being re~toree , 

s~e~ial histc=ical 7alue oc 

... 
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sign i f icance, has r.ot been substaatially al tered o r 

::iod.ifiec fro ::i t3e oanufacturer ' s criqi=al ~ fecificatio~s 

and is us?.d on t ~e ?UJlic high "1ays icr the 

transportation of passen~ers e r pcope rt7 in con; unctior. 

•ith exhibitions , e~~ositicn s , ~arades , tours, cluJ 

ac t i 1i ties, or si ::iila ~ activities o c e7En ts , i~clu~inq 

trans?crtaticn directly t o or froo such .acti?i ties or 

even t s , but ia no eveot used for geceral trans?ort aticn. 

~otor vehicl es vhic~ are less tban t "1enty- five (25) 

years old but 11 hic h are fi!t een (1 5) or :uc:-e y'!lars o ld 

and "'~ic3 quaJ.if7 as historic :ic t c c •1elticles s~a ll 

include but not be li::ii -:ed to the follo'Ji :tq aa.l:es v~ic!l 

are no longer ~anufacture~: Kaisar , Rud scn, DeSo~o , 

uasb , :::dsel, Stu del:a:<er a:ld ?acl<ar'd . " · 

(bl The pai:a:;raph describing "Class f " i:1 section 3 (~) 

i s a~eade1 to reac as i ol lows: 

"Class : . ?or each :cotor 7"!!iicle c la!;si!iec by t'.:l'? 

3a7or or bis or her desig~atec age ~~ as an historic 

actor veh icle ~bic h ~eets the crit e ria €Sta~l is~ed under 

section 1 (it ) o! title IV ot the • cis trict o! Co l.umbia 

ae venue let of 1937' , a.,9roved ;. ugast 17, 1'i37 (Su s ~ a• . . 

6eo ; D. C . Code , so: c. '.lC- 101 ) , ! S. OC ." . 
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Sec. 3 . Saction 2 of the "District cf Colu:nbia 

i::otot'ized Jicycle Act", effective ~pril 7, Vi77 (O. C. La•J 1-

110) is aillecded by : 

(a) st::i:<ing " (27 ) " eac!l ?lace it a?;:o:ars ii:: su!>sectio:: 

(a) anc inser;;i:ig io lieu t lleteof 11 {31)": 

(!J) stti:<ing "(281" each place it a;:pears in subse.c;; !.on 

(2) (bl and i:i,;ecticg ia lieu thereof "(32) "; and 

(c) st.ri:<in9 " (29)", "(5c3)" , "(30)" , "(5 9} " , " (29)" lild 

" (30)" i.n subsection (J) (c) and inserting in lieu thereo f 

." (33)", "(65)", " (JU)", "{ 66 )" , 11 (32)" 11.Dd 11 (33)", 

respecti vely. 

seoclatio:is i s aoeneed as !ollc~s: 

(a} Section 1 . JO 1 of ?art c of Ch.aF ter I is a!ll eoded by: 

Pl t e :iuJJ!>eri:ig subsections ( 211) t:u::c<Jga (6c ) as 

sc!lsactions (25) tar oOJg::. (67) , r asi:ec t i •;elJ ; ao.d 

(2) inserting ia:cediatel y a.f te r s;;!; sec-:. ion (23) 

t3e follo~ing ne w subsection (2 U) : 

"(214) ' !:listoti.c i:otor Ve h ic le ' :11ea:i : any :i:otor 

ve!i.icle ~base :11an1J:acturer's ~ode1 year is a~ least 

t venty- fi1e (25) yea=s o l d or a~y ~ctor vehicle w hic~ is 

at least fi1ta en ( 15) years ol.1 a::d is a :ake c f. :note r-

Te~icl~ co lonqer 
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or ~aintained as ao exhibition er collector's iteo 

because of its special historical value or sigoificance, 

bas not ~een substantially altered er ~odi!ied !coo the 

the public highways for the t=ansportatico of passe~gecs 

or property i~ conjunction with exhihitiocs , 

ex?ositions, parades, t oi:cs , clu~ ac ti•1ities or sicilar 

activities or e;•ents, i.aclu:li~g t raospocta tioc C.irectl7 

to or froti such acti viti.es er evects, .!:i:Jt in 110 event 

used for general t::a!lsporta ':ion . ~otor 7ebicles ~bicb 

are less t~ao t~enty-five (251 yea rs old but which are 

fifteen (15) or tio:e years old and ~ hich gualii y as 

his~oric oo tor vehicles shal l include but not be Li~ited 

Kaiser, !udson , Oe!o~o, Xash , !!sel , Studebaker and 

E>ac~a .:: d." . 

lp~eadix l of Chapter !.!: is a :ieuded to read as :ollo'.ls: 

"Class : • Sisto~ic !:!otcr 1e!lic:.es . ..... 9 ~tJO •" .. 

(c) c:ia;;>t:er Iv is a:iended as follo'.ls: 

( 1) Section 4. 2C 2 of ?art B is aJlellded by: 

(l) redes~gDat~ag subsec~ions (e: a~d (f) as 

su::,sec~ :.cn.s (f) ar:d (g }, res pecti 11e1 ·1~ a~C 

: . 

A . . 
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(d) a Il e'# subsecticn (e) to read as fol!ovs; 

"(e) All ~otor vehicles r egistered in the Dis trict as 

' historic ~otoc vehicles' shall ~e ir.spected at the ti~e cf 

ia.itial reqistra tion , but after such initial inspection sec~ 

vehicles shall be exe~?t !ro3 periodic inspections by the 

Oepa :tmeat.''; and 

(2) sec. ion u. 20!; (a) is aaende:: b? acdir.g- · 

i;:ice<!iately aft2r ue words "s?ecial use ;:ape!:' t ags," 

t!le vords "historic l!lotol:' vel:.icl2 · taqs". 

(d) ?art l of er.apt er 'TI is amended b; addioq 

imcediately at the end thereof · the follcvi ng ne w section 

6 . 10!1 : 

"Sec~io n 6.i~Q - HIST03!C ~OTCB 7~3rCL!S. 

"llot11ith.s~andiil<; any ot.!:.er p:::ovisica of t!i.is 

Chapter the following rules aae regulatici'ls (except as 

sa!et :,r :-ea sons) shall govern ~r. e regui:e!:e!l t s :or 

vehicle eguip~ent on ~istoric no~or vehicles ~eing 

cpented on the streets a:id :iigh·, ays of the :>istrict i.:i 

co:ij unctio~ vith exhibi~ious, ax~ositicas , pa : aces, 

tours, club activi ties o~ si~ila ~ acti?itigs or ev~nts, 

iaclucing transpoctatioa ::i:ectl)· tc o: froa such 

.. . . ... 
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11 (i) !)le ptovi.sions co!l':ai'1ac ia sectio:i i. . 201 o~ 

Chaptet IV and in section 6 . 102 (a) of t~is Chap ter; t he 

requirenents contained in sections 6. 21 3 , 6. 2 14(a), 

6.301(1) , 6 . ti01(a) , 6 . 403 , a:io 6. 1113 of this c::iapt et:; 

the requireoent cootaiaed :.c t~e first sentence of 

section 6. 402( b) o f tnis c:a?ter ; and the pto'.:iibit:o~s 

contained i:: secticcs 6.U02("-) , 6. U02(c), 5.t: 02(c) , 

6. liO <l(a) , 6. llO <l(c) , s . uos ace S.E!OS of t b. is Cha?':er 

shall be applicable to b...istoric ~otor vehicles being 

operated- on t~e st=ee~s and :igh•ays of the· District . 

to ac:ieve o.:: c.:>aply with any equip:ient, oatet:ial or 

design standard vhicb it ~as not l egally tequi=ec to 

ac!:lie ve or cocply ;; it'.:i ·•hen i-: ·,;as !:la:iufactureci . 

" (3) .iith t!:>.e exception of t he eq;iipmezit 

restrictions specified io secticos 6 .2 24 , 6.401 (':lJ 3.:ld 

6 . 405 a= this Cha?tet , no bis-:oric ~otor v~hic!e shall 

accessory, type of ll3.:erial or design feat~re vit~ 7hich 

:na!lufact.ured .. 

"FIJ lie his-: cric ooi;or 7e:-.ic!.e s :'lall : e r;;guire:: 

l.·~. 1i~ e ~a~ 1e~.a _1_•·7 -.•~.ui.·~m.A ~0 "C~:e7o c- COll~·" u : ~~ 
. .... -.j "" - - ... "'*""' - ..... ·... """ - - - ... :'.:..: .. __ i..., 
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when it ~as :ana factured . ?erfo=~ance ~taJda =:!s s~a11 

incl ude but not be limited t o standar~s or r equireoents 

f o r exhaust and noise eaissicns and for fuel usage . 

"(5) T!ie installatio:i o:: use of additional or 

i m?r o7ed safety eguip~ent o= a hist ori.c ~otor veiicle 

vhich vas oot avai lable • hen such ootor 7ehicle 11as 

w.a.nufactui:.-ed shall not :!isgual..!. fy such ;iotcr •1e!i.icle fo= 

classificat.ioil as a histo::ic ootoi: veb. ic1.e. P.0'11'ever, 

any s uch add itional o r i:pr o•ec safety esripment. sh-all 

~e w.aintai~ed in proper O?erati~g condition vhen such 

zotoi:.- vehicle is o~e=ated on the public s ti:.-eets and 

hi.g!::.'>ays . " · 

Sec. c; . Section 1 of. c he act "'.:o p-ro•1i:ie foi: the annual 

inspection of all ~otor vehicles in the District of 

Coluabia", a??r.oved februa.r7 18, 19.38 (52 Stat . 78 ; o.c. 

Coce, sec . u0-201) is a~enced by ad~i~g be fore t~e : irs~ 

se:i.t a'1ce o: sue~ section ~:~e follo·.;inq: 

" Tbat e~cept as o~ harv ise currently pro vided i:i 

section q.202 of Chapter I~ of Title 32 of t !::.e District 

of Col~a ~ules and ~eaula!io.!1.§ or as othe= ~ise 

~erei~a:t er provided ~1 the Ccuccil cf the Oistric~ of 

Colu~bia , all ~cto r vehicles a:id trail ei:.-s registered in 

tbe o is t:ict of C:: luo!:iia. s!:a ll be i:isp ec':e'.! a :icual.17 
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Sec . 5 . ~hi s act shal~ ta~~ ~!!ect as Fr07idsd !or acts 

of t~a · council of tr.e District o: ColUll~ia in sec~ion 

602 (c) (1) of th9 " District of Colullbia Self-Gover:t!lfHl!:. a:'ld 

(97 s:a'.:. . Sill ; D.C . Co de , sec 1-147 (c) (1) J. 

. . 
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