COQUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF CCLUMBIA
NOTICE
March 13, 1977
D,C. Law 2-45

"Residential Property Tax Relief Act of 1377"

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198, "the Act',
the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bill No. 2-127 on first,
amended first, and second readings June 28, 1977, July 26, 1??1_’. and
Septernber 13, 1977, respectively. Following the signature of the Mayor

on November 2, 1977, this legislation was assigned Act No. 2-36,

published in the November 11, 1977, edition of the D.C. Register and
transmitted to both Houses of Congress for a 30-day review, in accordancs
with Section 602 (c)(l) of the Act.

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice
that the 30-day Congressional Review Period has expired and, therefore,

cites the following legislation as D, C. law 2.45, effective February 28, 1978,

/8711; - Y
STERLING TU%KER

Chairman oi th4 Council

(Vol, 24, D, C, Register, 3614, November 11, 1877)



IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
FEBRUARY 28+ 1978

To establish a property tax exemption for single=family
residential and cooperatively-owned property in the
District of Calumbpias and to provide additional circuit
preaker relief to homeowners and renters in the District
of Columbia ~ho are over 62 years of ages plind or
disableds

B8E IT EMACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE QISTRICT CF COLUMBIA,
Tnat tnis act may be cited as the "Residential Property Tax
Raliaf Act of 1977".

5ecs 2= Definitionss For the purpoeses of this act:

{l) Tha term "“single=-famiiy residential oraoperty™ means
r2al property improvad by 3 dwelling wnich is used
axclusively for non-transient residential purposes and which
conta:«ns not more than one (1) dwelling units whether as a
rowes detacheds or semi-detached structures or as a single
condominium unit in 3 declared property regimea

'{Z}=¥he trr-.*éoopnr:tiwi housing 4ssociation™ means an
AssOcCiationy un-;h-r incarporated or unincorporatedsy
orzanized for the purpose of owning and operating
residential real property in the District of Calumbias the

snarenalders or members aof whichs by reason of their

wnersnio of a3 stock or membership certificate, 3
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proprietary lease or other evidence of memberships are
encitied to occupy a dwelling unit pursuant to the terms of
2 propriatary lease or occupancy agraement.

Seac. 3. Single=Family Residential and Cooperative

Property Tax Exemptiona.

{a) For the purpose of computing taxés on real property
in the District of Columbia for the tax year beginning July
ls 1977 and ending June 20s 1978, notwithstanding the
provisions of section 421 of the "District of Columbia Real
Property Tax Ravision Act of 1974", approved September 3.
L1974 (88 Stat. l053; D.C. Codes sec. 4T=641)+ there shall be
deducted from the estimated market valua of a single=family
residential proparty the amount of six thousand dollars
{$6+000): PROVIDED. HUHE?ERt That such deduction shall not
excaed the estimated market value of that property.

{b) For the purpose of computing taxes on real property
in the District of Columbia for the tax year beginning July
ls 1978 and for each tax year thereafters notwithstanding
the provisions of section 421 of the "District of Columbia
Real- Property Tax Revision Act of 1974": approved September
3» 1974 (88 Stat. 1093; D.C. Coder swc. 47T-641)» there shall
be deductad from the estimated market value of 2 single—
family residential property which is the principal place of

residence of its cowner and from the sstimated market value
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of a rasidential property with five [5) or fewer dwelling
units which includes the principal place of raesidence of its
owner the amount of six thousand dollars ($5,000): PROVIDED.
HOWEVERs That such deduction shall not exceed the estimated
market value of the property. To determine the ownar's
principal place of residences the Mayor shall cdevise a form
for an affidavit and mail it to the owner along with the
notice of assessment required under section 425 of the
"Oiserict of Columbia Real Property Tax Revision Ast of
1974™y approved September 3, 1374 (38 Stat. 1055; O.C. Code,
sece 4T7T=64%). In order to obtain the deduction provided
under this subsection (b)s the owner shall complaete the
affidavit and return it to the Mayor within sixty (460) days
of the date such affidavit form was mailed to the owner.

Tha Mayor may verify the contents of the affidavite. The
Mayor may grant a raasonable extansion of times not to
axcead sixty (60) days» for filing the affidavit whenever in
nis or her judgmant good cCause exists tharefor.

(e)(l) For the purpose of computing taxes on real
property in the District of Columbia for the tax year
comnencing July 17.1111 and for each tax ysar thersaftery
the Mayor shall deduct from the sstimated market value of
residential real property owned by a cooperative housing

association and accupiad by the members of such association



Enrolled DREgiZh

tha amount of twaelve percent (12%) of the estimated market
value of said property: PROVIOEDs HOWEVERs That the
deduction may not exceed the amount of six thousand dollars
($6+000) multiplied by the number of dwelling units which
are the principal place of residence of members of such
associations

{2) In ;rder to cbtain the deduction provided
under this subsection (c) and to determine the principal
placa of residence of members of cooperative housing
associationss sach member shalle at such times and in such
manner as the Mayor shall prescribes complete and return the
form of affidavit provided for undnr subsaction (b) of this
section 3a Tha ha?nr may requira the officers or managers
of each cooperative housing association to distribute the
affidavit forms to its mambers and to collect the completad
affidavits from such members for return to the Mayor. 3Such
officers or managers shall supply such other information as
tha Mayor may reguires

(3 Notwithstancding the provisions of subsection

{c]tl]'nj this i-ctinn 3y for ths tax year :uun-q:ing July
le lﬂT?lﬁnlrf i!l bills ralating to residential real
prap-rtf-ﬁnncﬂ by cooperative housing associations shall not

reflect tha deduction from estimated market value provided

for in said subsection (c)(l}s Such tax bills shall be paid
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in the full amount shown therecn a4t the times provided for
in said subsection (cj{l)« The amount of the deduction shall
be datermined by the Mayor at the earliest practicable time
after receipt of the required affidavits and shall be
refunded to the owners of such propertys such refunds to be
made from current real property tax revenueés.

{d) In relation to property tax bills required to be
paid on September 15y 1977 and on March 31, 1978 by owners
of property eligible for the exemption prnvidn& in
subsection (a) of this section 3:

{1L) The Mayor shall indicate on each tax billy to
the extent feasible., thae fact and amount of the exemption
and shall anclose with such ktax bills é notice which
includes at least the following information:

(A) the amount of the deduction;

(B} the name of this act and the date on
which it was enacted by the Council of the Discrice of
Columbia; and

(C) the exact amount by which the deduction
nas'r-ductd the propsrty owner's tax bille.

. (2) Any mortgage lenders incTuding but not limited
to a :ivinq: and loan associationy a commercial bank, and a
mortgage banker which receives such a property tax bill and

pays it on behalf of the cwner of the praperty in question
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shall forward to said property owner nNot later than four (%)
months after the date on which the property tax payment is
due:
(A} a copy of said property tax bill; and
{Sf a copy of the notice required by
subsection (d)(l) of this section 3. i
{e) In relation to property %tax hi!15 required to be
paid after March 3ly 1978 the information specified in
paragraphs (d)](l)(A) and (a2)}(l)(C)} of this section 3 shall
te included on the face of each tax Dill. Nothing in this
subsaction (@) shall diminish the duty of the Mayor to
include an explanation of the exemption provided in
subsaction {(a) of this sactiuﬁ 3 on a.notice of assessments
as required by section 425(9) of the "District of Columbia

Real Property Tax Ravision Act of 1974", approved September

3y 1974 (88 Stat. 1055; D.Ce Codes s30c. ﬁ?‘ﬁ#E[QE}‘

SecCs 4. Expansion of Circuit Breaker Property Tax

Relief for Homeowners and Rantars in the Qistrict of

Columbia Who Are Over 62 Years of Agey Blind or Disabled.

Section 8 of Title ¥I of the "District of Columbia
Income and Franchise Tax Act of 1947%, approved July 14,
19647 (88 Stat. 1060; D.C. Codes sec. 47-1587g(a)(2)) is
amended as follows:

{a) Subsection (a)(2) is amended to read as follows:
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"(2)(A} Effective for taxable years beginning
aftar December 3ls 1974 and ending before January l. 1378
the percantage required under paragraph (1) of this
cybsaction [a) to be determined fFor claimants other than
elderlys blindy ar disablec claimants shall be the
parcantage specified in the following table: PROVIDED,
HOWEYER» That the credit shall not exceed thrae hundred and -
twanty dollars (5320) and: PROVIDED. FURTHER, That for tax
years beqinning on and after January ly 1977 the percentage
required under paragraph (1) of this subsection (a) for
elderlys blindy or disabled claimants shall bae the
paercentage ;pa:ified in paragraph (2){C) of this subsection
{a)e

"Non=Elderly Circuit Breaker

"After December 3l+ 1974 and Prior to January l. 1978

“Ilf nousehold gross income js:' The percentage of the firsc
. 5400 of real property tax paid
or the rent constituting the real
property tax which shall constitute
the credit is:

"Under 33,000 - 80 per centum of the tax in excess
of 2 per centum of grosi incoms.

—

*3$3,000 to 349999 70 per centum of the tax in excass
af 3 per centum of graoss income.

"$5+000 ko 34,999 60 per cantum of the tax in excess
of & per centum aof gross IiNComMe.
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"{3) Effective for tax years peginning after
Jecember 31: 1977+ the percentage required under
paragraph {l1) of this subsection {(a) to be determined
for claimants other than elderlys blinds or disabled
claimants shal)l be the percentage specified in the
following table: PROVIOED, HOWEVER, That the cradit
shall not exceed four hundred dollars (3%400):

"Non—Elderly Circuit B8reaker

=ifter December 31y 1977

"If household gross incoma is: The percentage of the real

property tax paid er rent con-
stituting the real property tax

which shall <onstitute the credit
is:

"Under $3,000 9% per centum gof the tax in excess of

2 pear centum of gross income.

*3$3+000 to 54,999 90 per centum of the tax in excess of

3 per centum of gross income.

"$5+000 to 344999 85 per centum of the tax in excess of

4 per centum of gross income.

"£7,000 to 510,000 B0 per centum of the tax in axcess aof
4 per centum of gross
income.

i't:} For tax years beginning on and after
January 1, 1977 the ﬁ-rctntlgc required under paragraph
(L) of this subsection (a) to be determined for elderly,
blinds or disablad claimants shall be the percentage

specified in the following table: PROVIDEDs, HOWEVER,
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That the credit shall npot exceed seven hundred and fifry

deflars (5750):

"Elderlys 38linds or Disabled Circuit Breaker

»1f nousehold gross incoma is: The credit shall equal the amount
of property taxes paid or rent
constituting the property taxes which
is in excess of the following
percentage of househald gross income:

"Under 5$4%+399 1-0%
"£5+000 to 59,999 La8%
"$£1l0+000 to $14+999 2.0%
"$£15.000 to $20+000 i

(b) Subsection (b)(S5)(A) is redesignated as subsection
(B}({3) and new subsecticons (b) (5} (B)(&)+s and (b}(7) are
added te read as follows:

"(S) The term "elderly claimant® means a claimant
wha is sixty—two (&2) years of age or older during any

tax year or part thereof beginning after Qecember 31,

1976 and whos together with his or her spouses if anys

provides fifty percent (50%) or more of the household

gross income of the household of which he or she is a

partes

"(8) Tha tarm 'Dlind claimant' means a claimant
whose central vlsui1 acuity does not exceed 20/200Q in
the better eye with correcting lenses or whosae visual

Acuity is grnainr than 207200 but is accompaniad by a

limitation in the field of vision such that the widast
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diameter of the visual field subtends an angle no
greater than twenty (20) degrees.

"(7) The term *disabled claimant® means a ¢laimant
unable to engage in any substantial gainfu) activity by
reason of a medically determinable physical or mental
impairment which can be expected to result in death or
has lasted ar can be expected to last for a continuous
period of not Tess than twelve (12] months. Disabled
parsons filing claims under this act shall submit proof
of disability in such form and manner as the Mayor shall
by rule and regul ation pruscribe; Proof thar a ¢laimant
is eligible to receive disability benefits under the
faderal Social Security Act shall constitute proof of
disability for the purposes of this act. A disabled
person not covered under the fedaral Social Security Act
shall be examined br.a physician dasignated by the Mayor
and the person's status as a disabled claimant shall pe
determined using the same standards as those set by the
United States 50cial Security Administration. The cost

of this examination shall be borne by the claimant.™.

Sece 5« Fallure to Provide Information Requested By The

Mayors

Section 422 of the "District of Columbia Real Proparty

Tax Ravisiagn Act of 1974", approved Septambar 3, 1974 (30
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Stat. 1054; D«.C. Coday Sec. &T=642) is amended by adding a
new subsection (d) to read as follows:

“dg)(l) The Mayor may require an owner of real property
to submit such information relating to the income or
economic benefits derived from such property as in the
Mayor's judgment will assist in the determination of the
estimated markat value required under this title. If an
awner of real property in the District of Columbia fails to
submit such infaormation within the time and in the form
prescribed, there shall ba added to the real property tax
levied upon the property in.gquestion for the next ensuing
tax year the amount of tan parcentum (l0%) of said tax:
PROVIDEDs That when such information is provided after said
time and it is shown that the failure to provide it was due
to reasonable cause and was not due to willful neglecty no
such addition shall be made to the taxe.

®(2) All information submitted by a property owner
to the Mayor regarding income or economic benefits derived
Fraom r-ai_prnp-rty in the District of Columbia shall be
accorded the same confidentiality as that applied %o
District of :n}u-hin income tax returns under section 4(a)
of Title V of the ="District of Coluabia Income and Franchise
Tax Act of 1%47", approved July 16, 1947 (461 Stat. 342; D.C.

Coder sSBcCa 47=1544c) and any viclacion of such
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confidentiality shall be punishable as provided in
subsactian (e} af said section 4."

Secs 6. Report to the Council of the District of

Columbia on Assessment Changes for the Highest-Assessed

Propertiese.

Mot later than April lst of each year, the Mayor shall
submit a report to the Counci) of the District of Calumbia
with the following information:

(1) the assessment changes. if anys made on the thirty
{30) taxable commercial and multi—-Ffamily residential
properties which had the highest assessments in the District
of Columbia for the previous property tax year;

{2} an explanation for each such assessment change
reported under subsecticon (a) of this section & and

(3) the changes in the assessmaent of each of the thirty
{30) properties referrad to in subsection (a) of this
sgaction 6 over the prnviﬁus four (%) property tax y@arse.

Secs T« Mayor to Gather and Report Information Relating

to Single—Family Residential and Residential Cooperative

Propartiess

(a) On or before the date the Mayor transaits to the
Council of the District of Columbia 3 recommended property

tax rate for the proparty tax year beginning on July 1.

gina
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L1978+ the Yayor shall report the following information to
the Council of the District of Eétumnia:

(L] the number of units in @«ach residential raal
property owned Dy a cooperative housing association in the
District of Columbia and occupied by the members of said
association;

(2) the estimated market value of each said
residential property for the twa (2) most recent
assessments; and

{3) @ recommendation for a real property tax
assessment exemptian that would be applied to @ach
individual unikt in said property.

{(b) - The Mayor shall report to the Council of tha
District of Columbia each year on or befara the date the
Mayor submits a budget to this Council, as required undar
section 442 of the "District of Columbia Sel f-~Government and
Governmental Reorganization Act®™y approved ODecembar 24, 1973
(87 State 798; D.Cs Codesy sSec. 4#7-221) the number aof
properties the Mayor expects to be benafited by the
deductions previded in section 3 of this acts according to
the type or'prﬁpnrtrc for the fiscal year to which said
budget applies and the amount of revenue which the District

of Columbia will forego because of said deductions.
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Sece Be Council of the Diszrict of Columbia to Review

Single-#ami1f Residential and Cooperative Property Tax

Exemptions Annuallye.

The Council of the District of Columbia shall review by
July lst of each year the residential and cooperative
property tax ralief provided under section 3 of this act and
shall adjust the relief whenever in its viaw such adjustment
is necessary to reduce excessive residential and cooperative
property tax burdens and to maintain egquity among and
betwean thea owners of different classes of real propartys.

Sece 9« Authorization to Establish Regulations.

The Mayor is authorized to develop the necessary forms
and procedures and to establish regqulations necessary to
carry out the provisions of this act.

SecCe lO0. Provision of Existing Law Repealed.

Seactian 430 of the "District of Columbia Real Property
Tax Revision Act of 19T7T4%, approved September 3, 1974 (a8

Stats 1057; QeCe Codey sec, $7-4650)s authorizZing the Council

w
L

of the District of Columbia to establish propearty tax
exsmptions of up to threw thousand dollars (3$3,000) for rows

detachedy or semi-detached dwallingss is hereby repealed.

S5eCe lle Sl?lrﬂhillt"‘-

The provisions of this act are severables and if any

provision, sentencey clause, section or part is held
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illezals invalidy unconstitutional aor inapplicable to any
person or circumstancess such holding snall not affect or
impair any of the remaining provisionss sentancesy clausass
sections ar parts of the act or their application to other
persans or circumstances.

Secs 12+ Effective Date.

{a) This act shall apply to the property tax year
peginning an July 1y 1977 and to each property tax year
therzafter.

{2) This act shall take effect as provided for acts of
the Zcuncil of the District of Columbia in section &02([c) (1)
of the "District of Columbia Self~-Government and
Gévnrnmenta] Reorganization Act™, apprﬂ;ed Cecember 24y 1373

{37 State. 8lé; DeCe Codar sece 1-14T(c)(1l))e
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