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COl.!NClL OF TH::: DISTRlCT OF COLUMBIA 

NOTICE 

D. C. !..aw 2 - 46 
(Cha::ter A."nendme:its No. 1 a::.d No . 2) 

''Initiative, Re!ere:idum, and Recall Cha:ter 
Amenerner.ts Act of 1977'" 

P..:rsuant to Section 412 of the Dist:ict oi Columbia Self-

Gove::-::..."ne=o.t a.::ic Gove:=ental Reorgaruzatiou .,,ct, P . L. 93-198, "tbe Act'', 

t.':e Council of the District 0£ Cohunbia adoptec Bill No. 2 -2, on first, 

amenc!ed f!::st, and second readings A?!'il 5, 1977, May 3, 1977, a::id 

May 17, 1<;77, respectively. Followi.r.g the sig::.atu:re of tile Y.ayo:: on 

.June 14, 1977, this legislation was assigned Ac: No. 2-46, ?ublished in 

the July 8, 1977, edition of t.'le D. C. Register a::.d transmitted to both 

Houses of Congress !ollov.'i:lg certification by Cle Boa::d o! Elections and 

Ethics t.~at said charter amendments were ap?!':)Ved at :-efeTed"l:...'":l pursuant 

to Sec:tior. 303 of the a.c:t. Concurre::it Resolutions, 471. and 464, also 

a::tac.~ed were a?proved by both Houses o! Coi:g:-ess "'-±thin 35- day pe::-iod 

as ::-e<;cired by Section 3C3(b) cf the Act. 

The Council o! t.'le Dist:-ict of Colun'lbia hez-eby gives notice that 

the cha.rte::- amending process pursua::it to Sec~on 303 0£ the Act has been 

iollowed and cited as D. C. Lav.· 2 - 46, 

effective lviarcli 10, 1978. 

(Charter A=end:nents No. 1 a!ld No. 

__..;__.,, I\ I . 
. ~ 'd---1---.. 

S ;;:R:.rNG TiCK:E:R 
Coa.i:-:nan of the Council 

(Vol. 24, D. C. :Register, 199, J,_,ly 3, 1977) 
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2- 46 

I~ THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

MARCH lO t 1978 

To ameno the Charter of t he District of Columbia t o provide 
for t ne ~ower of initi ative, referendum• and recall . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 

Tnat. this act may ~e cited as the "In i tiative, Refer endum • 

and Recall Cha rter Amenoments Act of 1977 '' • 

Sec. z. Subj e c t t o tne approva l of the registered 

qualified electors of the District of Columoia , the Dis tr ic t 

of Col umbia charter is amended as follo ws: 

"Amendment No . 1 - Initiative and Referendum 

'' Sec . i: Definitions 

" ( a) Tne term • ini t ia t i ve • means the process by wh i c n 

t ne electors of t he Di strict of Co1umoi a may propose laws 

(except laws appropriating funds) and present such proposed 

l a ... s ::li r ectly t.::> tne registered oual ified electors of tne 

~is~rict of Co lumbia fo r their appr oval or disapproval. 

• ( o) The term • referendum ' means t he process b y whi ch 

the registe red oua l i f i ed electors of tne District of 

Columoia may suspend acts of the Council of the District of 

Columo<a (except emergency acts , acts levying taxes . or acts 

aporoo riating funds for· trie general operatinc; budget) until 
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sue: acts h..ave be~: prese:it ec t o t~e registerec qaali!ied 

elect crs of the District. of Colu: bia .f.or theil:' aj>p:: ova.l or 

r ejection . 

" Sec. 2. Frocess 

" (a) ~n i:itiative or re!erend~~ cay be proposed b7 the 

presentatio~ o! a petition to t~e District o: Colu:~ia 3oard 

of "'1 ectio cs <lld :::t~cs cootai::i.i!lg t.he -"' s ua t::res of 

r egi.ste=ed ~a!.i!.i.ed e lect.ors es~al ill u~:iber t o !i ve (5} 

percent of t~e registered e!ectors in the Di.st=ic t o! 

Colu~~ia: ~£O)I~::~. That t ~e total sig 0atcres subcittec 

· include !ive (SJ percent of tb.e r e ;i.stered el!i!ctocs .i: !ive 

(5) or :iore of the City• s i ards. :he uu~ber o! registered 

e lectors vhich is used fc~ c~:puting these requi=ecent s 

sha.ll be accor~ing to ~e latest o!!ic~al cou:it o! 

r egistered e:e~o:s by ~e Board c f Elections and ?t:i:s 

vb ic~ v e.s issued t..h.i~J (30 ) o : : ore days ?ricr to 

s ub ctlssioo o.! t~e s:igo.atures !or t::e pa~.ictla= icitia tive 

o= re!e r endua petition. 

n (b) (i) 

re!ereujuz to t!ie District of Col~~=.ia Boara of ?lactions 

and !t.:ii~s as provided in t !Us sectio.n, t~e District o! 

Colucbia Soar~ of !lections a~l !t!iics sba:.J, notify the 

a pprop=iate c ustcd.ia: cf !lie act cf t~e Cot:;Jcil of t.\e 

District of ::olu: bia ( eit!ie.r t he ?:-esidEI!t of t.!ie !lcited 

----- ---= 
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States er t he Pcesicent o! the Ser:ate and t~e Spea~er of the 

~ouse of Represent~tives) as p::ovicec io sections 404 and 

446 of t he Hooe ~ule .:.ct and the Pcesid Ent c: the.Onited 

States c:: the .President of t..b.e Senate a.cd .t }>e S;:e?.~er of the 

. Bouse of ae?resentatives, shall, as is apprc~riate, r e t:i:r: 

such act or portion of sac!: act to the C!:ai.:nan of the 

Couo.c.i.l of the District o:: Co:!.nr:!:ia . · !l c furtbe:::: action !:ay 

!:e t ak en u;ioo sue!! act or portion cf sue!:. act 11:itil a.f':.e :: a 

" {2) !Jo act is subject to refere::iduc if it h<!.s .become 

lav accocci:l; to the rrovisicns o! section ~C ~ of the .¥c~e 

ll.u.!.e .:.ct. 

" Sec. 3 . T!ie District of Colo:ibia Eoa::.! c : ?lectior:s 

and ~t.b.ics shall saboit an .i.uitiative ~eas~ce vithcnt 

alteration at the ne~t general, speci al. or pri~a::y electio~ 

held at leas~ ninet7 {90) days a!ter ~~e oea~are is 

zeceived . . T.b.e Pi.strict of colu~bia Seara e! ~lections ~na 

~t~ics seal.l ~old an electioc on a r e.!e recc•~ ~eas:re vitbin 

one hl:.::d=ec anc !ou.:teen (114) days o! it .. receipt o! a 

petition as provid'ed iD section 2 o! this a~. If a 

prev iousl: s:~ecaled general, p~car7, c= sreci al election 

vi11 occcr ~etveen £ift7- fow: (54) anc one hund:ed and 

fo~teeo (11q) days ~ f its receip~ o~ a . ?etitio:i as provided 

f.:i section 2 of t!l.i_s act, 'the D.is-:::ic-: cZ C~lu:;ia Boar~ o! 



el.ectio~. 

"Sec- ~ - !! a :ia jcrity o f t!:e registe=ed qualified 

electors voting · en a. referred act vcte to.. a.:.sap;;::ove the 

act, S'::Ch ac~ion Shall be deeced a =ejection of tbe act o: 

that portion of the act oo the referendun kallot and no 

action ~ay be takec by the Council C: the Dist::ict o! 

!or the tl:.ree hun.Cred a!ld siJ:ty- fi•1e {3c5) · 5a7s !ollo11ing 

· t.b.e date o! tl:.e Dist=ict of Coluc!lia !!oa:d o! !lections an~ 

:::tU.cs' ce:":.ification cf the vo-...e cc::ice::ii!ig t .he :efereudUlil. 

n Sec . 5- (a) 

e.lect.crs vo ti:i.g in a :;eferendu :i a?;>rove an act or acopt 

legislation by initi ative, the..il the adopted ill.iti..'ative or 

act app=o7ed by refere~du~ shall be an act o! the Council of 

the vcte by the District of Colunbia =oar~ o! Zlectiocs a.::id 

Ethics. 

" (b) T;e Chai==an o! t~e cocncil of the Dis~:ict c! 

Columbia s~a.ll transc.it acts approved as provided in this 

a:iec.~ent. t o o;he Speaker o! t b.e !:!ousa of :ie?=esen ta ti ve s a:i.d 

- t~e President o! tbe Sena<;~ on t~e daJ the Dist::ic t o= 

Colu ::!! bia 5oa=d cf :<:lec tioAS and Ztbics cert:i.fies t~at a 
-~·--
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:ajority o! t~e registered guali!ied el~ctcrs •oting on t~e 

ceasure voted in !avor thereo!. 

"Sec . 6. 110 i:i.icated act or act sullject to refereed:: 

v!:ich has ~ee:i r ati!ied b] a :ajority o! tbe registered 

~uali..fied electors ;ot:i;>9 on the illi.ti a"d.ve or referecdu: 

shall taXe e!fect until the end o! t~e thirty (30) day 

period (e xcluding Satu=aays . Sundays. and ~clida ys and any 

~ay on v~ic~ either Souse is not in se~sicnJ begincing on 

tbe day s uch ;:eascre is t=ans:ittec by the Chai.i::ian o! the 

Cco:cil of the Di.strict of Colnnbia to the Speaker of the 

Eouse of ?e?resentatives and the Presi~ent C:: t~e Senate, 

aad then cc2y i f diu:ing such t~i=tJ {30) day pe:iod bot~ 

Souses o! ccngress do not adopt a conc:r:ent r esolution 

disapp rovicq such initiated act or act ~as~ed oy referec~:l: • . 

nsec. 7 . 7~e Dis~.:ict o! Cola~bi.a !oarC of !l~c~io~s 

accara~ely re!lects the intent and ~ea~i~g o! the proposed 

refereaca~ or ~itiative . l~y citi~e~ 3ay peti ~ioc the 

Superio = Co1.:rt o! the District o:f Colu::;!:-ia oo later than 

thi.:t7 (30) days prio= to t.be electio~ at • hich t~e 

initiat ive or referendum ~ i.ll be he ld !c: a ~=it in the 

na~ure of oa~cam iu to corr ect a~y ir.acc\:rate shcrt title a:::d 

su:::;:ar7 by ~e Dist=ict of. Cola::::!.a !loard of :C:lectioos anc 
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rt hics and to ~a c~ate t~at aoari to ~ro?a::iy state the 

su~~ary of t he i:itia~ive or re!ere::u~ :ea~ura. 

"Sec. e. T'.:le Coi:nc.il of the Dist=ict of Colu:hia shall 

aC.o?t such acts as a.::e necessa.::i' to c:ar:y out t~e pt::-?ose of 

this A~enc~eot •it b.in c::e hone.red and eighty (~80) days of 

the effective date of this 6oendoect. Neit~er a ?etitioo 

ioitiati.o~ an initiative nor a refere~dUD :ay be presented 

t~ t~e Distric~ o! Col~:bia 3o~=! of ~lec~io~s ~~d It~i:s 

prior to Cc;;.:lbc= 1, i97S. 

"Sec . 1. ~he tern •recaJ..1• :ea3s tbe rrocess by v~ic:h 

the ~uali!ied · electors oi t~e Dist.::i~ of Coluc=ia :a7 call 

fo.:: the holdin~ of an el.ection to re:ove or retaL:: an 

elected official of the Dist=ict of Colo~bia . Ce=cept the 

Delega~~ to Con~ =ess fer the District of Colt:c!:ia.) p.::ior t o 

~~e e~piratio~ o! ~s or he: ter~. 

"Sec . 2- lny eJ.ected office.:: of the Dis.trict of 

Cclu:~ia ~overnoect {except the CeJ.ega~e to Ccng=es~ 

~istrict of Colu=z~a) cay be .::ec~el by t~e =e~is':erec 

e!ectors of the eJ.ection vard fro~ vhic~ ~e or she vas 

ele~ed or by the ze9istered electo:s o! t!ie Distr ict of 

coiu:bia at-large i:l t;e case of au ' at-la.:ge eJ.ected 

office::, vheneve= a petition de:na!!C.ill~ hi.s o.:: her recall , 

signe:! by te:i (i 0) ?e!'cent of the registered electcrs 
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~hs=ecf , is filec •ith t:e District of Col~o~ia Board of 

!lections a::id !t~ics. The ten (10) percent shall .be 

ccr.:Jputec froo the t otal nuober of the registerec electors 

registered electors by the Board of !lections a:ic !thi.cs 

vhich vas issued thirty (30) or core days ·prier to 

so~~ssion o! the signatnres for the particolar recall 

ten { 10) per=ent shall i::icluce ten {iO} percet:t of the 

registered electors ill five (5) or more of the City's varcs • 
. 

:~e Dis~ict o= Coloo~ia aoa=d cf Elections and !t~ics shall 

hol~ ao ele~ion vit~in o!le hundrec aoc fonrt~e::i {114)' days 
. 

of its r ece.i.;>t c~ a petition ·as provided in section 2 of 

this act. I.f a pre7ioc.sly s~hedulec general, pr:ioary, or 

special electioo vill occur betveen fi ~ty- four {5~) and one 

hunC.red an~ fourte"e11 (i14) days of its :receipt of a pet!tioa 

i:.s ?=~)\·i:!ed in sectica 2 of t his a.ct, then t!ie Dist:rict o! 

co~u~~ia Board of !~actioos and t thic:s ~ay F:resent t~e 

:recall question at t!lat election. 

" Sec. 3. The process of recalling an elected o!ficial 

sixty-five (365} days nor the last ~~ee hurd:red a.nc siXt!-

fi7e (365) cays of ~is or ~e:r: tero o! o!!.:.ce- Nor nay t!le 

• 

C
_ .. _.:i._.,.., . -
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?recess be i.citiated vithio on e yea: after a r ecall electioc 

has been deter:inec in his or her favc:. 

"Sec. 4. lo elected official is re:c7ed frcm office if 

a ca jority of tbe qua2..i..fied electors voting ic the election 

vote to remove hie or her . The vacancy created by such 

recall shall be fill.ed io the sane caoriar ·as ct!:.er vacancies 

as providea in section~ 401 (d) and 421 (c } (2) cf the Eo:ie 

~ole ~ct and section 10(a) of the Oist:ict of coluctia 

Zlec:tions Ac: . 

"Sec. S. the Coonc:i.! of the District of Col~llbia shall 

ad opt sue=. acts as a::e. necessary to carq o'llt the pu-::11cse of 

t~is aoe:d~ent vithio coe hwidred and ei;~t7 (1 80) days of 

th e e!fecti.ve date of t~.::S a:l:-e!l~meAt. ~o petition fer 

recall cay be ?resented to the Dis•-;c-t cf' COlu:bia Board c£ 

llections and :!:thics p tier to O::to!::er 1, 1 978." 

Sec. 3. ~b.i.s itCt shall take effect a s f-:c·1i~ed in 

section 303 of the Dis~ict of Colu~=ia Self-Govero~ell~ and 

Govern::iental l!eot"gaoiza~oo let • 

• 

.. 
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[Report No. 95-073) 

Il" 'IHE S:ES.3.TE OF THE DTI'ED STA.TES 

F~:nc..zy 2S fltg'.s!~tiv• day. Fr.Ht:.utY 6 ) . 19oS 

Reftrred I<> the CommitUt on Govem1Hntal A.1!1.in 

~wc:a '; (kg'.sl&:lvr day, FnRt:~RT 6), l!)iS 

Repor.ed by llr. E AGLZTOS, ,.ithout ame.ndt:ient 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
l R~ofoed by the Holi.se of Reprtsentati&es (the Senate 

2 concurring), That the Congr~s appro,·es the action of tl.ic 

3 Distric~ of Columbia Council described as follows: Amend-

4 ment Xumbered 1 (relaring to initiath·e a.nd referendum) 

5 to the District of Columbia Charter, as stn ied in section 2 oi 

6 the Initiati'l"e, Referendum, and Recall Chone: .Amendments 

7 Act of 1977, approved June 14, 1977 ().ct 2-46), as 

S lilllended by the Emergency .1.me.ndmeots to the Iniri:ith-e, 

9 Referenaum, ud Recall Charter .Amendments Act of 19il, 

10 approved .:\o'l"ember 1, 19i7 (A.ct 2-94 ), end as ratified 

11 by a majority of the registered qnalified electors of the 

12 District of Columbia voting in the referendum held for such 

\"-0 
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2 

ratification on November 8, 19i7, such amendment ha\-iDg 

been submitted to the Congress ior its approval oo· Decem

ber 2, 1977, pursumt to section 303 of the District. of 

Columbin Self-Government and GoTerDIDental Reorganiza

tion .Act. 

Passed the House.of Representati,·es February 27, 1978. 

Attest: ED)ln°"D L. HEXSRA W, JR., 

Clerk. 

-.--:=:""-··-~.~==-
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Calendar No. 616 
95ra CO~GRESS H CON RES 471 21> ~BIOS • • f 

[Report No. 9~72] 

IN TRE SEl,.A.TE OF THE D~TED ST.ATES 

Fnuu;a:r 2S (logisl1<tive day. Fu•cAJtr 6), 19TB 

Referred to the Committee on Gove=tnt.al Affai1'5 

~ 7 (ltgislatho day, F!.Bllc.u:r 6) , rn7S 
Reported by :\Ir. Lct.rTOs, ..-ithout amendment 

CONCURRENT RE.50LUTION 
l Resofoed by the House of Representatit:es (the Senate 

~ concurring) , That the Congress approves the action of the 

3 District of Col um bin. Council described as follows: A.-mend-

4 ment Xo. 2 (relating to recall oi elected official;) to the 

5 Di.strict of Columbia. chaner, as stared i:i seccioc. 2 of the 

6 Initintive, Referendum, and Recall Charter A.mendment; 

· 7 Act of 1977, appro,·ed June 14, 1977 (~\ct 2-46), as 

8 amended by the Emergency Amendments to the Initia:ivl!, 

9 Reierendum, and Recall Charter .Amendments .A.ct of 19i"i; 

10 approved November 1, 1977 (Act 2-94) , 8.l!d as ratified 

11 by a majority of the registared qualified electors of the Dis

} '.l trict oi Co!umbia 1orini in the refe:endum held for such 



::.::·:::.::.:;;.;.~ ~· .: 

t) 

1 ratification on No'\'ember 8, 19i 7, such nmendment ha\•ing 

2 been submitted Jo the Congress for its nppron.J on Decem-

3 ber 2, 1977, pursuant to section 303 of the District of 

4 Columbia SeU-GoYernment and Go'\'ermnental Reorgaoiza-

5 tion . .A.ct. 

Passed the House of Representati1·es FebrJary 27, 1978. 

Attest: EDfil.").'"D-L. HE:;\ SRA W, JR., 
Clerk. 


