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CCUNCIL OF TH= DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
NOTICE

D.C, Law 2-46
[Charter Ammendments No. 1 and Na. 2)

MInitiative, Referendurm, and Eecall Charter
Amencments Act of 1977

FPursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-

s e A

Coverzment anc Governmental Recrpanization Act, P. L. §3-198, "the Act',
the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bill Ne. 2-2, on first,

amended first, and second readings April 5, 1977, Mavy 3, 1977, and

| !illi ;|1||";ii:-,i.:n. i

Mavy 17, 1977, respectively., Following the sigzature of the Ma?u:.on

June 14, 1277, this legislation was assigned Ac: No. 2-46, published in

the July &, 1977, edition of the D.C. Register a=d transmitted to both

o

Houses of Congress following certification by the Board of Electicons and

Ethics that said charter amendments weTe approved at referedwn pursuant

.I||I;|1'-||! |r| !|- TEIE
i

te Section 303 of the act, Concurrent Fesolutions, 471 and 464, alse

atitached were zpproved by both Houses of Congress within 33-day pericd

as Teguired by Secticn 303 (b) of the Act.

e
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The Council of the District of Columbia heraby gives notice that

the charter amending process pursuant to Secton 303 of the Act has been

- |

followed and cited as DL C. Law 2-44, {Charter Amendments No, 1 and Na, 21,

effective March 10, 1978. “"‘% Q__L

STER_ING TUCEKEZR
Chair—ar of the Council
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(Vol, 24, D.C. Register, 199, July 8, 1977)
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DeCe LAW
2-46
IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
MARCH 10, 1978

To amena the Charter of the District of Columbia to provide
for the power of initiatives referendums and recall.

88 IT ENALTED BY THE COUNCIL DF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIAs
That this act may e cited as the "Initiatives Refarendufs
and Recall Charter Amendments Act of 1977T".

Secs 2. Subject to the approval of the registered
qualified electors of the District of Columbias the District
of Columbia charter is amendeg as follows:

Hamendment NMo. 1 — Initiative and Raferendum

“Sece la Qefinitions

"(a)] The term *initiative' means the process by which
the electors of the District of Columbia may propose laws
fexcept laws appropriating fumds) and present such proposed
laws directly to the registered oualified electors of the
Jistrict of Columbia for their approval or disapproval.

®(b)} The term "referendum® means the process by which
the registered qualified electors of the District of
Columpia may suspend acts of the Council of the District of
Columbia (excepnt emergency actse acts levying taxess or acti

appropriating funds for the general operating budget) until
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suck: acts have beer preseated to tie registered gualified
electers of the District of Colucbia for their approval or
rejection. - 1

RSec. 2. Process

"fa) an ipitiative or :ﬂf!ﬁenﬂc: cay be prcécsad b7 the
presentaticn of a petitisa to the District aof Colusbia Board
of Zlectiocs apd Zthics costaining the sigmatcres of
registered gualified electors ecual in nuaher to £ive (S5)
peccent o0f the registered electcrs ir the Distzic:t of
Coluzbia: PROYIDED, That tae total signatrores subtisttad
"include £ive (5) percent of the :e;iste:ea'gle:tazs iz five
{5) or a0se of Lthe City's Wazds. The puzber of registered
electors vhich is uséd fer computing thess raéui:ﬂnents
ghall be accoriing to the latest cfficial covat of
registered e_ectoss by the Board cf Electicns a3nd 2thics
vhics vas issued thi=ty (30) o= sore days pricc %o
subpission of th2 signatures for the particular ipitiative
c- refereadua petition.

n(b) (i) UOpon the presentation of a petitien £or
Teferendus to the District of Celazkbia Board of Zlectieons
and Ithics as provided in this section, the District of
Colugkia Board of Elections azd Zthics shall aotify the
appropriate custodiaz cf the act cf tie Coraecil of tﬁe

Distriect of Coluzbia (eithar the President of the Opited
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States cr the 2?resident of the Secrcate ancé tke SpezXer of the
douse of Representatives) as provided in secticas 404 aand
448 0f the Hooe 2Wwle Act and the President cf the United

States cI the President of the Senate and the Syeaker of the

. 8ouse of Begresantatives, shall, 2s is apprepriate, return

such act or portion of sack act to the Chaizman of the
Council of the District of Colurphia. + ¥c further zctien zmay
be takea upon such act oc portion cf suck 2ot watil afiec- a
Igierenﬂuz election is held.

W2y Ho act is subject to refereadon if it kas becone
law accocding to the provisicns of secticn 50§ of the.jcae
Eule lct.

"Sec. 3. The Distsct of Coluabia Eoaxzl of Zlections
and Ethics shall spbpit an ipitiative zeasuze vithcut
altaration at the next ganeral, special or géi: 54 alt:tﬁun
Jeld at least ninety (90) days aZfter ilke neasure is
ceceived. The District of Coluabhia Board ¢l Elections zad
Tthics skall hald an electiorn on 2 refererdzn geassre vithin
one hundred apd Zousteen [(114) days of its receizt of a
petition as provided in section 2 of this act. If a
previously scheduled geteral, primary, cr specizl election
¥ill occor betusen £ifty-four (54) and cne pundzed and
fousteen (174) days of its receipt of a petiticn 2s provided

in sectisn 2 of this act, the Disirict cof Coluskia Board of
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Zlections and Zthics zay present tie refsrezduz at that
electica.

PSec. S. If a 3majerity of the registeced qﬂiiifieﬂ
electcors voting cn a referred act vete to 8isaprcove the
act, suclh action shall be deeced E':ejectiun cof the sct u:
that portion of the act on the referendun tallo®* and no
action may be tzken by the Couacil &f the Distoict of
Colaakia with regard to the patter gresarted 2T —efereaiuc
Zor the tbiree hundred and sixty-five [3E65) days following
"the date of tle Distzict of Colurbiaz Ecasd of Elections and
Tthics®' cestification cf the vote ccacerning the seferendus.

nSsec. S. [(a) If 2 zajority of 4he registec-ed gualified
glecters voting in 2 zeferendus zpprove aan act or adopt
legislation by initiative, then the adcpted initiative or

act apsro7ed by referendu=z shall be ap act of the Ceuangcil of

kh

the Disi=ict of Colusbia upon the progex certifizatica o
the vote by the Districc of Coeluanbia Boarcd ef Electlons aad
Zthics.

" (b) The Chaixznap of tlhe Cowncil of the District cf
Coluambis sika2l) trapsait acts approved as p:a?iﬂéa in this
Z3erdzent to the Speaker of the EBEousa ¢f Zezresentatives aad
the President of the Secate ¢n the day the Distict qf

Coluxbiaz 3card cf Zlections and =ihies certifies that a

—— —
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s2jority of the registerad qualified elsctcrs veting oa tie
ceasurzez voted it faver thereof. ' -

"Sec. 6. ¥o izitiated act or act subject tc refesendn=
viich bas beea ratified by a =2ajozrity of the registered
gualified electocs v ting oa the initiz<ive ar refererd:us
sball take effect until the end of tke thi=ty (30) day
peciod (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and kclidays and any
2ay on viich either SHouvse is5 not in sessicn) begisrcing oo
the day such zeasyre i1s trapszitteld by the Chairman of tlhe
Ccaccil of +he Dis=<rict of Colanbia to the Speazkesr of the
Ecuse of Z2epresentatives aqﬂ the Presiient £ tie Semate,
and then c=ly £f édoring sueh thi=ey (30) day perigd boih
Souses of Cougress Eu-nct adopt a coagurzent resolution
disapprovicg such initiated act or act passed by referenda:z..

of Electicas

s

eC. 7= The Dis+t=ct of Coluakia Beoar

a
tn

and 3Zthics s4all be ezpoveraed ¢o propese a short title ard
supmary of the initiative 2nd referendna rzzttes vhich
accurazely reflects the intent and aeaniag of the propcesed

tior tke

referenéuaa or ipistiative. Aay citizen 327 pet
Supecior Coust of the IEsirict of Coluskia no later than
thirty {30} days prior to the election at whick tlie
ipitiative or referendom ¥ill be held £c= a2 wzit in the
nature ﬁf pasdangs to cartect a:y'inac:urate shert title 22d

seasary by the District of Coluzkiz Board of Elections and
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zthics anf to czndate that BoarZ to propecly state the
sugsary of the ianitiative or referesdua ceasure.
"Sec. B. The Council of the Distzict of Coluzhia shal)

adopt such acts 2s arZe necessary to carizy put the purpese ol

‘t2is Azendaent vithin ‘cze hundred and eighty (180) days of

the effective date of this ipendzect. VNeither a2 petition
initiating az initiative nor a2 resferezduz nay be presented

ta trke Digerict of Colrzkia Joaz2 of

i

lecticas acd Er:zizs
PEior to Cciadex 1, 1978.

HSEARDEZ A RENDEEND RO. 22— RICALL O

n

"Sec. 1. The tera 'raceall' seans the progess by which
the guzlified - elacters of the Distzict of Columbiz zpay call
£or the hplding of an election to reaove or retaia an
elected official of the District of Coltabia (except the
Delegate to Cengress feor the Distriet of Coluptia) p:iaf o
tie pxpiration 0% his or her tern.

PSec. 2. Any elected officer of the District of
Celuz2la governaert (except the Lelegate to Ccngress £3- the
Sistrict éf Colusbia) pay be seczllad by the zegistered
electors of the election wvard froz which he or she was
eiected or by the registered electocs of the Pistrict of
Coluabia at-larcge in tke case 0f an at-lazge elected

cfficex, wvheneves a petitiocn dezanding bhis oI her reczll,

signed by tea (70) percent of the registered electcrs

skl op JSUBLEC DRFICZALS

k. E2relleg Ord2ma~

—
———
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thececf, is filed with tze [District of Colembia Board of
Elections and Ithics. Tie ten {10) percent shall be
conputed £Toa tha total nuaker of the registered electors
fron the ward, aceosrcirg to the lasest official connt of
registesed electors by the Board of Zlections aad Zthics
which vas issued thirty (20) or zore days pricr to
sudbaission o tie signatuces for the zarticular recall
petitioa. 1Io the case of an at-lac-ge elacted o0flicizl, the
tea (10) percent shall iaclude ten (i0) percent of the
registerzd electors in five (5) or moze of the City's wards.
%he District of Colunbia Board cf Elections and EPtiics shall
b40ld ap election vitlin one hundred and fourteen (1184) days
0f its receipt ol & petiélnn'as provided in section 2 ol
this sct. If 2a previotsly scheduled gtne:il. pripary, or
special election will cccur between £ifty-four (S&) and ope
hunéred and foucteen (7174) days of its receipt of a petitica
ag provided in secticn 2 of this act, thea the District ol
Coluntia Board of Elactions and Ethics may present the
Teczll QGEStian at that alection.

nSac. 3. The process of recalling an elected official
pay not be ianitiated witkia the first tiree hundred and
sixty-five ({365) days nor the last tiree hurmdred and sixty-
five {363} 2ays of kis or her tern of office. VNor na} tie
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frecess be initiated withia one year afier 2 recall election
has been deter=ined in his or her faver.

"Sec. 4. 1o elected official is rexzcved frem office if
a Bajority of the gualified electers voting in the electicn
vote tn_fe;nve kin or her. The vecancy created by suck
recall shall be f£illed in the sane zanler ‘'2s cthker vacaacies
as provided in sectionsg 501(2) 2nd 421 {c) (2) c£ the Ecae
Ztle ict and section 10(a) of the DistTict of Colunktia
Zlections Act.

mSec. 5. The Council of the District of Columhia shall

adopt Suck acts &5 ace peceSsary to carcry out the purpese of

this aneadzent withis cre bhundred and eigaty F1ED] days of
the effective date of this azeadment. Yo petition for
recall pay be presented to the Distzict cf Coluzkbia Board ef
Zlections apd Ithics prior te Octoler 1, 1978."

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect as pocviled in
section 302 of the Distsict cf-chumhia Self-Goverazent and

Governaental EBsorganization Act.

-
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EECOAD OF OFFICLAL COUNCIL ATTION

Docket Na: 2=2

First Reading Acs5oa: _April 5., 1377

[~/ VOICE VOTE:

Eecremasy 3 the Council

] ROLL CALL VOTE:

EBUMEIL mEMBEA | aTE | sax | mwp wk || councin =twagm | avE | mar | = | aa ] Esuncin wemttn | ary Imar | = | am
i -l §

TUSEEZ  w |l | | pmMason ] P | ISPAUIOENG I X1 | 1 .1

A L 1 1 iXimocar T.dy! [ | Awmsew i x1 | T ]
e L1 Sxipoas g DT | 3 Twwermne dw ] 40| )
CZis x| | | TROLAAX vl T 1 1 L it =
DIXoN X1 1 | saxE=N x| | ¢ R

E Heaindirsive Vata R T N, Ye=lin: Varng r

1 -
ﬂ:"-x:-i' eI¥ A0 A
Secretary to the Council

Amended First Reading Actom: May 3, 1577 .
&/ VQICEZ VOTZ: _RAdooted Unarnimously

TR
:La& .FE f\'-jj JP“I_.!L..‘J
Secretary to the Couzncil

[/ ROLL CALL VOTE: i

r:ihﬂl'='. HEWETS | ATE | AT | M.V, | sl TTUAETL SE=EES | ATT | sas | E5, | el Sy mET, mfNIE® | o™ wmaW | =& Bl
=gcz=r. 1 | 1 1 Bmasewn IR e
ik | | | 1 A4MCCEE, L. | | | | [WisoN & o =
BAFRY [0 [ | IMeC2Z,J. , | |, | jwNTER T T
Clalliz | ! b BCQASS | i S | | I S
DIXSN It | 1 1S:assSsI=N) | | 1 1 T .
L immrm Vata A Sesmaasen N Vaiat Veu=y |

. Secremrsy to tne Council
I‘irﬂil Readiag or Emergency Actea: May 17, 1377
(X voIc voTE: _Adopted Unanimously ' =
AT R A8 it

SecTemsy to the Counsil

I/ ROLL CALL VOTE:

Elletih FEYEEE |APE | Sad fmv, | ad, | couecT, sfCere | ST s&¥ s | il J:-:v-_ﬂ-: I-I'I-ln_ll' | ard [maw | mow, | u.;
Tscx=2 | ) || §MASON o | ] sRAl=nG ) | ) ||
HARAY ] ] 1 §seos=, D] | ) | Aec=SCH T T e
P EE e . § B | kMesz=, J. ) ) |1 |WNTER | N
SLay | F 3 | JortAr% w0 % fo.0- 84 i =Tl

| oo ( f } | f=mmE=wst | L1 L T .

_ T—isalcaies Vaie A L—ccuwms M. Vi Tesar :
/ EJ’ @t .th.-.-. e/

Secremry to the Coumcis




Eoodlesd DF QEFICIAL COUGECIL ACTION (Pajze 2)

Docker Ne: 3—2
iy 0197 N e T
Presented to the Mayor: RRY 31 7 QUL! CUt 1180 ey

Secretary to tae Council

a L1 R
L LU

Action ef the Mavar: =ik g
— il 2 / £
{icl Approved: [ [ Disapproved; ,-1',‘{( R /‘_n? ;o
brogid i AL &z o F
— £ T h 1 R o
{_/ Disapproved in part -- Reference pladisal, {-/ F *L-":-""..;
BHocumens:; {Mayeor's Signature! 2
14 JLEy
e 7 : o
{_/ Returned Witheut Action ; —

casmreamcmnsrsne= (oigOAture of Maver's Cffeial)

Zracted without Mayor's Signatuze

Secremry o the Council

Secremary o t=e Couasil

—
{ J BOLL CALL VOT=:
[
I_:uuu::.:.. SE=E s | &7E | mar | omv, | Al | CSusCl. sEeEEe | ard | ma? | R, al | EDWREL MEEGEN ATE | ST | How, | ks
—
B e N e |

SEeR=A | [ | 1 || MasSON i s

HaZZY |l 1 % | Wimgers,Db.| 1 | 1 UTWOSON T A

SAARY | & 4 1 dmosps, =) | F 1 ywNzES O} [ | [ ]

Gianmey 1 f 40 lpdbasn f ) & | N

DIXCN i b et Yo oy A T
F—iciicuiey Veis A B—Abermt N, ¥—Xar Tezze =

SceTamry to ne Council

Fresexted to the Presidenm: ol

— v |

Secrezasy to the Touncil

AcH

¥

nofthe President:

o
™

Reenactnent Azproved

{/ Mayeor's Veto Sustaized

President of toe U. 5.

- ‘j =k e s
Submitted to the Cozgress: _DCU 1 177 ""'"L“"L Sloend

Secseary to the Cagneil

Senata Actor: ’ House Az=on :
Aesoimton Mumber: Resclubon Numbes:
Secrefary of tae Senate Clerk of the House

Zzacted Vithou: Congsessional Acsion:

D.C. Law MNe, I fgezive saie Secretary 4o the Council



Calendar No. 615
=i H, CON. RES. 464

[Report No. 95-673]

IN THE SENATE OF THE TNITED STATES

Frarvazy 28 (legisiative day, Frercary 6). 1978
Referred to thea Committer on Governmental Afairs

Maunce 7 (legislative day, Francany 8), 1678
Repaoried by Mr. Eacirrox, without amendment

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

1 Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate

9 concurring), That the Congress approves the action of the

3 Dismrict of Columbia Council described as follows: Amend-
4 ment Numbered 1 (relating to initative and referendum)

5 to the District of Columbia Charter, as stated in section 2 of
¢ the Initative, Referendum, and Recall CLarter Amendments
T Act of 1977, approved Junme 14, 1977 (Act 2-46), as
§ amended by the Emergency Amendments to the Initiative,
¢ Referendum, and Recall Charter Amendments Act of 1977,
10 approved November 1, 1977 (Act 2-84), and as ratified
11 by & majority of the registered qualified electors of the
12 Distriet of Columbia voting in the referendum heid for such
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2
ratification on November 8, 1977, such amendment having
been submitted to the Congress for its approval on Decem-
ber 2, 1977, pursuant to section 303 of the District of
Columbia Seli-Government and Governmental Reorganiza-
tion Act.
| Passed the House of Representatives February 27, 1878.

Attest: EDMUND L. HENSHAW, JR.,
Clerk.
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Calendar No. 616

“=5=="H. CON. RES. 471
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[Report No. 95-672]

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Frservarr 28 (legislative day. Fearcary 6), 1975
Referred to the Committee on Governmental Afairs

Marcu 7 (legislative day. Feerrary €), 1978
Reported by Mr. Eagrrrox, without amesdment

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resolved by the House of Representaiives (the Senate
concurring/, That the Congress approves the action of the
District of Columbia Council described as follows: Amend-
ment No. 2 (relating to recall of elected officials) to the
Distriet of Columbia charter, as stated in section 2 of the
Initiative, Referendum. and Recall Charter Amendments
Act of 1977, approved Jume 14, 1977 (Act 2-46), as
amended by the Emergency Amendments to the Initiative,
Referendum, and Recall Charter Amendments Act of 1977,
approved November 1, 1877 (Act 2-94), and as ratified
br a majority of the registered qualified electors of the Dis-
triet of Columbia voting in the referendum held for such

T—0
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1 ratfication on November 8, 1977, such amendment having

(2]

been submitted to the Congress for its approval on Decem-

ber 2, 1977, pursuant to section 308 of the District of

He o

Columbia Seli-Government and Governmental Reorganiza-

tion.Act,

(ol ]}

Passed the Honse of Representatives February 27, 1978.

Attest: EDMTUXND-L. HENSHAW, JR..
Clerk.




