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COUNCIL OF ;_".'—EE DISTRICT OF COLUMSBIA
NOTICE
June 22, 1978
L.C. lLaw 2-81

"Smoke Detector Act of 1978

Pursuan: to SecZor <12 of the DisTict of Columbia
S5ell- Government znd Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
"the Act", the Council of the District of Columbia adeptad 3ill No.
2-157, on first 2=d second readings FeoTuary 21, 1978 and Mazxch 7, 1978,
respectively, Iollowizg ihe signature ol the Mayor on April 17, 1978,
this legislaticn was assigned Act No. 2-178, sublished iz the Aprit
28, 1STE, edition of the 2. . Register and transmited to both Houses
of Congress for a 30-day review, iz accordazce with Section 602 {c)(l)
of tha Apgt,
"ne Council of the Jistrict of Coleombia hereby gives notice
that the 30-day Congressionzl Review ‘.':“-‘tri-::-r; has expired aad, therefore,
cites the fellowirg legislation 2as D.C, Law 2-8l, effiective June 20, 1978.
W B e
~~ STERIING TUCKEZR
Chairman of the Council

(Val., 24,0, C, Register, 3050, April 28, 1573)
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IN THE COUNCIL OF TH

m

DISTRICT C= COLUMBIA

June 20, 1978

Tc reguire. Dy Statutes the installatzion of smoke getectors
in dwelling unitse hNotels. motels. hospitalss nursing
nomess [3ilse prisons anc rasigential—-custogial care
facilities in the District of Columbias to provigde
regulations for installation of smoke getectorss and for
sther purposese.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COuUNCIL OF THE OISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Thnat tnis act may be cited as tne “Smoke Detrector act of

153d% -

DEFINITIONS

5ec. Z+ 4As usa2d in this act:

(2) The term "dwelling unmit®™ means a structures
buildinge areas roome or compination of rooms occupiad Dy
persons for sleeping or living.

(o) The term “hospital®™ means a builaing ar part
chereaaf used for the medicale 2sychiatrice ocbstetrical or
surgical carey on a twenty—four ([(24) nour Dasises of
inpatiantss

The term "hospital®™ includes genaral nospitalse mental
nosnitalise tuner:ulus}s hospitalaes cnilgren's hospitalse, and

any such fTacilities proviging inpatient care.

L.
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(€] Toe t=r7 "~drsing homa"™ mesns a =uilding or sars
tnaragf usag far the loadiings S8ir2ing and rursing carsy 60
3 zadmtv=Ffoyur (24} hour 32sisy of Zertans ~Noe D3Cuuse of
Trntal or sSrysic3al iacapatityr M3y te unilcle o Travicda for

“S=ir 2wn neands and safe=y ~i1tnouT ~he assiszance af snocher

Tra carn "nursing hove” incluses nursinz ang
=snvaiAscont Namesy skillez Aursirg facilitiazse intarmadiate
caro faciiitiese 3no anfirdaries of nomnes for tha aged.
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(2) The term "owner™ coes not incluge a lessees
sunlessee or gothar parson =ho merely has tne right te occupy
OFf [FOSSESS @ DPremises.

[e} Thne tarm "rasigential-cuszogial care facility™
means & Duiladings or part thereofs used-for the loaging or
soarding of persons wno are incapaplie of szl f-oresarvation
secause of age or ohysical or mental limitationy Or wno are
dezained for correctional purposess

{l) The term "resigential-custogial care facility®
inclugas nomes far tne agecs nNursaries (custodial care faor
snilaren under 5i; {6) years of age). institutions for <he
i@ntally retardezs {care ins:itutiﬂn;} and nalfe=ay Nousas. as
*eTf as sheltereg living facilities and nalfway nouses
aperated by the Jistrict of {olumbia Department of

Gorractions ang Jistrict of Columbia Department of Human
{escurces.

{2) The term "residential=-custodial care facilicy™
does not.incluge day care facilities that Ho not praovide
'a2dging or boarcing for institutional accunant;.

(f)} Tne term "sleeping area™ means a hedroom or room
intended for sleepinge or a cembination of dearooms or roams
intendeqg for sleaping «ithin a cdwelling unit. ~Nicn are
locazes on the same flaoor and are not sefarazed 2y angther

Mabitapie roome such as a living roome Qining room or

e NPT
& Jrapethoul i

()
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1TENen Jut not & batnrooms nalleay or closets & dwelling
NPT May nawve more than one sleeping area.

Thz term "sleeping area” goes not incluss Common usaze
3raas in ssructures &ith merz Than one cwelling units such
as gorridorse lophies and DASEMenTSs

{z) Tne ta2rm "smoxe de#tectaor® magns a device <hich
datects visisle or invisible particles of combustiona

(h} The tarm Psyubstantially ramasjiltaced” means any
IMPprovawra2ntT to 4 siructure ~Nhi<h is valued creater chan one—
matlf [(ls2) of the asssssad valuation of the aroparty
inclucing Tn2 lande.

GEMERAL AT 2UIREMZNTS
38C« 3« The 2«ner of sach new or 2xi5%ing dwalling
nity Notels 7otels nospitals nursing nome 2nd resigantial-
custodial care facility snall install smoke detectors as
rejuirad a3y This a4Ct. The ¥ayar snall install s=acke
darectors in e3cn dweliing units hospitals nursing nNomas
J3ils prison and resicential=-custagial care facility owneg
oy tne District of Columbia.
{a} Tne pwner of each dwelling units notel. zotel.

mospitaly nyrsing Nomes jaile prison ang residential-
custodial zara facility which is gconstructec or

suostantiaily renabilitateg uncer 3 building permit issued
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a7 zer September 30s 1578s shall install smoke detectors as
regsuired by this acte

{3) The owner of egach adwelling unite notels motel,
Nospitale nursing nome and resicdential-custocial care
facilitys oxceat as provicad in subsections [a) and [c) of
ihis sections shall install smoke gdetectors as raguired Dy
18 3¢t withnin three (3) years of the effactive gate of
tAis actTa

{¢) The Mayor snall install smoke getectors as regquirad
Dy this act in each awelling unite Nospitals Nursing homes
:3ils prison anc resigential—-custocdial care facility owned
ovw =he District of Columbias except as provided in
subs2ctiaon (a) of this secticne within two (2) years of the
af fective date of this acte.

) LOCATIONS

Secs 4= (a) Tne owner of each dwelling unit shall
rriatall at least one (1) smoxe detector %o argsect sach
sla2ning are2as. In an efficiencys the owner shall install
the smoxe detectar in the room used for sleepings In all
otner dwelling unitse The owner shall install the smoke
Jetector cutside the Jedrocoms Sut in the immediate vicinity

of the sleening arsas.
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cailing

Toe saner of sscp cnrval o amz mot2l o sh=11 dastall oac
2o f1l} sqiowe Jereotdr TH ofOTaIe o3th SUeST Fuohn o or
FLas CFor £NE Sorgdsss ot miigagarairspay Miuagy
GENS 4 ZuTmaanatiosn of rears 2RSSt are alasyi poounied
412 anite. g gendr B¢ thE Hotel @r Tatzl snhEl]

Lre STO«LE GEragtors 25 Lirsgted oy the Sire Drmiaf of
roet ol Colontias

Tna puanar of each mosoitale Aursine HNom=s Jails
03 raesidoantial~gustgdial cara faciligy shail instail
tRoTas 95 diragoel diy tee Firs DRiel gfFoas

of Zoiumbia ans a3z Follows:

i i &3EY forcisnar Thel 4% S@IjEGSnt vo & radn
slagping SuT 17 ng Ca58 M3Y ThE STOae JetCtArs L3
iTTher S2sr% Thar tharcy (I%) Taést orf more Than
{13) Faaet from army w2lili or

2y ia eagn raor used far sl2enirg.

A7 ZwARr sulizcer Ta Tnis act shall o irstall =ach
ractar 20 tha ceilin: at 4 minisym arf sis (3] inches
wally 2r 2n 8 wall 4t & minisgs of Six (2] ingcnas

c=iling.
A7 OwARE SUD jRCT tﬂ‘tﬁis AcT AIy rot insitall s
LECL3r i0 2 Jead 2if 302402« SUth RS A0efz 102

teets tha2 aall.



SOUIPMENT =

Sec. S« (2) &an owner sudjact to this act shall install

2 smoke detector wnich is cacable of sensing visidle or

inyisinle parsicles of combustion and emitting an aucidle

sigqrnale The owner snall instal)l a smoke detsctor «Nich is

9f 3 =yme approved by the Fire Chief of tne District of
lulumbia consistant «ith any appropriate faders)

regulations. The owner shall install a smoke getector in

accordance with specifications of the manufacturer or in
eaompl iance with the National Fire Protection Assgciation
ieangaras T2=-E and T4 (1974 Edition)e

(B} witnin forty {43} days after tne effective zZate of

rni4 act and bafore aporaving any type of smoke detector

ik

QUrsUent to tHis sectione the Fire Chief of =zne District aof

Latumpia or his designated agents shall nhelc a public

hearing at which he shall considers in addition to any cther

ndtter he considars relevante 3ny potential raaiclogical

tanger gresented by any of tne types of smoke Jetectors

LHAger sonsidaraticone

INSTALLATION

S5écte A ([3) Exceot as orovided in subsections {(5) and

fc) of tnis sactions the owner of each dwelling unit. Rotel.

motels hospitzals nursing nomes jails prison and residentiai-

—— e e ——
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“e_ustooial cara facility shall directly wire the smoke
jetector <o tne power sudply of tne puilding.

(b} In each dwelling units hotely motels nospitale
nursin; nomes jaile prison and rasidentidl-custodial care
facility =nich is if existence on September 33. 15TBs or
ARiCh iS5 constructed uncer 3 builging permit issued before
Jezoper ls 1978, or which is substantially renabilitateds,
the owner may install a smoke detector ~nich operates from a
slug—-in gutler fittez with a plug restrainer gevice if the
outlet is not controlled by an on-off switcn and if the cord
conN@cting tne smoke detector with the cutlet is not

contralled 5y an on=off Switcha

—
-
Il

fer In =23ch guaTiin§ unit Iin 4 structure witn only one
1y dwalling unit whicn is in ax:istence on Septamber 30,
1372« or wnizh is constructed under 8 puilding permit issued
nefore Octaber ls 19TBs or wnich ts subsTantially
renapilitateds tma ownar may install & manitored battery
pOwered smake SEeTeciore.
MATNTENANCE

Seca 7o An owner subject to this act snall maintain

sach smoke datector in & relianle gperating caondition and

shall make periodic inspections and tests to insure that

23ch smoke detectsr 15 N Jrap2r warking cangitions



PERMITS
S5ec. 3+ NC Dwner may Dermanentiy wire a3 smoke getector
zo tne elecrrical system of a structure without first
sanaining an elactrical permit from tne Permit Division of
“fa Deparement af Economic Development.
OTHER APPLICZABLE 5TANDJARDS

5eCe 9« ANy person who installs a smoxke detector shall

camply with tne reguirements of this code and the National
Fire Protection Asspociation Standarcs 72=8 and Té& (1974
zZition)s In cthe event of a conflict petween this act anag
'Ma Matiornal Fire Protection Assaciazian Standarg2s T2== and
5 {1974 Editionle t1nis act takes precedences
AMENDMENT 7O FIRE PREVENTION CDOE

5ece L0« (@) The table aof seczions for Part 32 of
Lnapter II1 of the Fire Prevention Code (Title Ty DelCeRura)
is amenced by acding at the end thereof the following:

#32.10 Smoke Detector Systems.".

{8} Part 32 of chapter il of tne Fire Prevention Code

»f the District of Columbia (Title 7v DelsReR.} is amengea

oy adding the fellowing new seztion:

"Seca 32.10 Smoke Detsctor Systamse
"The owner of each dwelling units hotels mocels

nospitale nursing homes jaile 2risons and residential-

custadial care facility snall install smoke detectors

r.:-""'"‘\
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—- and compoly with trne requirements of thne Smoka Serector
ACt of LITBe™e
AMENDMENT TO HOUSING REGULATIONS
SeC. lls Section 3210 (Fire Alarm Systems) of article
320 of the “ousing Regulations of the District of lolumbia
{Title 55+ CeleRuR.} is amendeg by adding tne following new
section:
"1210.4 Each ocwnar or ogerator of a nousing
ousiness snall install smoxe getectors and comply =ith
tna rejuiremaents of =he Smoxe Detector Acst of 1978.".
AMENOMENT TT ELECTRICAL CODE
5€c. 12« Secrtion &%0-84 {(Automacic Oetectors) of
“ticle 590 of the 1977 Tiectrica)l Cage of the District of
Columpia (Title 532y Dul«Rafds) is amended as follows:
{a) sy inserting “or smoxe™ immegiately after "heat™ |n
the firs: sentence of tne first saragraon; ang
{o) 5y amending the first sentence of th2 fourcth
paragrapn %o read as follows:
fHaat or 5mané datectors may be instaliad in loops
or circuits to cover a designated ared.”.
AMENDMENT TD 3UILJOING LODE
Sec. l3. Article 12 of the Second Amencment to the 1972
3uilding Coda for the District of Columbia (Title Sa=l.

]I:.RIRQI is amended =‘r dalettr‘!g EEC:iﬂnﬁ lzﬂﬁ-ﬂs lzuﬁ-li

= ]
- Rafalie F Y
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123%5.2 ang
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225.3 anc inserting in lieu thereof tne
fellowing:
*Section 1225.0--5moke Detect=ors

mSections

#1225.1 5moxe Detectors

“Secs 1205.1 The owner of @ structure classified as
Group L (residential) and Group ™ (institytional) in
aesorsance witn =he yse classifications in sections
222+3 and 202.9 of these requlations shall install smoke
detectors and comply with thae Smoke Zetactor aAct of
1978

AMEMCMENT TD “EALTH CARE FACILITIZSS REGULATION
5aCe lée Seetion 2C[(2} of Title Vv of th2 Healsn Care
facilities Regutations approved June lae 1374 (Regulation
f4=15)+ is amendad Dy accing the fallowing new paragraph
{3):

"(3) <tach owner of & nealtn care facility snall
instaill smoke getectars and comply wiiIn tnNe requirements
for nursing homes in the Smnga Datacter Act of 1l973%." )

\VAENDMENT TO COMMUNITY RESIDENCET FACILITIES LICEMSURE ALT OF 1977
Seces 15« Section l&(d) of the Caoammunity Fesidencs

Facilitios Lic2nsure Act of 1577 (Dala Law 2=35) is amended

to read as fallows:

()
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— Ll f el Smoxe Jetsction System

PZacn community residence facility snall install
smaske detectoars and comaly &ith thne reduirements for
residential=custodial care faciltias in tha Smoke
Cetacstor Azt of 1978.".

EFFECTIVE DAT:E
Sece lita This act snhall take effect a4fter thne thirty
{30) gay period proviged far Congressional review of acts of
~nae Council of tne Oistrict of Columaia in sectiaon 602(ci(l)
af thne District of Columpia Seif=Sovernment and Governmental

Peagrjanizatian act {37 Stat. Ble; D.C. COger sec,. I-

f-‘uTr:;[I}I.

e

&
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