COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT CF COLUMBIA
NOTICE
D.C. LAW 3-10%&

"District of Columbia Funds Control Act of 1980".

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
"the Act", the Counclil of the District of Columbia adopted Bill
Yo. 3=-169, on first and second readings, June 17, 1980 and July
L, 1380, respectively. Subegquent to the Mayor’'s disapproval
on July 22, the Council re-enactad 3111 No. 3=169 on July

380,
29, 1980 and this legislation was assigned Act No. 3-229. The Act

was published in the August 29, 1980, edition of the D.C. Register,
{(Vol. 27 page 3748) and transmitted to Congress on August 1,

1930 for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section 602 (z2)(1l)
of the Act.

The Councll of the District of Columbia hnereby zives notice
that the 30-day Congressional Review 2eriod has exp
therefore, cites this enactment as D.C. Law 3-104 effective

September 26, 1980.

ARRINGTCN DIXON
Chairman of the Council

Dates Counted During the 30-day Ccngressional Review Pericd:

August 1,4,5,6,18,19,20,21,22,25,26,27,28
September  3,4,5,8,9,10,11,12,15,16,17,18,19,22,23,24,25



July 22, 1980

TO THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA:

Today, I have disapproved Bill 3-169, the Funds Control
Act of 1980. After serious considération, I have concluded
that to acquiesce in the dictates of this bill would be to
participate in a serious weakening of this government's ability
to confront and resolve many of the difficult problems that

we are faced with at this +ime.

The bill would require the executive branch to prepars
<wo new budgets =2ach vear Zor the approval of zhe Council.
These new budgets wculd be in addition to the massive budget
the executive branch already prepares annually and that is sub-
ject to the approval of the Council and the Congress. In
addition, the bill would reguire the Council's approval before
the executive branch could even apply for some major federal
jrants which may become available on short notice. And it

would require the Council's approval each time the Mayor used
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his longstanding authority to borrow mcney for short pericds
without interest from the U.S. Treasury. This authority is
used not to fund the budget, but to manage the District's
cash flow to maintain adequate cash balances in the periods
before tax returns and other revenues are received during

the year.

As 1 have stated to the Council previously, I do not ob-

ject to the Council's desire to be involved in the consideration




of applications for major grants, nor do I object to presenting
to the Council a gross budget plan. Indeed, I believe that

the Council should be notified and. consulted in advance when-
ever possible on all major financial and budgetary actions.
This includes notification of any adjustments in the gross

budget plan that result from Congressional action in the apnro-

L

oriations act or from grants awarced after the beginning ¢
the fiscal year. It also includes prompt notéficétion hallhs b
need for borrowing. Subsegquent to such notification, I

would welcome the views of the Council, whether exvressed for-

mally or informally.

However, to require the preparation of additional budgets
and their approval by act of the Council would contravene the
oolicy and procedure for development and enactment of the
budget set forth in the Charter, and subject our financial
affairs to further congressional involvement through the con-
gressional legislative review process. In addition, to reguire
approval in each instance of short-term borrowing -- which
Congress and all types of enterprises and institutions recognize
as an essential financial management tool =-- would critically
interfere with my responsibilities as chief financial officer
of this city and virtually destroy one of the few instruments

of financial flexibility Congress has left to us. Moreover,

to require that the Council approve by resolution instead of




by act, whether approving short-term borrowing or an additional
budget, would violate the principle of separation of powers and
the Mayor's prerogative to disapprove legislation (See the at-

tached opinion of the Corporation Counsel).

We have had imposed on us by the Congress a uniguely long,
cumbersome and inflexible budget process. Moreover, as thc
Council recognizes, this process in crucial revects deprives
us of the full fiscal autonomy that rightfully inheres in
true sel:i government. Unfortunately, only Congress can correct

this flaw. I believe that Congress will eventually do so,

given pesistent urging by the people of the District of Columbia,

and their elected representatives. I do not believe, however,

that the prospect of this eventuality is enhanced, or that the

difficulties it causes are mitigated, by local legislation that
at cne and the same time masks the source and magnifies the

effects of the problem.

Accordingly, I have concluded that to accept or to acknow-
ledge the rigidities and constraints of this bill would be bad

policy, and bad law.

Finally, I wish to reiterate my desire to foster as much
cooperation as possible between the executive and legislative
branches of this government, and to discuss with the Council
ways to provide additional financial information that Council-
members believe they need to carry out their duty to legislate
responsibly.

Singerely,

.. P

rion S. Burry, Jr.
Mayor
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4ritten notice of disapproval of such resolution

e filea oy any -eabir of the Lounzii with tne

' Il Fe .- > ¢ 5 ol
b Bt G TN AU DNOIE T G AR
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Secratary to tne Council witnin fourtean (l4)

of tne rac2ist of such resalution from tne Maydre

th2 resglutioan snall b2 geemag to> de 3pproved.

Snoulg notic2 of disaparoval pa fileal aquring SucH

initial fourteen (l4) day peridde th2 Coyncil

snall 1ispas2 of sucn notice of 3isalproval wizthin

tnirecy (30) zays of the initial reazeipt of tn

1)

raesoiutian from Thna +“ayore or rn2 rasolution =

A

2sc20lisn nne dudget structure 50311 D2 Jeama

(@

J€ 329proved.

(€C) No such rasglution May 2 sy pD7itt20 ©o
tha Zodncil Juring sucn tine as tne -Zouncil s aon
recesse 3ccording to its rulas nar s1311 23ny time

perisc provided in tnis section Iontinue €t run

:urinq‘Sucn tine as tne Council is i1 proc2ssa.

(ay [f th2 Zouncil gisadoproves suzh
rasoluytions tn2 Yayor mave ON 2 C123ar showing
Snargel circumstiance naw iNfornarcion, or
3g3itional 2Administrativa N3ardsnipe 35« for 3
reconsidaration of tne previous 23Actisn of cha
Zouncile Thna Zouncil ma8y iN its gisir2tion
reconsidar itS previodus 3ACctidne

5ece 13. aporawval of ¥“avoral 3dorrowina of

S Syndse

D.C.Code,
sec. 47-255



<30
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Th: “ayor is aitnorizel tO Dirroa tunas tr,m
N Jnar 2 States Teoaasury 60 antizia4raan ot N
Zollacrion Or rezeipt Ht roveonges: 2y liz te Tt
2327 S ACTY DOrrfOwmIN] 1S 32DproveT Ny t - (ounce ) 11
I ANC - TOF S 4EY JOrPIwanNg Dy r293) it o

dele lle -tteztive Jate.

Thes act snall take aftect 4teae a4 tnirty (3)
14y Der120 Ot Zoagressional reviose tollgein
1007 vl Dy th2 ¥3yor (Or in the evenr o{ vero Ny
rrs ¥3yOre AZTtiON Ny tne CounCil Ot *H Jygtry-t
it Columnia to override the veto) +S providel in
Seiteon 502(2)(l) 9fF tne District 2€¢ Colymye
Seltt=Govarnmane and Sovernmental Reorgini 23t yon

ACte doproved Jecenher 2%, 1973 (A7 Stat, =13,

Je_e (D207 saCe l=laT(c)(l)).

DISAPPROVED

" o 2 B Y ol s O

Mayor
District of Columbia

July 22, 1980




—rd—— e

g s e o 22

COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLIMA3IA
SECTRD OF CFRCLAL COIneCil ACTICN

ACTION:

DCCXET NO: B _3-169

Adopted First Reading 6-17-80

Majority

& vercz vors:
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Moore, Spaulding and Rav

/7 ROLL CALL VOTE:
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Override 7-29-80
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