
COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

NOTICE 

D. C. LAW 3-20 

"Immunization of School Students Act of 1979" 

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-

Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198, 

"the Act", the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bill 

No. 3-66, on first, amended first, and second readings, May 

22, 1979, June 5, 1979 and June 19, 1979 respectively. Fol lowing 

the signature of the Mayor on July 12, 1979, this legislation 

was assigned Act No. 3-64, published in t he July 27, 1979, 

edition of the D.C. Register, (Vol . 26 page 380) and transmitted 

to Congress on July 18, 1979 for a 30-day review, in accordance 

with Section 602 (c)(l) of the Act. 

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice 

that the 30-day Congressional Re view Period has expired, and, 

therefore, cites the fol l owing legislation as D.c. Law 3-20, 

effective September 28, 1979. , 

Co ncil 

Dates Counted During the 30-day Congressional Review Period: 

July 

August 

September 

18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27' 30, 31, 

1, 2' 3 

5, 6, 7, 10, 11 , 12 , 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20 , 
21, 24, 25, 26, 27 



D.C. LAW 3~ 2 O 
Enrolled Original 

Eff'~TIVEs-p "' 
DATE I:. ~ 0 1979 

A~ ACT 

D.C. ACT3- 6 4 

IN THE :OJNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

• 12 1979 

To iTimunize all students who are incomoletely immunized 
aqainst the ~reventable childhooj diseases. and to 
estaDl isn a continuing syste~ by which all students will 
~e fully inmunized at the earliest appropriate time. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Th a t this act may be cited as the "ITimunization of School 

Students Act of 1979". 

Sec. 2. For the puroose of this a:t: 

(a) The tern "admit" or the tern "admission~ ~eans the 

~ffi:i a l enrollment at any level by a school of a student 

that entitles the student to attend the school regularly. 

~hetner full-time or part-tine. and to participate fully in 

all the activities established for a student of his or her 

aqe. educational level. or other aopro~riate classification. 

(D) The t e rTI "certification of i mnunization" neans 

"ritten certification Dy a private p hysician. his or her 

representative. or the public health authorities that the 

student is inmuniz ed. 
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(c) The terTI "student" means any oerson who seeks 

adTiissio~ to school, or for whom admission to school is 

sought by a parent or guardian, and who will not have 

attained the age of twenty-six (26) years oy the start of 

the scnool terTI for which admission is sought. 

(d) The terTI "immunized" or tne term "iTimunization" 

neans initial imnunization and any boosters or 

reimmunization required to maintain imnunization against 

diohtheria, ~o1 iomyelitis, tetanus, ruoella, measles, and 

munps in accordance with the iTimunization standards issu e d 

Dy tne pJblic health authorities pursuant to this act. 

(e} The tern "Mayor" means the ~ayor of the District of 

~olumbia. 

(f) The terTI "public health autnorities 11 Tieans the 

offi:ial or officials of the Executive Branen of the 

qovernTient of the District of Columbia designated by the 

~ayor pursuant to this act. 

(q) The term "resoonsible person" means, in the case of 

a student under eighteen (18) years of age, a parent or 

quardian of the student. but in the :ase of a student 

eighteen (18) years of age or older, the student himself or 

nerself. 

(h) The term "school" means (l) any public school 

throuqn the twelftn (12tn) grade ooerated under the 
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authority of tne Board of Education of tne District of 

Columbia; (2) any orivate or par::>cnial school that offers 

instruction at any level or grade fr::>m kindergarten through 

twelfth (12t!"t); (3) any private ::>r p::ir::>chial nursery sch::>0l 

or preschool. or any private or parochial day-care facility 

required to oe licensed by the District of Columoia; and (4) 

any colleqe or university created or incorporated oy soecial 

act of Conqress or the Council of the District of :olumbia 

::>r required to be licensed by the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 3. No student shall be admitted oy a school unless 

the scnool has certification of imnunization for that 

student. or unless tne student is exemoted pursuant to 

section 7. 

Sec. 4. The Mayor shall. Dy regulations. specify the 

imnunization standards to oe used for co~pl iance with this 

~ct. and may also. by regulation. revise the 1 ist of 

requested imnunizations. 

Sec. 5. Witn respect to any student for whon a scnool 

does not have c~rtification of inmunization. the school 

shall notify a _resoonsible person (a) that it nas no 

certification of inmunization for the student; (b) tnat it 

may not admit the student without certification (unless the 

student is e~empted on medical or reli~ious grounds oursuant 

to section 7 of this act); (c) tnat the student nay oe 
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immunize~ and receive certification Dy a private physician 

or tne public health autnorities; and (d) how to contact the 

ouolic healtn authorities to learn where and when they 

oerforTI these services. Neither the District of Columbia 

nor any school or school official shall be liable in damages 

to any person for failure to comply Ni th this section. 

Sec. 6. A school shall permit a student to attend for 

not more than ten (10) days while the school does not nave 

certification of immunization for that student. If 

im~unization requires a series of treatments tnat can not be 

completed Nithin the ten (10) days. the student shall oe 

oermitted to attend school while tne treatments are 

continuing if. within the ten (10) days. the school receives 

written ,otification from whomever is administering it that 

t he imnunization is in progress. 

Sec. 7. No certification of inmunization shall be 

required for tne admission to a school of a student (a) for 

#horn tne res:>onsible person objects in qood faith and in 

writin~. to the chief official of the school. that 

im ·11unization would violate his or ner rel igi:>us Del iefs; or 

(b) for whom the school nas written certification by a 

orivate ohysician. his or her re~resentative. or tne public 

,ealth authorities that immunization is medically 

i nadv i sa:ll e. 
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Sec. a. In order to implement the requirements of this 

act effi:iently. the public health authorities may develop a 

olan under which inmunization may oe made availaole to 

students accordinq to groups defined alphaDetically. 

qeographically. or by age or grade or otherwise. and upon 

apol ication of tne public health aut,orities or the 

Superintendent of Schools. tne Mayor may suspend for no 

longer than one (l) year tne application of this act to 

those 1rouos of students to whom iTimunization under such a 

plan will not De made available soon enougn to avoid barring 

them froTI adnission to school. 

Sec. 9. Tne Regulation Requirin~ Im~unization of School 

:hildren. enacted ~ay s. 1972 (Regulation 72-9)• as amended 

oy the Requlation Amending Regulatio, 72-9 Regarding 

Immunization of School Children. enacted May 11. 1973 

(Regulation 73-11)• is hereby reoealed. 

Sec. 10. If any provision of this act or its 

application to any person or cir:unstance is held to be 

inval ij. tne remaininq provisions an3 other apol ications 

shal 1 ~lOt De affecte3. 
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Sec. 11. This act shall be take effect as provided for 

acts of the Council of the District of Columoia in section 

~02(c){l) of the District of Columoia Self-Government and 

Governnental Reorqanization Act. 

-~*-~_& I, ___ _ 
Chair nan \ ~ 
Council of t e District of Columbia 

ayor 
Distri c t of Columbia 

APPROVED: July 12, 1919 
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