COUNCIL OF THE ODISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

NOTICE
D.C. LAW 4-194

"Child Restraint Act of 1982".

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P, L. 93-198,
“the Act", the Council of the District of Columbia adopted 8i11
No. 4-434 on first and second readings, November 16, 1982, and

December 14, 1982, respectively. Following the signature of the

Mayor on December 28, 1982, this legislation was assigned Act MNa.

4-278, published in the January 7, 1983, edition of the D.C.

Register, (Vol. 30 page 49) and transmitted tc Congress on January

7, 1983 for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section 602 (¢) (1)

of the Act.

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice
that the 30-day Congressicnal Review Period has expired, and
therefore, cites this aenactment as 0.C. Law 4-194, effective

March 10, 1983.

ARKzZ
Chairman of the Council

Dates Counted During the 30-day Congressional Review Period:

January 25,26,27,28, 21
February 1,2,3,4,7,8,9,10,11,14,15,16,17,22,23,24,25,28

March 1,2,3,4,7,8,9
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Enrolled original
DC. LAW 4= 194 Hiistes

"o AR 10 882 DC. ACT 4 -278

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DEC 281882

To require the use of child restraint seats for children of
less than 3 years of age who are passengers in a moter
vehicle; to require the use of child restraint seats or
safety belts for children of more than 3 years of age
and less than 6 years of age who are passengers in a
motor vehicle; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

That this act may ke cited as the "Child Restraint Act of

1s82".
Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia finds
: CDIZICATION
That: D.C.Ccde,
title 40,
(a)(1) Naticnally, motor vehicle accidents are the new chapter 12
leading cause of death of children of less than 6 years of New
IJ -<:4-c:::(i£el
age; sec. 40-1201
(1981 ed.)

(2) In 1981, over 6CQ children of less than & years of
age were reported injured in motor wvehicle accidents in”ﬁhe
District of Columbia, reflecting an increase of 18% over
reported ipjuriés in 1980 and 40% over reported injuries in
1879;

(3) Young children, due to their small size and early
skeletal develcpment, are at a much greater risk of serious
bedily injury in motor vehicle accidents than are adults;

(4) Proper use cf child restraint seats and safety
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belts has been estimated to reduce by as much as 90% and
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67%, respectively, the fatalities and injuries to children

resulting from motor vehicle accidents;

(5) Reducing fatalities and injuries to children from
motor vehicle accidents through the prcper use of child
restraint seats and safety belts would result in a
significant reduction of the scocial and economic burdens
which these accidents place upen families, insurers, and the
public generally;

(8) Project Safe=Child is a cooperaéive program
conducted by the Office cf Child Eealth Advocacy at
Children's Hospital Naticnal Medical Center and the
Transportaticn Safety Divisicn of the Office of Policy and
®rogram Cevelopment in the District of Columbia Department
of Transportation which includes a child restraint loaner
program for the distribution of child restraints <o
sesidents of the District of Columbia; and

(7) Procject Safe-Child's public information program and
child restraint lcaner programs, upon being expanded through
greater allocation of federal grant funds from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administraticn, can assist the public
in complying with this act.

(b) It is tﬁe purrpose of.this act to require that
children of less than 6 years of age te protected by being
properly restrained in a child restraint seat cr safety belt

when ridizg in a motor vehicle.

Sec. 3. Definitions N 3
D.C.Ccde, ¢
4 o My e - . H
As used in this act the term: sec. 40-120%
QAaR71 a4 3
1 " ) et 4 -1 - (1981 e4d.)
(L) Child restraint seat’ means any motcr
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vehicle restraint system which has been designed tc protect

children and has been approved pursuant to section 5.

(2) "Operator" means a persen who drives or is in

actual physical control of a vehicle.

(3) "Properly restrained", when used in reference
to the use of a safety belt, means secured with the lap
portion of a safety belt which is provided in a motor
veﬂicle; and when used in reference to the use of a child
restraint seat, means secured in a child restraint seat
which itself has been fastened to the motor vehicle by a
safety belt and in which all securing straps are being used.

(4) "Transport" means to have a child of less
than 5 vears of age as a passenger in a motor vehicle while
the operator is seated in the driver positicn and the motor
vehicle is either parked or in motion.

(3) "Motor vehicle" means any device with more
than 3 wheels and a seating capacity of 8 or fewer
passengers, exclusive of the cperater, which is propelled by
an internal combustion engine, electricity, or steam, and
which is desicgned, used, or maintained for passenger or
recreational purposes, or which is designed, used, or
maintained for ﬁ&ansportinq freight, merchandise, or other
commercial loads or property.

The term "motor vehicle" does not include any device
which is used for livery, sightseeing, taxi, ambulance,
funeral, or farm purposes; or any device with more than 3
wheels which is propellad by an internal combustion engine,

electricity, or steam and which has a seating capacity eof
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more than 8 passengers, exclusive of the operator.

Sec. 4. (a) The ocperator of a motor vehicle may nect

transport any child of less than 3 years of age unless the g?gxxde,
sec. 40-1203
child is properly restrained in a child restraint seat. (1981 ed.)
(b) The operator cf a motor vehicle may not transport
any child between 3 years of age and 6 years of age unless
the child is properly restrained in a child restraint seat
or safety belt. .
(¢) A parent or legal guérdian may traﬁsport his or
her child without restraint as required herein if that
rerson is transporting a number of his or hér own children
of less than & years cf age which exceeds the number of
passenger positions equipped with safety belts in the motor
venicle.
Sec. 5. Child restraint seats shall conform to all
applicable federal motor wvehicle safety standards g?ggxﬁe,

- sec. 40-1204
established pursuant to section 103 of Title I of the (1981 ed.)
Naticnal Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966,
approved September 9, 1966 (80 Stat. 719; 15 U.S.C. 1392).

Sec. 6. This act shall apply to residents of the
District of Columbia, and toc any cther person operating a New :
motor vehicle which is required to be registered in the gc‘iﬁfﬁzos
District of Columbia, or which is required to have a Sl o
reciprocity sticker, pursuant to the District of Columbia
Motor Vehicle Registration Act of 12882, effective March 18,
1682 (D.C. Law 4=-80; D.C. Ccode, sec. 40-303). ;
Sec. 7. (a) Any individual who violatas any provisicn é
of this act shall be subject to a fine of $25, and the New ;
D.C.Cde,
sec. 40-1206
(1981 ed.)
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violation shall be processed and adjudicated under the

provisions applicable to parking, standing, stopping, and
pedestrian infractions which are set forth in Eitle TTT oif
the District of Columbia Traffic Adjudication Act of 1878,

effective September 12, 1878 (D.C. Law 2-104; D.C. Code,

sec. 40-821 et sec.).

(b) The fine for the first violation of section 4(a)

by any operator shall be waived upen presentation of proof
by the operator that an approved child restraint seat has
been acguired subsequent to the viclation by the operator or
by the parent or legal guardian of the child who was
zransported without being properly restrained.

(c) The Director of the Department of Transportation
shall net assign any‘points under the provisions of 18 DCMR
to the driver record of any person convictad of a violation
cf this act.

Sec. 8. Neither a violation of this act nor compliance
kerewsith snall constitute any evidence cf negligence or
contributory negligence, nor shall either a violaticn or
compliance provide any basis for a civil action for damages.

Sec. 9. The Mayor of the District of Columbia may
issue rules to implement this act and shall ensure that a
program of public information is undertaken prior to the
effective date established in section 10(b).

Sec. 10. (a) Except as provided in subsecticn (b), this
act shall take effect after a 30-day periocd of Congressicnal
review, following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of

veto by the Mayor, action by the Council of the District of

Enrolled Origina

New
D.C.Ccde,
sec. 40-1207
(1981 ed.)

New
D.C.Code,
sec. 40-1208
(1981 ed.)
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Columbia to override the veto) as provided in section

602(c) (1) of the District of Columbia Self-Government and

Governmental Reorganization Act,

(87 Stat. 813; D.C. Code, sec.

(b)

1s83.

approved December 24,

1-233(c)(1)).

1973

Sections 3 through 8 shall take effect July 1,

Cha-rman ;

Council

h Lo

Mayor

District ¢£ Columbia

APPROVED:

December 28,

19

the Dlstrlcu of Columbia

-

Enrolled Origina

New
D.C.Code,
sec. 40-12C
(1981 e4.)

1 ey

€43 g% [gamme



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Council Period Four
Second Session

DOCKET No: B 4-434

IX | Item on Consent Calendar
actton: Adopted First Reading, 11-16-82

% | vorcz vore: Unanimous

asent: Shackleton

|~ | ROLL CALL VOTE:

| OONCIL MEFBER[AYE INAY IN.V. 13 .3, [COUNCIL, MEMBER [AYE [NAY IN.V. A.B. | COONCIL VEVBER|AYE NAY (N.V.A.B.|
|CN. DN KANE SEACKLETCN | 1
| RINTER MASCN SPAULDING |
| CLARKE MOORE, JR. WILSON !
| CAWECRD RAY I
| JARVIS SOLARK |

{

T - Incicates vote A.3. - abgsent N.V. = Not Voting

ERTIFICATION OF RECCRD

te

IX_| Item on Consent Calendar
aroN: Adopted Final Reading, 12-14-82

< worcs vore:  Cnanimous

psent: Wilson

1™ ROLL CALL VOTE:

| SO B AT AT TNV . 1A B, | COONCIL VEMEER [AYE NAY N.7. A.B. [COONCIL YEMBERIAYE[NAY[N.V.IA.3. |
| MV . DIXON KANE ! SEACETON | -
| WINTER MASCN i SPAULDING i
| TARRE WOORE, JR. WILSCN 1
| CRRWECRD FAY l
| JARVIS i FOLARK ' l

I

X - lndicates vote2 A.3. - Absent N.V. - Not Voting
RECCRD

| VOICZ VOTE:

Absent:

I | ROLL CALL VOTE:

| B, VEVEER | AYE NAY IN.V. A3 |CCUNGLL, MEMBER |AYE [NAY (N.V.[A.3. (CCUNCIL VEVBER |AYE [NAY IN. V. (A3
|CGIMN. DIXON | | KANE ] | SEACKIITCN -f i |
| WINTER | MASTN i ! { 1SPAULLING | i |
| CARKE MCCRE, JR. | ] [ WILSON ] |
| CRAWFCRD RAY ! ] i
| GARVIS | ROLARK | | !

i

I

X - lrdicates vocte A.B. - Absent N.V. - Not Voting

CERTIFICATION CF RECCRD

=P eIT4 Secretary oo the (ouncil Jace

i® [paume) sy}
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