COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

NOTICE
D.C. LAW 4-34

"Vital Records Act of 1981",.

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
"the Act", the Council of.the District of Columbia adopted Bill
No. 4-161 on first and second readings, June 16, 1981 and June
30, 1981, respectively. Following the signature of the Mayor
on July 20, 1981, this legislation was assigned Act No. 4-58,

published in the July 24, 1981 edition of the D.C. Register,

(Vol. 28 page 3271) and transmitted to Congress on July 23, 1981
for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section 602 (c)(l) of
the Act.

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice
that the 30-day Congressional Review Period has expired, and

therefore, cites this enactment as D.C. Law 4-34, effective

<:;:k&hahﬁ- T S

ARRINGTON‘DIXON
Chairman of the Council

October 8, 1981.

Dates Counted During the 30-day Congressional Review Period:

July 23,24,27,28,29,30,31

August 3,4
September 9,10,11,14,15,16,17,18,21,22,23,24,25,28,29,30

October 1,2,5,6,7
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To requlate rthe reportinge maintenance, issuances
and confidentiality of certain vital recordse.

Enrolled Origirel

8E IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE OISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

That this 3ct may be cited as the "yital Records

act of 1981".
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Sec. 2. Definitions

e —— ——

Unless otherwise Specifiead as usea in this D.C.Code,
sec. 6-301
3Ctes the term: (1973 ed.)

(1) "Court" means the Superior Court of the
District of Columbpi3a estaplished by DeCe.
Codes seCe l1-901.

(2) “Day" means calendar dave.

(3) "Dead body"™ means a8 human body or suych
parts of such human body from the
condition of which it may be reasonably
concluded that death recently occurrede.

() "District®™ means within the geoqgraphical
boundaries of the District of Columbiade.

(S) "Fetal death™ means death prior to the
complete expulsion or extraction from its

mother of a product of a human
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conceptions irrespective of the duration
of pregnancy. The deatnh is indicateq by
the fact that after such exbulsion or
extraction the fetus doesS Not Dreatne or
show any other evidence of }life such as
beating of the neart, pulsation of the
umbilical corde Or definite movement of
voluntary muscleses The term “feotal
death" goes not include an induced
termination of pregnancye

(6) "“File"™ means the presentation of 3 vital
record for reqgistration.

(7) "Final disposition™ means tne burials
interments Ccremations removal from the
Districty or other 3uthorized diSposition
of a dead body or fetus.

(8) "Institution®™ means any establishment,
public or privates which provides in-
patient medicals surgicale Or diagnostic
care or treatmente Or nursinge custodial,
or domiciliary cares or to which persons
are committed by )awe

(9) "Live birth™ means the complete expulsion

or extraction from its mother of a




(10)

(11)

(12)

Enrolled

product of human conceptione irrespective
of tne duration of pregnancys whniche

aftar such expulsion or extractions
breathess OF showS any other eviagence of
1ife such 3s peating of tne hearts
pulsation of the umpilic3l corge OF
gefinite movement of voluntary muscless
whether or not the umpilical cord nh3s
been cut or the placenta is 3ttacnedes
wperson™ meadans an ingividuale 2 truste an
estates 3 partnership. a corporation
(including associationse joint stock
companiese 3nd insurance companies)s tne
District governmentes Of an agency ofr
instrumentality of the District
governmente

"pPhysician®™ means an individual
autnorized to practice medicine or
osteop3thy in the Districte

nReqistrar"™ means the person appointed Dy
the Director of the pDepartment of Human
services to administer the system of
vital records for the District government

under this aCte

Originel
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(13) "Registration"™ or "Register" means the
acceptance of vital records by the
Registrar and tnhe incorporation of vital
records praovided for in tnis act iNto nis
or her official recordse.

(l4) "System of vital records" means tne
registrations collections Preservations
amenaments and certification of vital
recordss the collection of other reports
required by this acte and activities
related thereto.

(15) "vital records" means certificates or
reports of Dirth, death. marriage,
divorces annulments and data related
thereto which is permitted to be gathered
under this acte

(l6) "vital statistics"” means the data derived
from certificates and reports of birthe
deaths fetal deaths marriages divorces

annuliments and related reportse

Sece 3. yital Records system D.C.Code,
sec. 6-302
Tne Mavor shall establish a vital Records (1973 ed.)

system consistent with this act for the reportinge
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maintenances. issuances 3and confidenti3lity of

vital recordse

Secs 4. Appointment 3nd Duties Ot Registrar

e e — —— — — ———— — — ——— — —

The Director of the Department of Human D.C.Code,
sec. 6-303
services shall 3ppoint the Registrar who shalls (1973 ed.)
(3) Be in charge of 3dministering the vital

records system and be the custodian of its
records; and |

(b) Develop and distripute forms or otner

means for transmitting data to carry out the
reporting and registration purposes of this acte.

Sec. 5« General _Requirements

(a) Each certificate, records reports and D.C.Code,
sec. 6-304
other document required by this 3ct shall be on 23 (1973 ed.)

form or in 3 format prescribed by the Registrar.

(b) Each vital record shall contain the date
of reqistratione

(c) Information reqQuired in a certificate of
report may pe filed and registered by
photographics electronice or other means 3s
prescribed by the Reqistrare

(d) Eacﬁ form may include each item
recommended by the federal agency responsible for

national vital statisticSe
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Secs 6. Birth Registration

(a) A certificate of pirtn for e2ach live
Dirth which occurs in the District shall pe filed D.C.Code,
. . ' ) ) . sec. 6-305
4s directed Dy the Registrars within five {5) dgavs (1973 ed.)

after such birthe 3ng shall be reqgistered if it
n3s been completed and filed in accordance with
this acte.

(D) When a pbirth occurs in or enroute to an
institution the person in charge of the
institution or his or her designee shall collect
the personal data. prepare the certificate, secure
the signAatures requireds 3and file the certificatee
The physician or other person in attendance at or
immediately after the bDirth shall provide the
megical information required in tne certificate
ana certify to the facts Of pirth within seventy-
two (72) hours after the birthe If the PhysicCians
or other person in attendance at or immediately
after the births does nNot certify to the facts of
Dirth within the seventy—two (72)-hour periods
the person in charge of the institution or his or

ner designee shall certify to the facts of birth

angd complete the certificatee.




(c) when a birtn occurs outside 3an
institutions tne certificate snall be orep3red and
filead by one (1) of the following persons in the
indicated orger of priority:

(1) The physician in attena3ance at the
time of birth or in attendance
immegiately after the birtns;

(2) Any other person in attendance 3t
the time of birth or in attendance
immediately after the birth: or

(3y The fathere the mother. oOr in the
apsence of the father and tne inapility
of the mothers the person in charge of
the premises where the birth occurreds

(d) wWhen a birth occurs on a mov i Ng
conveyince witnin the United States 3nd the child
is first removed from the conveyance in the
Districts the birth shall be registered in tne
Districts and the place where it is first removed
shall be considered the place of birthe When a
birth occurs onf a moving conveyance while in
international- watersy air spaces in a foreign
country or its air spaces 3nd the chilad is first

removed from the conveyance in tne Districte the

Enrolled Original
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pirtn shall be registered in the Districts but the
certificate snall show the actual place of pirtn

insofar 3s can be determinede.

(e) For the purposes of preparation and
filing a birth certificate the following rules
apply:

(L) The certificate shall include thne

name of tne mother of the childg;

(2) If tne mother w3s married at tne
time of either conceotion or birthe or between
conception and birthe the name of the husband
shall be entered on the certificate as the father
of the cnilds, unless parentage has been determined
otherwise by the_Court pursuant to D.Ce. COdes sece
16-909 et segqe;

(3) If the motnher was not married at the
time of either conception or birth or between
conCeption and birthes the name of the father snal)
only be entered on the certific3ate with the
written consent of the mother and the person to be
nNamed as the fathers in which c3see upon written
request to the Registrar by both parentss the
surname of the child shall pe entered on the

certificate as that of the father;

40rolleg Original
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(&) If the fatner is not «.amed on the
certificate of birthe no other .nf.,rmaction 3bout
the father snall be entered on tne certificate;
and

(S) In all other casese the Surniame of
th2 child snall pe the legal surnaue of the mother
it tne time of birthe

(q) Eitner of the parents of the childe or
other informante shall confirm with nis or nher
signature the accuracy of the personal data

entered on the certificate before the certificate

is fileds
Sece 7. Infants_of unkpown P3arentages;
D.C.Code,
Foundling_Registration sec. 6-306
(1973 ed.)

(3) A person who 3ssumes legal custody of a
live born infant of unknown parentage shall report
the following information to the RegiStrars, within
five (5) days after taking custody:

(1) Date and place chila was founds;
(2) Sexs racee and approximate birth
date of child;

(3) Name 3nd address of the person or

institution with whom the child has been

placed for care;
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(4) Name given to the child by the
custodian of the chilg; and

(5) Any other d3at3 required by the
Registrare.

(b) The place whnere the cnhnilg was found shall
bDe entered 3as the place of birthe.

(c) A report registered under this section
shall constitute the certificate of birth for the
childe.

(a) If the child is identified and a
certificate of pbirth is obtained, the report
registered under this section shall pe sealeg and
placed in 3 special file and sh3ll not be sup ject
to inspection except upon order of the Court (or

as provided by requlation)e.

>ec. 8. Delayed Filing and Registration_of
Birtn D.C.Code,
. . sec. 6-307
(3) A certificate of pbirtn may oe filed after (1973 ed.)

the five (5)-day period specified in section 6 if
the person or institution filing tne certificate
meets the filing ang registration requirements
imposed Dy this sectione The Reqistrar shall
orescribe Dy requlation evidentiary requirements

Lo substantiate facts of birth for tnose
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certificates filed 3and registered after tne five
(5)-day operiode. '

(b) A certificate of pbirth registered one (1)
vear or more after the date of birth shall be
marked "Delayed" and show the date of the del ayeq
registration on the face of the certificatees

(c) A written summary statement of the
evidence supmitted in support of tne delayed
registration shall be mage by the Registrar on the
certificate. Both the registrant 3nd the Registrar
shall sign thne certificate and have the signatures
notarizede.

(a) (1) when an applicant does not submit the
minimum documentation requirea in tne
requlations for delayed registration or
when the Registrar has reasonable cause
to question the validity or adequacy of
the aoplicant's sworn statement or the
documentary evidences and if the
deficiencies are not correcteds the
Redistrar shall not reqgister the delayed
cercificate of pirthe The Registrar
snail state in writing to the applicant

the reason for this actione. Upon the

Earolled Origina.
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Registrar®'s refysal to registers the
reqistrant snall nave a cause of action
in the Court to establish tne gate and
place of birtn and the parentage of tne
person whose Dirth is to be registered.
The Registrar snall give the reqgistrant
written notice of this rignte.

(2) The Reqistrér m3y Dy reqgulation
provide for the dismissal of an
abplication which is not actively
pursuede.

Sece 9. Jugicial Procedggg_g__gglggligg_ﬁgggi

A D.C.Code,
af _Birth sec. 6-308
S . ; (1973 ed.)
(a) If a3 delayed certificate of birth is
rejected under section 8+ 3 complaint signed ana
SwOorn to by the petitioner may be filed with the
Court for an order establishing a record of tne
date and place of the birth and the parentage of
the person whose birth is to be registereds. A

complaint filed under this section shall pe

Qqoverned by the Rules of the Superior Court of tne

District of Columbiae

(D) Such petition shall allege:
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(1) That tne person for whOm 3 gelayed
certificate of pirth is sought was born
in the Districts
(2y That no certificate of pirth of such
person can be found in the District
government vital records systems
(3) Tnhat despite giligant efforts OY the
petitionere he or she w3s unaple to
obtain the evidence required DY this act
and regulations issued pursuant to tnis
acts
() That tne Registrar has refused to
register 3 delayed certificate of pirtns
and
(5) Any other information eeged tO
establish tne facts of Dirthe
(c) Tne petition shall pe accompanied Dy 3
statement of tne Registrar made in accordance with
section 8 and all aocumentary evidence which was
supmitted to the Registrar in support of such
registratione
(a) The Court shall issue 3n order to
establisn 3 certificate of pirth if the Court

findses that the person for whom a delayed




16 FArelleq Originag
certificate of pirth is souqghts w3s born in the
ODistricte The Court shall make findings as to tne
olace and gate of births parentages 3nd such otner
findings 3s m3ay pbe reqQuirede The -order shall
include the birth data to be reqistereds a
descriotion of tne evidence presenteds angd the
date of the Court's action.
(e) The Court shall forwara 3 certified copy
of sucn order to the Registrar not later than the
tentn day of thne month following tne month during
which it was entered. The certified copy of the
order shall cause the Registrar to execute a
certificate of birthe
Sece 10. Adoption_Forms
D.C.Code,
(a) Tne Court shall c3use to be prepared an sec. 6-309
3doption form for each adoption decreed by the )
Courte The form shall:
(l) State facts necessary to locate and
identify the original certificate of
birth of the adoptee;
(2) brovide only such information as is

necessary to estaplish 3 new Certificate

of birth for the adoptee;

(3) Identify the adoption order; and
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(4) Be certified by the Courte

(p) Tne petitioner for adoption Or Nis or nher
attorney snall supply the information required by
the Court to prepare an adoption form in formac
orescribed 3and furnished by the Registrare. Tne
Department of Human Services Or 3ny Person n3ving
xnowledqge of the facts snéll supply the Court with
any adaitional information necessary to complete
the adoption forme

(c) Tne Court shall prepare s 3doption form
whenever an adoption decree is amMerded oOr
invalidatedes The adoptfon form sh3ll identify tne
original adoption form and shall incluge any
3dditional facts in the adoption decree necessary
to properly amend the Dirth recorde

(d) The Court snall forward to the Registrar
adoption forms concerning decrees of adoption.
invalidation of adoptions 3nd amendments Of
gecrees of adoption which were entered in the
preceding months together with sucn related
reports 3as the Reqistrar may reqiire no later tnan
the final day of each calendar mwth.

(e) The Registrar shall fors2rd any adoption

form and certified copy of a Court+ decCree

Zinal
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concerning 3ny invalidation of adoption or
amendment of a gecree of adootion for persons poOrn
outside the District that he or she receives to
the registrar in the state of the person®s Dirthe
If tne birth occurrea in a foreign country, the
adoption form and decree shall be returnea to the
3ttorney or agency handling the isdoption for

submission to the appropriate federal agencye

Sece ll. New Certificates of Birth Following
Adoptions Parentage Determinations ang D.C.Code,
sec. 6-310
Parentage_Acknowledgment (1973 ed.)

(3) The Registrar shall establish a new
certificate of birth for a person born in the
Districty upon receipt of ogne (1) of the following
documents:

(1) An adoption form prepared according
to section 10;

{(2) An adoption form prepared and filed
according to the laws of 3 state or
foreign country;

(3) A certified copy of an order issued

by the Court determining tne parentage of

such a person; or
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() A written acknowledgement of
parentaqe of the persone pursuant to D.Ce.
Codes sece 16-2345 or section 20 of the
uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support
Acte aporoved July 10 1957 (71 State
288; DeCe. Codes Sec. 30-320).

(b) Tne Registrar snall not estaplish a new
certificate of birth if so requested Dy the
adoptive parents pursuant to D.C. Codes SeCe 16—
314(3)e

(c) Tne actual place 3ng date of pirth shall
pe snown on a new certificate of pbirtne. The new
certificate snall be substituted for the original
certificate of pirtn in the filess The new
certificate shall nowhere on its face show that
p3rentage nas been established by judicial process
or by acknowledgement. The origqinal certificate
of birth and the evidence of adoptions parentage
determinatione Or parentage acknowledgement shall
not be subject to inspection: EXCEPT,s That (1) Dy
the Registrar only for the purpose of properly
agministering the vital statistics program under

this act; or (2) upon order of the Court.

£Znrollaeg Origina)
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(d) A& certificate of birtn shall be amended
upon receidt of an 3doption form concerning an
amenjed decree of 3adoptione. The Registrar shall
issue requlations to govern amenament of

certificates of bDirthe

(e) The Reqgistrar shall restore the original
certificate of birth to its place in the files
upon receipnpt of the report or aecree OFf
tnvaligation of adoption. The new certificate
and evidence shall not be subject to inspection
except uoon order of the Couft or as provided by
requlations implementing this act,

(f) If no certificate of birth is on file for
the person for whom a new oirtn»certificate is to
be established under this sections and the date
and pl3ace of birth have not been getermined in the
adoption or p3arentage proceedingss 3 delayed
certificate of birth snall pbe fileag with the
Registrar under section 8 or 9 before a new
certificate of birth is establisnedes The new
birth certificate shall pe prepared on the de) ayed

pirth certifiéate forme

2nrolleq Original
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(g) Eacn copy of tne original certificate of
nirtn snall pe sealed from inspection «~nen a New
certificate of birth is estaolisnede.

Sece 12« Qe3tn Registr3atio

(a) The funeral director or person 3ICting as
such who first takes custody of the dead body
shall file a certificate of death. He of she
shall optain the personal data from the next of
kKin or tne best gqu3lified person Or sOurce
availaple and obt2in the medical certificate
required under this sectione

(b) A certificate of deatn for each deatn
whicn Ooccurs in the District snall be filea 3as
Jirected by the Registrar within five (5) 0ays
after deatnh and before final disposition. The
certificate shall be reqgistered if it nas been
completed and filed according to this 3acte

(c) 1If the place of death is unknown put the
dead body is found in the Districte the
certificat2 of death snall be completed ana filed
in tne Districte The place where the DOdy s
found shall be shown as the place of death. If
the date of death is unknowne it shail pe

determined Dy approximations

D.C.Code,
sec. 6-311
(1973 ed.)
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(d} when deatn occurS on a MOving conveyance
in the United States and the body is first removed
from tne conveyance in the DiStriCte the death
snall pbe registered in tne District ana the place
where it is first removed shall pe considered tne
pl3ce of deathe When a3 death occurs on 3 moving
conveyance while in international waters or air
spaces or in 3 foreign country or its air space
and the body is first removed from the conveyance
in tne Districts the death shall pe registered in
the Districts but the certificate snall show the
actual place of death insofar as can be
determinede.

(e) Within forty—-eight (48) hours after
deatns the physician in charqge of a patient's care
for the condition which resulted in deatn shal]
completes signs and return the medical
certification portion of the death certificate to
the funeral directors, except when inquiry is
required by the Office of the Chief vedical
Examiner. In the absence of such physici3an or
with his or ner authorizations the certificate may
be completed and signed by hiS or her associate

ohysician, the chief medical officer of the

Eﬂrolled

Original
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institution in which death ocCcurreds Or the
ohysician ~ho performed an dautopsy upon the
qJecedents if th3t individual has 3ccess to tne
medical nistory of the casesy views the deceased at
or after deathe. 3nd geatn is adue to natural
causes.

(f) when an inqQuiry is congucted Dy the
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. tne medical
examiner shall getermine the cause of aeatne 3and
completes signes 3and return the medic3l
certification portion of the death certificate to
tne funeral director within forty—eight (48) hours
after taking charge of the casee.

(@) If the cause of death cannot pe
determined within forty—eight (48) nours after
deatns tne medical certification shall be
completed 3s provided by regqulatione The
ohysician completing the medical certification or
medical examiner snall give the funer3a) director
or person acting as the funeral directors notice
of tne reason of the delaye. Final disposition of
the pody shall not be made until autnhorized by the
physician completing the medical certification or

the megical examinere
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(P} When a death is presumed to have occurred
within the Districte but the body cannot be
locateds a death certificate shall be Prepared by
the Registrar upon receipt of an order of the
Court pursuant to De«le Codey sec. 14-70l. The
Court order shall include a finding of facts
necessary for completion of the deatn certificatee.
The death certificate shall pe marked
"Presumptive™s show on its face the date of
regqistratione identify’the Courte 3nd state the

date of the decree.

Sec. 13. Qelayed Filing_and Registration of
feath D.C.Code,
(a) A delayed certificate of death may be ??9:536;215

filed in accordance with requlations issuea by the
Registrares when a death occurring in the District
has not been reqistered within the time period
specified in section 12« ANy delayed certificate
shall be reqistered subject to such évidentiary
requirements as the Registrar shall prescribe by
requlation in order to substantiate the alleged
facts of deathe

(b) A certificate of death registered one (1)

vyedr or more after the date of death shall be
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markedg "Delayed'" 3and shall show on its face tne
gate of tne adelayed registra3tion.

Sec. l4e. Reports of Fetal Deaths

A e e o e —— —— —— S ——

(a) Eacn fetal geath of twenty (20) completed D.C.Code,
sec. 6-313
weaks gestation or mores c3lculated from the date (1973 ed.)

that tnhe last normal menstrual period beg3n to the
gate of aeliverys, or a weight of five nundreagd
(S00) grams or mores wnich occurs in the District
shall be reported as directed Dy the Reqistrar
within five (5) days after occurrence. For
purposes of preparing and filing a fetal geatn
redort the following rules apply:

(1) when such fetal deatn occurs in an
institutions the person in charge of the
institution or his or her designee sn3all prep3re
and file the report required by this section;

(2) when such fetal deatn occurs cutside
3n institutions the physician in attendance at the
delivery or immediately after delivery shall
orepare and file the report reguired by this
sections

(3) wWhen a fet3l death required to De
reported under this section occurs without medical

attendance 3at or immediately after the deliverye

[P
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the Megical Examiner snall prepare anag file tne

feral deadth reporte

(«) wWhen such fetal deatn occurs on a3
moving conveyance 3nd the fetus is first removed
from tne conveyance in the Districty the fetgl
de3th shall be reported in tne DistriCte The
place wnere the fetus was first removed from tne
conveyance sh3all be considered tne place of fetal
deathe.

(5) when 3 dead fetus is found in the
District and tne place of fetal deatn is unkNOwNe
the fetal aeath shall be reported in the District
and th2 place where the dead fetus is found snall
De considered the place of fetal death.

(b) The name of the mother and father shall
be entered on edach fetal death report in
accordance with the provisions of section 6

(c) Each report required in this section is a
statistical report to be used only for medical and
nealth purposes and shall not be incorporateag into
the permanent official records of the system of
vital recordse A schedule for the disposition of

these reports shal) pe provided for by regulatione

Sec. 15. Aythorigzgtion for Final Disposition

£aro1jeq Origina)

D.C.Code,
sec. 6~314
(1973 ed.)
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(3) The funeral girector or person acting as
such or person who first assumes custody of a3 dead
podys Defore he or she Mmay dispose of tne DOdy.
must nhave (1) autnorization for final gisposition
of thne boOy from tne next of kins and (2) a deatn
certificatee. If the body is tO be crematede
juthorization for cremation must also be obtiained
from the Medic3l Examiner,

(o) Before final disposition of 3 de3d fetuse
regardless of the duration of oregnancys the
funeral directore the person in charqe of the
institutions or other Dérson responsible for final
gdisposition of tne fetuse shall get authorization
from the next of kin for final aispositione

(c) A dead pbody may be moved from the place
of death for the purpose of beinqg prep3ared for
final disposition only with the consent of tne
physician or medical examiner who certifies the
cause of deathe

(d) Authorization for final gisposition of a
dead pody or fetus brougnt into the Districty
issued by another state and accompanying the dead
body or fetuse is sufficient authority for final

disposition in the DistricCte
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(e) A sexton or person in charge of 2a place

for interment or other disposition of dead bodies .

may not inter or allow interment or otner
disposition of a dead body or fetus unless it is
3ceompanied by authorization for final
disDOSitiOne

(f) Eacn person in charge of 3 place for
final disposition shall include the date of
disposition in the autnorization and snall sign
and return tne 3autnorization to the funeral
director or person acting 3s the funeral director,
within ten (10) agays after the date of
dispositione When there is no person in charge of
the place for final gispositions the funeral
girector or his or her designee shall endorse the
duthorizations At the close of each calendar
montn the funeral director or the person acting as
the funeral director snall transmit to the Mayor
311 endorsed authorizations received guring the
montne

(q) Authorization for disinterment ang
reinterment is required pbefore disinterment of a
dead body or fetus. The authorization may be

issued by the Registrar to a licensed funeral
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director or person 3acting 3s suUuchs ubON proper
3001 ication.

Sec. l6. Marriage Registration

(a) E3cn completed application and completen D.C.Code,
sec. 6-315
license for each marriage performed in the (1973 ed.)

District on or after tne effective Cate of tnis
3cts snall pe filed with tne Registrar and snall
pe registereg if it has Deen completed ana filea
in accordance with tnis acte

(b) Tne Court snhall complete and forward to
the Registrar on or pefore the thirtieth agay of
each calendar month the completed applications and
completea licenses returned to tne Court during
th2 preceding calendar monthe

(c) A marriage record not fileg within tne
required time may De registered according to
requlations issued by the Registrare

Sece 17. Divorce and Anpnulment Registration

(a) A record of e3ach divorce 3na annulment D.C.Code,
) ) sec. 6-316
qranted by tne Court snall be filed with tne (1973 ed.)

Registrar and shall be registered if it nhas Deen
completed and filed in accordance with tnis
sectione Tha record shall be prepared by the

plaintiff or his or nher leqal representative and
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shall be presented to the clerk of the Court with
the complaint for divorce or annulment in
accordance with' the Rules of tne Superior Court of
the District of Columoiaﬂ

(D) The Court snall complete and forward to
the Registrar on or pefore the twentieth gay of
23ach calendar month the records of each divorce or
annulment gecree granteg during the oreceding

calendar monthe

Sec. 18. Amengment_of Vital Recorags
(a) The Registrar shall issue requlations D.C.Code,
sec. 6-317
qoverning 3amendment of vital recordss which shall (1973 ed.)

Drotect the inteqrity and accuracy of the vital
recordse. A certificates Oor report registered
under this 3Cct may be amended only in accordance
~ith this act and requlations issued under this

ACte

(b) Except 3s otherwise provided in this
sections a certificate or report tnat is amendedad
under this section shall be marked "amended™. The
gate of 3mendment and 3 summary gescription of the
evidence submitted in support of the 3amendment
shall pe endorsed on or made a part of the

records. The Reqistrar shall issue requlations

.t
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wnich pDrescribes tne conditions under whicn

3dditions or minor corrections may be m3de toO .
certificatese Or reportss within one (1) year

3fter the date of the event without the

certificate or record being marked '"Amended".

(c) Uoon receipt of a certified copy of an
order of a court of competent jurisdiction
changing the name of 3 person born in the District
and upon reguest Oof such persons his or her
quardian or legal reoresentatives Or in the case
of 3 minore his or her parentss the Registrar
shall amend the certificate of birth to show the
nNew NaATe.

(d) Upon receipt of a certified copy of an
order of the Court indicating that ‘the sex of an
ingividual porn in the District h3s changed Dy
surgical procedure and tnhat such indiviagual's name
nas been changeds the certificate of birth of such
ingividual snall be amended as prescribed Dy
requlatione.

(e) The Registrar shall not amend the vital
record if (1) an applicant does not submit the
minimum documentation required in the regulations

for amending a vital records Or (2) when the
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Reqgistrar nas reasonable cause to question the
validity or adeqguacy of the applicant's sworn
statements or the documentary evidencee and the
geficieancies are not corrected. The RegisStrar
shall state in writing tne reason for this 3ctioOne
Upon thne Registrar®s refusal to amena the vital
records, tne applicant shnall have a cause of 3action
in tne Court to amend the vital record. The
Registrar snall give the applicant written notice
of this righte

Sec. 19. Reproduction of vit3al Records

The Registrar may prepare typewrittens
photoqgraphics electronics or Other reproductions
of certific2tes or reports in order to preserve
the vital records. Such reproductions shall pe
accepted as the oriqinal records when certified by
the Registrare. The documents from which permanent

reproductions have been made and verified may be

disposed of 3s provided by requlatione

Sec. 20. Disclosure of Information from Vital

Records

(a) No person may permit inspection Of,
disclose information contained ins or copy or

issue a copy of any part of a vital record except

fnro1y

ad Orlsinal

D.C.Code,
sec. 6-318
(1973 ed.)

D.C.Code,
sec. 6-319
(1973 ed.)
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35 3uthorized Dy this act, regulations issued
under 3nd consistent with this acts Or Dy order of
the Court. Regulations issued under this section
snall provide for 3adeguate standards of security
and confidentiality Oof vital recordse.

(D) Thne Registrar may 3aytnorize the
disclosure of information cont3ined in vital
records for research purposess and snall issue
requlations governing such use of tnhe recordse

{c) Except for certificatess reportss OF
other gdocuments which 3are sealed Or confidential
by statutes one hungred (100) vyears after the gate
of births and fifty (50) years after the agate of
deatny ma(riaqe. divorce or annulments records in
the custody of tne Registrar become public
recordse The Reqgistrar shall issue regulations to
orovide for continued safekeeping of these records
3nd to allow information in these records to be
made 3vailaple to the publice

Sece 2le (opies or Data from the System Of

vital Records D.C.Code,
. . ) sec. 6-320
(a) Upon receipt of a written application tne (1973 ed.)

Registrar shall issue a certified coOy of all or

part of a vital record in his or her custody to
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any apolticant having a direct and tangible
interest in the vitdal recorde. Each copy issued
snall show tne date of registration. A cOpy
issued from records marked "Delayed" or "Amendeg"
shall snhow the date of registration anad the
effective date. The documentary evigence used to

estaplisnh a3 delayed certificate shall be shown oON

e3ach COopy issuede

For purposes of this subsection the following
rules apply:

(1) The registrants a member of nis or
her immediate family, h}s or her quardiane or
their respective legal representatives shall be
considered to have 3 direct and tangible intereste
Qthers may demonstrate a direct and tangiblé
interest when information is needed for
determination or protection of a personal or
property righte

(2) The term "legal representative™
shall include 3an attorneysy physiciane funeral
directors or other authorized agent acting in
penalf of the reqistrant or his or her familye.

(3) _The natural parents of adopted

childrens when neither has cuStodys 3and commercial
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firms or agencies requesting listings of names and
3ddresses shall not De consideéred to Nave a direct
and tangible intereste.

{D) A certified copy of all or part of 3
vital recorde issued in 3accordance witn subsection
(3)e snall be considereda for 31) purooses the s3ame
3s the original and shall pe prima facie evidence
of tne facts stated in the recorde. The
evidentiary value of a certificate or record filed
more tnan one (1) year after the event of a record
whicn nas been 3amended snall be determined Dby the
judicial or agministrative body or official pefore
whom the certificate is offered as evidence.

(c) The Registrar may supply coDies Or data
from the system of vital records to the Fegeral
agency responsible for national vital statisticss
as that agency may require for nation3l statistics
purposese if tne Federal agency shares in the cost
of collectings processinge and transmitting such
data. The data sh3ll not be used for other than
statistical purposes by the Federal 2agency without
authorization from the Registrare

(d) Feder3ly Statee Districte and other

public or private 3agencies may upon request be

Enrolled Original
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furnisned copies Or data from the system of vital
records for statistical or administrative Durposes
upon such terms oOr Conditions as may be Dresgribec
by regulation. The copies or dat3a snall not be
usea for purposes other than tnose for whiCn tnhney
~were raqguested.

(e) The Reqistrar mays py agreements transmit
copies of records ang other reports required by
this act to offices of vital records outside the
Districts when such records or other reports
relate to residents of those jurisdictions or
persons born in those jurisdictionse The
agreement shall require that the copies be used
for statistical and administrative purposes only
and provide for the retention and disposition of
such copiese Copies received Dy the Regiscrér
from offices of vital records in the States shall
be handled in the same manner as prescribed in
this sectione

(f) No person shall prepare or issue any
certificate which purports to be an originale
certified cooye or Ccopy of 3 vital record except

as 3authorized in this act or regulations issued

under this acte

#arolled origigay
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Sec. 22. Fees for Copies ang Searches

(a) The Mayor shall issue reqgulations
orescribing the fees to be p3id for certified
copies of certificates and recordss, for a search
of the files or records when no Copy is m3des and
for copies or information provided for researcny
statisticale OF 3gministrative DurDosSese.

(b) The fees collected shall pe ageposited

into the general fung of the District government.

Sece 23. Persons Required_to Xeep Records

— T it S— —— e — o —
— —— — —— ——— ——
e T e T T s o e, ——

(a) A person in cnarge of an institution
shall keep 3 record of personal data concefninq
2ach person 3admitted or confined to their
institutions This record shall only include such
information as required under this act for
completion of certificates of pirth and deatn and

the reports of fetal deathe. The person being

3dmitted or confined shall provide tne information

at the time of admission. If that person is
unable to provide the necessary inform3atione a

relative or other person familiar with the

il VR -

£nrolleg Origina.

D.C.Code,
sec. 6-321
(1973 ed.)

D.C.Code,
sec. 6-322
(1973 ed.)
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pertinent facts shall supply the information. The
record shall include the name and aadress of tne
person providing the information.

(D) “hen 3 dead body or desd fetus is
released or adisposed of Dy an institutione the
person in charge of the institution shal) keep 3
record snowing the name of the decedent, date of
de3ths, name and 3address of the person to whom the
body or fetus is releaseds and tne date of removal
from tne institutione If final disposition is
made by the institutions tne dates placee and
manner of disposition shall also be recorded.

(c) 4 funeral directory embalmer, Sextons Or
otner person who removes from tne place of deaths’
transportse or makes final disposition of a gead
pody or fetuss snall keep a record th3t identifies
the bodys 3nd includes information pertaining to
his or her receipte removals deliveryes buriales OF
crem3ation of such pody as may be required py
requlationse. This requirement supplements any
other filing or reporting requirement imposed by
this act or regqulationse.

(d) Records maintained under this section

shall be retained for not less than five (5) years

EDJ Olled Original
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and shall pe made availaple for inspection by the
Registrar accordging to reguiation.

Sece 24e Persons Reguired_to Furnish

—_— T e e —— —— e m—— — ——— —— —

Information D.C.Code,
sec. 6-323
(a) A person with information needed to (1973 ed.)

complete a3 certificate or report required under
this act regarding any births deatns fetal deaths
nakriaqe. divorces or annulment shall give such
information to the Registrar upon requestes

{b)y Not later than the tenth day of tne month
following the month of occurrencey tne
sgministrator of each institution shall send to
the vital Records Section a list showing each
birth and death occurring in that institution
guring the preceding monthe

(c) Not later than the tenth day of the month
following the month of occurrences e3ach funeral
director shall send to the Registrar 2 list
showing each dead body embalmed or otherwise
orepared for final disposition of finally disposed
of by the funeral director during the preceding
monNtne

Sece. 25. ™agching of Birgn 3nd Death

D.C.Ccde,

Certificates sec. 6-324
(1973 ed.)
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The Registrar is authorized to match birth and
deatn certificates in accordance with written
requlations issued by the Mayor to prove beyond a
reasonaple doudbt tne fact of deaths ana to post
the facts of death to the appropriate birtn
certificate.s Copies issued from pirth
certificates marked deceased shall be similarly
marked.

Sec. 25« Penalties

(a) A fine of not more than two hundred D.C.Ccde,
) . sec., 6-325
dollars (%200) or imprisonment of not more than (1973 ed.)

Nninety (90) dayss or boths shall pe imposed on:
(1) Any person who willfully ang
knowingly violates any of the provisions of this
act or refuses to perform any of the duties
imposed upon him or her by this act or requlatiods
i1ssued under this act; or
(2) Any person who willfully or
negligently makes a false certification in any
aocument required Dy this acte.
Sece 27. Aythority To Issue Regylations

. . . D.C.Ccde,
The Reqistrar may issue regqulations 2as sec. 62876

- (1973 ed.)
necessary to carry out the purposes of this acCte

The requlations shall be issued according to title
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I of the Dis;rict of Columbia Administrative
Procedure Acts approved October 21ls 1968 (82 State.
1204; DeCe CoOdes Secs 1-1501 €t S5€3e).

Sece 28. Severapility Clause

D.C.Ccde,
If any provision of this act oOr its sec. 6-327
. . (1973 ed.)
application to 3 particula3r person or circumstance
is neld invalidgs such invalidity does not affect
otner provisions or applic3ationse.
Sece 29. Amendments
(a) D.Ce COde sece 16-2348(3) is amended in
the third sentence by striking the phra3ase D.C.Code,
. . sec. 16-2348
“Director of Public Health® and inserting the word (1973 ed.)
“Registrar™ in lieu thereof.
(b) The eighth paragraph of section 2 of the
Joint resolution legalizing the health oraginances
and requlations for the District of Columbias
. D.C.Code,
approved April 24s 1880 (21 State. 305; D.C. Codes sec. 6-112
(1973 ed.)

sec. 6-112) is amended to read as follows:
"Eightne Requlations 3ang ordinances cited in
paraqraphs one through seven of this section are
legalized and magde valid; and the penalties
therein provided respectively for violations
thereofs mavlbe imposed and enforced for the

violations of the same respectively as provided Dy
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section 27 of the ordinances passed NOvember 19

1875.".

(c) An Act To establish 3 code of law for the
District of Columbias approvea March 3. 15901 (31
State 1297; DeCe Codes sec. 27-101 et _sege) S
amended 3s follows:

(1) Section 675 (DeC. COdes Sec. 27-119a) is
amended to read as follows:

"Sece 675, The.Council of the District of
Columbia mayes by acts, 3uthorize (a) tissue banks
opberating pursuant to the District of Columbia
Tissue Bank Acte aoproved September 10. 1962 (76
State. 534; De.Ce Codes sec. 2-251 et S€Q0e.)e Oof (D)
other persons subject to requlations made pursuant
to the Tissue Bank Act or the District of Columbia
Anatomical Gift Acte approved May 26+ 1970 (8¢
State. 266; DeCe Codes sece 2-271 et S€Qe.)v or
Doths tO removes transporte or dispose of tissue
taken from such de3d body."e

(2) Section 677 (DeC. Codes sece 27-120)

is amended in the second sentence Dy Striking in

the first criise the word "such™ angd inserting the

)

phrase "dead'bodv' in lieu thereof;

D.C.Code,
sec. 27-119%a
(1973 ed.)

D.C.Code,
sec. 27-120
(1973 ed.)
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(3) Section 684 (DeaCs COdes SecCe 2T7-126)

is amended by strikxing the word wgupchapter® and

. D.C.Code,
inserting the ohrase wgection 677 of An act To sec. 27-126
(1973 ed.)
estaplisn a coce of law for the District of
Columbi 3« approved March 3, 1901 (31 State. 12975
DeCe CDaes S52Cs 27-120)" in lieu tnereofs 3and
(4) Section 686 (DeCe COQee SeCe 27-128)
is amended DY ctriking tne phrase w27-119a" and
D.C.Code,
inserting the phrase “gubchapter (except sections sec. 27-128
(1973 ed.)
675 and 676)" in lieu thereof.
(d) section 1(9g) of an Act To repeal tne 3ct
aporoved March 3, 1897+« and tO amend the ACt
approved December 20, 1944 relating to fees for D.C.Code,
. sec. 1-244
cranscriots of certain records in the pistrict of (1973 ed.)

ColumbDi3e aporoved August 21e 1959 (73 State 4lés
DeCe COdes SECS 1-244(g)) is amenged to read as
follows:

n(g) The Mayor of the District of Columbia
may fixe 3SSE€SSy and collect fees for copies of
orderss requlationss permitse certificatess and
transcripts of records furnished by the District
of Columpiae includinge but not limited tOo
transcriots of records of pirtns and deathse Such

fees shall not exceed the reasonably estim3ated
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cost of providing such copiese certificatess and
transcriptse and snhall be deposited into the
qener3al fund of the District of Columbia
Ggovernment."«

(e) DeCe. Codes sece 16-309(p) is amendeda as
follows:

(1) By striking the phrase "and" at the
end of subparagraph (2);

(2) By striking the period at the end of
subparagrapoh (3) and ihsertinq the phrase 5: andg"
in lieu thereof; and

{3) By adding at the end thereof the
following new subparagraph to read:

“(4) the adoption form has been completed
by the petitioner pursuant to section 10 of the
vital Records Act of 1981.,".

(f) DeCe. Codes sece l6-314 is amended as
follows:

(1) Subsectjon (a) is amended to read as
follows:

'(a; Upon the issuance Of a final decree
of 3adoptions an adoption form shall pe sent to the
Registrar pursuant to the Yital Records Act of

1981« Unless otherwise requested in the petition

kr:ll""ﬁ Dries .

D.C.Code,
sec. 16-309

D.C.Code,
sec. 16-314
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by tne 3dopterss the Registrar shall cause to be
made a new record of the birth in the new name
Zith tne names of the adopters and shall then
cause the original birth certificate and the orager
of the Court to be sealed and filede The sealed
package may be opened only by order of the Court
or by the Registrar to properly administer tne
vital Records of Act 1981l.".

(2) Supsection (b) is amended to read as
follows:

"(p) If the adoption occurred
outside the District either before or after August
25« 1937« a new certificate of birth shall be made
pursuant to section 11 of the Vital Recoras Act of
1981« The Registrar shall seal the original pirth
certificate. The sealed original birtn
certificate may be opened only by order of a court
of competent jurisdiction or by the Registrar to

properly administer the vital Records Act of

1981l."
(g) DeCe. Codes sece 16-2345 is amended by
. . D-C.m:
striking the pnrase "Director of Public Health® sec. 16-2345

and inserting the word "Registrar™ in lieu

thereofe.
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(h) DeCe Codees sece 16-2346 is amended as
D.C.Ccode,
follows: sec. 16-2346
(1) Subsection (a) is amended by
striking the phrase "Director of Public Healthw
and inserting the word "Registrar" in lieu
thereof; and
(2) By striking suosection‘(b).
(i) Section 204 of the District of Columbia
Administrative Procedure Act, effective Marcn 29. D.C.Code,
1977 (DeCe Law 1-96; DeCes Coaes sece 1-1524) s ?373125?4
amended by 3dding 3 new subsection (d) at the end
thereof to read as follows: "(d) The provisions of
this title shall not apply to the Vital Records
act of 198l.".
Sec. 30. Repealer Provisions
(a) An Act To further define ana enlarge the
powers and duties of the Board of Health of the
District of Columbiaes approved June 23, 1874 (18 D.C.Code,
State 283; DeCe Codes sec. 6-102) is repealede. sec. 6-102
repealed

(b)) The following provisions of An Act To
establish a code of law for the District of
Columbias aporoved March 3¢ 1901 (31 State. 1189)

are repealed:
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(1) The first sentence of section 677
(DeCe COdes sece 27-120) is repealed; and

(2) The first sentence of section 683
(DeCe COdes secs 27-125) is repealed.

(c) An Act To provide for tne better
registration of births in the District of
Columbiae and for other purposese approved March
le 1907 (34 State. 1010; D.C. Codes secse 6-301-
304) is repe3lede.

(d) The following brovisions of chapter 2 of
Title 8 of the District of Columbia Health
Requlations (published as title 8 of the District
of Columbia Requlations; 1962 revisions 3s
amended) are repealed:

(1) seqtiOn 8-2:101;
(2) section 8-2:105;
(3) section 8-2:110;
(&) section B8-2:115;
(5) section 8-2:120;
(6) section 8-2:121;
(1) section 8-2:122:
(8) section 8-2:123;
(9) section 8-2:124;

(10) section 8-2-125;
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D.C.Coce,
sec. 27-120
(1973 ed.)

D.C.Code,
sec. 27-125
(1973 ed.)

D.C.Code,

secs. 6-301 to
6-304

(1973 &4.)

repealed

District of Columb:
Municipal Regulatic
(DCMR)
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(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)
(20)
(21)
(22)
(23)
(24)
(25)
(26)
(27)

SeCe 3le

authority to issue requlations to 3nolement the
entire act) shall take effect after a thirty (30)-
day period of Congressional review following
approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by

the Mayors action by the Council of the District

section
section
section
section
section
section
section
section
section
section
section
section
section
section
section
section

section
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8-2:130;
8-2:131;
8-2:135;
8-2:136;
8-2:145;
8-2:146;
8-2:147;
8-2:155;
8~2:160;
8-2:202;
8-2:208;
8-2:216;
8-2:217;
8-2:218;
8-2:219;
8-2:226;

8-2 :240.

Efféctive Date
(3) Sections 3+ &¢ and 27 (including the

and

£arolieq Original

D.C. COdel
sec, 6-328
(1973 ed.)



&0rolled Original

49

of Columbia to override the veto) 3s provided in
sece 602(c)(l) of the District of Columbia Seif-
Government and GOvernmental Reorganization Act.
approved December 24, 1973 (87 State 8137 DeCe.
Codes 5eCe 1-14T(C)(1l))e

(b) All other sections of this act shall take
effect sixty (60) days after the dafe provided in

subsection (a)e

— — ——— — ———— —— —— — —— ——

Chairman

Council of e Nistrict pof Columbia

District of Columbia

APPROVED: July 20, 1981
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