COUNCIL OF THE DISIRICT OF COLUMBIA

NOTICE
s DUCI LAH ?""1?5

*fangercus Dog Amendment Act of 13883°,

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbfa Self-
Gavernment and Governmental Reorganfzatfon Act, P. L. 93-138,
*the Act®, the Council of the District of Columbia adopted 3111
No. 7-276 on first and second readings, May 17, 1988, and May
31, 1988, respectively. Fallowing the sfgnature of the Mayor
an June 9, 1988, this legfslatfon was assfgned Act No. 7-190,
published 1in the June 24, 1988, edition of the D.C. Register,
{V¥ol, 35 page 4787) and traﬁslitted to Cangress on June 16, 1988
for a 60-day review, tn accordance with Section 602(c)(2) of
the Act.

The Counci] of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice
that the 60-day Congressional Review Period has expired, and
therefare, cites this enactment as D,.C. Law ?-1{? -affective

-~

Qctober 18, 1988.

I8e

\t“91u A. CLARKE
alrman of the Cauncil

Dates Counted During the 60-day Congressional Review Pericd:

June 16,17,20,21,22,23,24,27,28,29,30

July 6,7,8,11,12,13,14,25,26,27,28,29

August 1,2,3,4,5,8,9,10,11

September 7,8,9,12,13,14,15,16,19,20,21,22,23,26,27,28,29,30
October 3,4,5,6,7,11,12,13,14,17



LW 7-176 - serelled ortgiza

== 0CT18 1e8
" AN ACT COOIFICATICN
of Titia §
DL ACT 7'19_ (1989 supp.)

IN THE COONCIL OF THE DISTRICT QOF COLUMBIA

JUN ¢ 9 1988

7o ragulata dangerous dogs in the Disetrict of Columbia, to
amend An Act To pravent cruelty to children or animals
in the District of Columbia, and for othar purposes,
and to maka conforming amendments to An Act for the
preservation of the public peace and protection of
property within the District of Columbia, An Act To
create ravenues in the District of Columbia by levying
a tax upon all deogs therein, to make such dogs personal
proparty, and for other purposes, the Animal Control
Act of 1979, and the District of Columbia Court Reform
and Criminal Procedure Act of 1970.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
That this act may ba cited as the "Dangerous Dog Amendment
Act of 1948°".,

Sac, 2. Definitions.
For purposes of this act, the term:
(1) (A} "Dangerous dog" means any dog that:
{i} EHas bittan or attacked a person or
domestic animal without proveocation; ar
(ii) In a menacing manner, approaches
withcut provocation any person or domestic animal as if to
attack, or has demonstrated a propensity to attack without
provocation or otharwise to sndanger the safaty of human
baings or domestic animals,

{B) The term "dangarous dog" shall not
include dogs used by law anforcement officials for
legitimate law anforcement purposes,

(2) "Sericus injury" means any physical inju
that results in brckan bnnlsrgr lacaratigng zuqui:iigj E
multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery.

— {3} "Proper enclosure" means secure confinement
indoors or secure confinement in a locked pen or structure
measuring at least 5 feet in width, 10 feet in length, and 6
feet in height, with secure sides and a secure top, which

1

mf

D.C. Code,
sec. 6-1021.
(1989 mupp.)
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provides protection from the elements for the dog, is
suitable to prevent the entry of young children, and is
designed to prevent tha animal from escaping while on the
gwner's property.

(4) "Owner" means any person, firm, corporation,
organization, or department possessing, harboring, keeping,
having an interest in, or having contrel or custody of a
dog.

: {5) "Impound®" means taken into the custody of the
Mayor of the District of Columbia.

Sec. 3, Determination of a dangerocus dog.

{({a) If the Mayor has probable cause to believe that a
dog is a dangarous dog, the Mayor may convene a hearirg for
the purpose of detarmining whethar the dog in guestion shall
be declared a dangerous dog and to detarmine if the dog
would constitute a significant threat to the public health
and safety if returned to its owner. Prior o a hearing,
the Mayor shall conduct or cause to be conducted an

investigation and shall provide reascnable notification of
the hearing toc the owner.

(b} Feollowing notice to the owner and prior to the
hearing, if the Mayor has probable cause to believe that a
dog is a dangerous dog and may pose an immediate threat of
serious harm to human beings or other domestic animals, the
Mayor may cbtain a search warrant pursuant to Rule 204 of
the District of Columbia Superior Court Rules of Civil
Procedure and impound the dog pending disposition of the
case. The owner of the dog shall be liable to the District
for the costs and expenses of keeping the dog.

{z}) The hearing shall be held within nc less than §,
and no more than 10 days, excluding holidays, Saturdays and
Sundays, aftar service of notice upon the owner of the dog.
The hearing shall be informal and open to the public. The
owner shall have the opportunity to present evidence as to
why the dog should not be declared a dangerocus dog or not
determined to be a significant threat to the public health
and safety if returned to its owner. The Mayor may decide
all issues for or against the owner of the dog regardless of
whether the owner fails to appear at the hearing.

(d} WwWithin 5 days after the hearing, the owner shall
be notified in writing of the determination by the Mayor.

(e) If the owner contests the determination, the owner
may, within 5 days of the determination, bring a petition in
the Superior Court of the District of Columbia seeking de
novo review of the determination. A decision by Superior
Court of the District of Columbia shall not affect the
Mayor's right to later declare a dog to be a dangerous dog
or to determine that the dog constitutes a threat to the

ginal

New,

D.C. Code,
sec, 6-1021
(1989 =uwe.



Barolled origine:

public health and safety, for any subsequent actions gf the
dog. 2

Sec, 4. Consequances of a dangerous dog determination. MNew,

If a datarmination is made that a deg is a dangerous D.C. Code,
dog under section 2, the owner shall comply with the sec. §-1021.
provisions of sections 5 and 6 and any cther special {1389 supp.!

securlty or care requirements established by the Mayer, and
in accordance with a time schedula astablished by the Mayor.
A dangerous dog determined to constitute a significant
threat to the public health and safety if returned ta its
owner may be humanely destroved.

Sec. 5. Dangerous dog registration requirements. Neswr,

‘The Mayor shall issue a certificate of registration to D.C. Code,
tha cwnar of a dangerous dog if the owner eatablishes to the sec, 6=1021.
satisfaction of the animal control agency that: (1959 smup.)

(L) The owner of tha dangerous dog is 18 years of
age or oldar;

{2} A walid license has been issued for the
dangercus dog pursuant to District law;

{3} The dangerous dog has currant vaccinations;

{(4) The owner of the dangerous dog has the
written permission of the property owner where the dangerous
dog will ba kapt;

{3} Thea owner of the dangearous dog has a proper
enclcaure to confine the dangerous deg;

(6) The owner of the dangercus dog has posted on
the premises a clearly visible written warning sign that
there is a dangercus dog on the property with a conspicucus
warning symbol that informs children of the presencs of a
dangercus dog; :

(7) The owner of the dangercus dog has sacured a
pelicy of liability insurance issued by an insurer gualified
under District law in the amount of at least $50,000
insuring the owner for any perscnal injuries inflicted by
the dangarous dog and containing a provision requiring the
District to be named as an additional insured for the sole
purpcsa of requiring the insurance company to notify the
District of any cancellation, termination, or expiration of
the liabili':{ insurance policy:

(8) The dangerous dog has been presanted to the
appropriata agency to be photographed for identification
purposes; and

(9) The cwner has paid an annual fee in an amount
to be determined by the Mayor, in additicn to regular dog
licensing fees, to register the dangerous dog.

Sec. 6. Dangerous dog owner responsibility. | New,
D.C. Code,
sec, 6=1021.%

3 {1589 supmp.)



Sarsllsd Urigical

It shall be unlawful for the cwner of a dangerocus dog
in the District to:

(1} FKeep a dangerous dog without a wvalid
certificats of registration issued under section 5 of this
act; :
(2) Permit the dangerous dog tc be outside the
proper enclosure unless the dangerous dog is under the
control of a responsible person and is muzzled and
restrained by a substantial chain or leash, not exceeding 4
feet in length. The muzzle shall be made in a manner that
will not cause injury to the dangercus dog or interfere with
its vigion or respiration but shall prevent it from biting
any human being or animal;

(3) FPail to notify the Mayor within 24 hours if a
dangerous dog is on the loose, is unconfined, has attacked
another animal, has attacked & human being, has died, has
been sold, or has been givan away. I1f the dangerous dog has
bean sold or given away the owner shall also provide the
Mayor with the name, address, and telephcone number of the
new owner of the dangercus dog;

(4) Pail to maintain the liability insurance
covarage required under section 5; or

(3} Fail to surrender a dangerous dog to the
Mayor for safe confinement pending a depcsition of the case
when there is a reascn to believe that the dangerous dog is
a significant threat tc the public health and safety; or

(6) Pail to comply with any special security or
care rﬂq:iremanta established by the Mayor pursuant to
section 4.

Sec, 7. Penalties, New,

(a) An owner of a dangerous daog who viclates the D.C. Code,
provisions of sections 5 and 6 shall be fined up to $300 for sec. 6-1021.
the first offense and up to $500 for each subsequent {1989 surp..
cffense,

(b) An owner of a dangerous dog that causes sericus
injury to or kills a human being or a domestic animal
without provocation shall be fined up to $14,000.

(¢) A violation of this act shall be a civil
infraction for purposes of the Department of Consumer and
Regulatory Affairs Civil Infracticns Act of 1985, efffective
Cctcber 5, 1985 (D.C. Law 6=42; D.C. Code, sec. 6=2701 et
seg.) ("Civil Infractions Act"). <Civil fines, penalties,
and fees may be imposed as sanctions for any infraction of
the provisions of this act, or the rules issued under
authority of this act, pursuant to Titles I-III of the Civil
Infractions Act. Adjudication of any infractions shall be
pursuant to Titles I-III ¢of the Civil Infractions Act.

(d) Chapter 135, section 6§ of An Act To prevent
Cruelty to children or animals in the District of Columbia,

4
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and for other purpcses, approved June 25, 1892 (27 Stat. 61;
D.C. Code, sec. 22-810), i3 amended by striking "5$250" and
insarting the figure "510,000" in its place.

(a) Chapter 310, section 10 of An Act for the
praservation of the public peace and protection of property
within the District of Columbia, approved July 29, 1892 (27
Stat., 324; D.C, Coda, sec. 22-1110), is amended by striking
"$5" and inserting "352,500" in its place.

(£} Tha first sentence of section 9 of An Act To
create revenues in thae District of Ceolumbia by levying a tax
upon all dogs therein, to make such dogs personal property,
and for other purposes, approved June 19, 1878 (20 Stat.
174; D.C. Coda, sec., 22-11ll1ll(a)}, is amended by striking
"$20" and "$50" and ingerting "$5,000" and "510,000"
respectively. :

Sec. 8. Annual dangerous dog licensing drive;
educational program.

(a) The Mayor shall conduct an annual dangerous dog
licanaing drive in crder to ensure compliance with the
proviaions of the Dangerous Dog Amendment Act of 1988,

(b) Within 180 days of the effactive date of the
Dangarous Dog Amendment Act of 1988, the Mavor shall
implament an educational campaign for the public on
provisions of the Dangerous Dog Amendment Act of 1988 and
existing laws concerning animal control.

Sec, 9. Amendments.

(a) Saectior 2(c) of the Animal Control Act of 1379,
effective Octoher 18, 1379 {(D.C. Law 3=30; D.C. Code, sec.
6=1001(3)), is amended to read as follows:

"{c) The term "dangercus animal™ means an animal that
hecause of specific training or demonstrated behavior
threatens the health or safety of the public. The term
"dangerous animal®™ shall not include a dangercus dog as
dgfig;ﬁ %n section 2(l) of the Dangerous Dog Amendment Act
Q - ]

(b) Subchapter I, section 23-501(2) of the Diatrict of
Columbia Court Reform and Criminal Procedures Act of 1970,
approved July 29, 1970 (84 Stat. 4731; D.C. Codae, sec.
33-501{2}3, is amended by striking "." and adding the phrase
cufu:gimae control officer employed by the District of

° a-# -

Sec. 10. PBulas,

The Mayor shall, pursuant tc title I of the District of
Columbia Administrative Procedure Act, approved October 21,
1968 (82 Stat. 12047 D0.C. Code, s=ec. 1-1501 et seq.), issue

rulea to implement the provisions of the Dangercous Dag
Amendment Act of 1988,

p.C. Code,
sec, 6=1021.

{1989 supp. !

D.C. Code,
sec. 6=1001
(1989 supp.’

D- C. ME!
sec. 23=-301
{1289 aupo.)

New,

D.C. Code,
sec, 6=1021.F
{1989 supp.)
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Sec. 11, Effectiyve Date.

This act shall take affect after a 60-day period of
Congressicnal review following approval by the Mayor {(or in
the event of veto by tha Mayor, action by the Council of the
District of Columbia to override the weto) as provided in
section 602(c)(2) of the District of Columbia
Self-Governmant and Governmental Reorganization Act,
approved Dacember 24, 1373 (87 Stat, 8137 D.C, Coda, sec.
1-233(c}(2), and publication in either the District of
Ceolumbia Reqgister, tha District of Columbia
Statutes-at-Large, ar the District of Lolumbia Municipal
Regulaticna.

rman
Council of the District of Columbia

_’),L )

e
Mavo
Diatrict Af Columbia

APPROVED: June é, 1988
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