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~OTICE 

.Ougereus Cog Alleruillent Act of 1988". 

Pur1Uut to Sect io n 41Z of the IIlstrlct of CoIullb!a Self ­

Go..,..rnlllent .nd !i01ernllenul Reorg.ntutfon Act. P. L. 93-198, 

"the Act". the Council of the DistrIct of Colullb l l .dopted 3 111 

Ne. 7-276 on flr.t .nd s.cond r~ldln9s. ~.y 17. 1988 ... nd May 

31, 1988. rUllecthely. Follo.tnll tile slgn.l.tur, of the Ma yor 

on June 9, 1988. this leghlitton "'IS '$Slgned Act No. 7-190, 

lIubllshed In trill June 24. 1988. edition of tht.!.:.£..:. R,glster, 

(Vel. 35 plge 4787) !nd tr!nultted to Congress on June 16. Igaa 

for I 50-dlY rt11 ••• tn Iccord,ne .... Ith S.etlon 502 ( c )( 2 ) of 

tht Act. 

Th e Council of t he III strict of Colullbll hereby glu$ not!c! 

t llllrifore. cl tn tillS IlI'llctlitnt is 

October 18. 1988. 

C.tes ' Countell Cu ... ln9 the 50-dar Cons ... eut o n,1 Re~jt .. Ptr loll; 

Jun, 16.17 .2C,21.22 .23.24.27 .28 .29.30 

Jul y 6,7.8.11.12.13 .14.25.2E.27 .28.29 

1,2,3.'.5.8.9.10.11 

Sept .. ber 7 .8.9.12, 13.14. 15. 16 .19.20.21.22.23.26.2 1 .28,29. 30 

Oc tcber 3.4,5.6.7.11.12.13 .14 .17 
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AN AC'l: 

D.C. ACT 7 - 19 0 

II fHE COUNCIL OF !E! DISTRICT or COLOMBIA ""'" .. 1. 
~ requlat& d.angerQus d00;8 in the District of Colwabia. to 

amend An Act To pr.,vect cruelty t() children or animals 
in the District of Columbia, and for othe:t' p~o:ses, 
and t.o make eont'orminq amendlllents to An Aet for ~. 
preservation of the public peace and protection of 
property within the 01stric:t of Columbia, An ACt. To 
create revenues in the District of Calumeia. by levying 
a tax apon all daqs therein, to !!14k. such doqs personal 
proper:ty. a.nd for other purposell, the Animal Control 
Act of 1979. and the District of Columbia Court Reform 
and Criminal Procedure Act of 1970. 

o:::tlll'ICU'ICN 
New Olapter 10;" 
ol Title 6 
(1989 $Upp. ) 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT or COLUMBIA, 
That this act may be cited as the ·Oangerous Doq Amendment 
Act of 1988-. 

Sec. 2. Oefinitions. 
1'or purposes of this act, the tartal 

(II (A) ·Oangerous dog- means any dog that: 
(1) Bas bitten or attacked a person or 

domestic aniMal without provocation; or 
(ii) In a menacing manner, approaches 

without provocation any person or domestic animal as it to 
attack, or has 4.monae%ated a propensity to attack without 
pr OVocation or otherwise to endanger the safety of human 
be1nqs or c10aIestic an1m&hl. 

(B) rhe term -danqerous dog- shall not 
include doqs used by law enforcement officials for 
leqit1mate law enforcement purposes. 

(2) "Serious injury" means any physical injury 
that results in broken bones or lacerations requiring 
multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery. 

(3) "Proper enclosure" means secure confinement 
iDdoors or secure confinement in a locked pen or structure 
measurinq at least 5 feet in Width, 10 feet in length, and 6 
feet in height, with secure sides and a secure top, which 
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from the elements " for the ~oq, is provides protection 
suitable to prevent 
d.signed to prevent 
owner's property. 

the entry of younq children, oIJ'ld is 
the ;ulima1 from a.c:aping- 'lihUe on e..'1.O! 

(4) · Owner- m.ans any p.rson, firm, corporation, 
organization, or deparcaaat po ••••• inq, harboring. ke.ping , 
hIving an interest in, or having control or custody o! 4 
4oq . 

(5 J - Illpolmd· !Ileana takan into the custody 
Yleyor of the District ot Columbia. 

Sec. 3. Determination of • dangerous dog. 

of t..ll.e 

(I) It the Ylayor has probAble cause to believe that 4 
dOli i •• danq_roul do<). the !Y.yor rN.y convene .. h •• rirq for 
the purpolle of detarm.ininq ",hathar the cl.oq in que.tion shall 
he declared & dangeroul cl.oq and to determine it the doq 
would constitute I l i qniticant thr.at to the public h •• 1th 
and iI.teq it return..:! to its QWner. Prior to a h •• ring , 
tb. MlI.Ycu: shall coDC1uC!:. or cause to be cOnducted an 
inve.tigation and shall provide reasonable notitication of 
Ua hearing to U. own.r. 

(b) Following notic. to Ue owner and prior to Ue 
he.ring, if tha Mayor has probable causa to belie?e that a 
dog is ,a dangerous dog and ~y po •• .n immediate ~eat of 
.erious har. tQ hum&n being' or othar domestiC animals, the 
~yor _y obtain a .earch wa:,:,ant pursuant to Rule 204 of 
the District of Colu=bia Superior Court Rules of Civil 
Procedure and i:lpound the doq pending disposi tion of the 
ca.e. The owner of the dog Shall be liable to the District 
for the costs and expenses of keepinq the dog. 

Ie) The hearinq .hall be held within no less than 5, 
and no more than 10 days, excluding holidays, Saturdays and. 
Sundays, afte:, service of notice upon the owner of the dog. 
The hearing shall be informal and open to the public. 1he 
owner shall have the opportunity to present eVidence as t o 
~hy the doq should. not be declared a dangerous dog or not 
determi ned to be a significant threat to the public health 
and .afsey if returnecl to its owner. The KaY01r _y d.ecide 
all i •• ues for or against the owner of the dog raqardless of 
whether the owner lails to appear at the hearing. 

(d) Within 5 day. attar the he~ing, the owner .hall 
be notified in writinq of the detenaination by the Mayor. 

(e) If the owner contests the determination, the owner 
may, Within S day. of the determination, bring a petition in 
the Superior Cou:'t of the District of Columbia seeking de 
novo review of the determination. A d.ecision by Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia shall not affect the 
Mayor's right to later decla:'e a dog to be a danqelrOus doq 
or to determine that the dog constitutas a threat to the 
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public health and safe:y, for any ~ubsequent actions of the 
aog. 

Sec. 4. CODS~enee. of a dangerous aoq aetermination. 
If a aetermination is made that a dog is a dangerous 

dog under seetion 3, the owner shall - cOlllply with the 
provisions of sections 5 and 6 and any other special 
security or care requirealents established. by the Mayor, and 
in accordance with a ttm. schedule established by the Mayor. 
A dangerous aoq determined to constitute a significant 
threat to the public nealth and safety if returned to it~ 
owner l114y be humanely destroyed. 

Sec. ,. DaDgerO~ dog registration requirements. 
~he Mayor shall issue a certificate of registration to 

tn. owner of a dangerou. dog if the owner •• tablishes' to the 
satisfaction of the, animal control agency thatr 

(1) ~e owner of the dangerous dog is 18 years of 
age or older: 

(2) A valid license has been issued for the 
dangerous dog pursuant to District law, 

(l) the dangerous dog has current vaccinations; 
(4) rhe owner of the aangerous dog has the 

written permission of the property owner where the dangerous 
dog will be kept: 

(5) ~he owner of the dangerous dog has a proper 
enclosure · to confine the dangerous dog: 

(6) the owner of the dangerous d09 has posted on 
the premises a clearly visible written warning sign that 
there is a dangerous dog on the property with a conspicuous 
warning symbol that informs children of the presence of a 
dangerous d09: . 

(7) The owner of the dangerous dog has secured a 
policy of liaDility insurance issued by an insurer qualified 
under District law in the amount of at least $50,000 
insuring the owner tor any personal injuries intlicted by 
the dangerous dog and containing a provision requiring the 
District to be named as an additional insured tor the sole 
pUrp<lse ot r.cplirinq the insur<Ulce cOlllpany to notify the 
District of any cancellation, termination, or expiration ot 
the liaDility insurance policy: 

(8) The dangerous dog has been presented to the 
appropriate agency to be pbotographed for identification 
purposesJ and 

(g I The owner has paid. <Ul annual fee in an a:nount 
to be d.termined by the Mayor, in addition to reqular dog 
licensing tees, to register the dangerous doq. 

Sec. 6. Dangerous doq owner responsibility. 
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It shall c. ~l&w#ul tor ~~e owner of II dangarous dog 
in the DiI'U'ict tOI 

(11 K •• p a danqaroua dog wi thout II valld 
certifieate of raqistrlltion issu.c undar section 5 of this 
act, 

III P.~it the 4~.roQ. doq eo ~ outside the 
proper enclosure Utl.llu!lS tha dangarollA doq i" u.n.r;!ar t..'l.e 
control of II respc;lnJlil:Ila persOn and 1. ~zled and 
restra1Ded by II .ub.toU1ti~ cnain or leash, not exceeding 4 
feet in lanqth. Tha muZZle ,hall be iliad. in II I:II.nner th .. t 
will not eause injury to th_ dangerous dog or intarfere with 
its Vision or respiration but Shall prevent it from biting 
~ Il~ bei:l9 or animal, 

(1) rail tQ not tty tha Mayor within 24 hours it II 
da..nqerollS doo; 1. on the loose, 1. unconfined, ru..& attacked 
oU10th<'ll;' animal, 11 •• attacked" human bainq, has died, has 
baan sold, or h •• baan given away. It the dangarous dog has 
been sold or qiven away the awn.r shall also provide the 
Mayor with the n .... addre ••• and e.l.phone nu.ber of ~~. 
!I..w awner of the d ... nqercus dOCJ: 

(4) rail to maintain the li~iliey insuranc. 
cova:z:'aqe raquirac1 under s.ction 5; or 

(5) Fail to surr.nder a danq.rous dog to the 
Mayor for • .ale confinesant pendinq .a d.position of the c ..... 
when th.re is a r .... 8On to beli.ve that the dangerous dog is 
a siqnific ... nt thr .... t to the public health and safety: or 

(6) Fail to comply with any special security o r 
care requirements est~lished by the Mayor pursuant to 
section 4. 

s.c. 7. P.nalti es. 
t a) An awner of ... dangeroul dog Who violat e . the 

provisions of s.ctions 5 and 6 shall be fined up to $300 tor 
the first offense and up to $500 for each subsequent 
otfense. 

(bl An awner ot a dangerous dog that cause •• erious 
injury to or kills a human b. i nq or a do~estic ... nim ... l 
without provocation Shall be tined up to $10.000. 

(c) A violation of thi. act shall be a civil 
infraction for purposes ' at tha Depar~ent at Consumer and 
Requlatory Affairs Civil Intractions Act at 1985. etfteceive 
October 5. 1985 (D.C. t.ct.w 6-411 D.C. CocI.e. sec. 6-1701 et 
~.) ( · C1vU Infractionlll ACt-). C1vil tines. p.naltii'i . 
and fe •• ~y be 1mpo.ed as .... nction. for any intr ... ction at 
the prOVisions ot this act. or the rule. issued under 
authority of this act. pursuant to T1tles I-III ot the C1vil 
I!l.traction. ~t. Adjudic ... tion at ... ny infractions shall be 
pursuant to T1tl •• I-III at th. Civ1l Infraction. Act. 

Cd) Chapte r 135, section 6 of An ACt To prevent 
cnlelty to children o r animals in the Di.r:.ric:r:. of ColUlllb1a, 
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and for other purposes, approved June 25, 1892 (27 Stat. 61, 
D.C. Code, sec. 22-810-) , is amended by striking -$250· and 
inserting the figure -S10,000· in its place. 

(e) Cbapter 310, section 10 of An Act tor the 
pre.ervation ot the public peace ~ protection of property 
within the District of COlumbia, approved July 29, 1892 (27 
Stat. 324: D.C. Code, sec. 22-1110), is amended by striking 
-$5- and inserting -$2,500- in its place. 

( t) The first sentence at section 9 ot An Act To 
create revenues in the District of Columbia by levying a tax 
upon all dogs therein, to make suen dogs personal property, 
and for other purposes, approved June 19, 167S (20 Stat. 
174: D.C. COde, sec. 22-1111(a)), is amended by striking 
-$20· ag4 ·$50· and inserting ·$5,000· an4 -$10,000· 
respectively. 

Sac. S. Annual d4nqaroWl dog licensinq drive: 
educational program. 

(a) The Mayor shall cOnduct an 41Ulual dAnqerous dog 
licensing dl:'ive in ordeJ:' to ensUJ:'e cQmpliance Ifith the 
pJ:'ovisiona of the DanqeJ:'oWl Deq Amendment ~t of 1985. 

tb) Within lS0 days of the effective date of the 
DanqeJ:'ous 009 Amendment Act of 19S5, the Mayor shall 
implement an educational campaign foJ:' the public on 
pJ:'ovisions of the Dangerous Doq Amendment Act of 19S8 and 
eXistinq lalfs concerninq animal control. 

Sec. 9. Amendments. 
tal Section 2(c) of the Animal Control Act of 1979, 

effective OctobeJ:' IS, 1979 (D.C. Law 3-30: D.C. Code, sec. 
6-1001 ( 3)), is ~nded to J:'ead as follows: 

-tc) The term -danqeJ:'oWl animal- means an anual that 
because of specific training OJ:' demonstJ:'ated behaviol:' 
thJ:'eatens the health OJ:' safety of the public. The teJ:'1D 
-dangeJ:'ous animal- shall not include a dangeJ:'OUs dog as 
defined in section 2(1) of the Dangerous Doq Amendment Act 
of 1988.-. 

tb) Subchapter t, section 23-501(2) of the District of 
Coluabia C~ Ret'Ol:'m and Criminal PJ:'ocedure Act of 1970, 
approved July 29, 1970 (84 Stat. 473: D.C. Code, sec_ 
23-501(2)), is amended by strikinq -.- and adding the phJ:'ase 
·0J:' animal contJ:'ol officer employed by the District of 
Coluabia. -. 

Sec. 10. Rules. 
The Mayor shall, pursuan~ to title 

Coluabia Adlllinistrative PJ:'ocedure A,,,, 
1968 t82 Stat. 1204, D.C. Code, sec_ 
rules to implemen~ the provisions of 
Amendment Act of 1988. 
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Sec. 11. effectiye Cate. 
This act sball take effect after a 50-day period of 

Congressional review following approval by the Mayor (or in 
the event of veto by the Hayor, action by the COuncil of the 
District of Columbia to override the veto) as provided in 
section 60Z(c)(2) of the District of Columbia 
Self-Government and Governmental ReorqaniZaeion Act, 
approved December 2', 1973 (87 Stat. 813, D.C. Code, sec. 
1-233(0)(2), and publication in either the District of 
Columbia Register, the District of 
StatuteS-At-Large, or the District Municipal 
Regulations. 

yor 
District 

APPROVED: June 9, 1988 

of the District of Columbia 
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