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D.C. LAW 8 - 80

MAR !. 5,,.1990

AN ACT

O.C. ACT-8 - 1

Codification,
New Chapter 16, Title 32
District of Columbia Code
(1990 Supplement)

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DEC ! 1989

To establish the eligibility of all residents of the
District of Columbia to be treated for substance abuse
when medically indicated, a comprehensive facility to
provide residential and outpatient treatment for
substance abuse, standards for certification of
substance abuse treatment programs, and to require the
Mayor to implement a substance abuse prevention and
public education campaign in the District of Columbia.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
That this act may be cited as the "District of Columbia
Substance Abuse Treatment and Prevention Act of 1989".

Sec. 2. Definitions.
For the purposes of this act, the term:

(1) "District" means the District of Columbia.
(2) "Drug" means any of the controlled substances

enumerated in sections 204, 206, 208, 210, or 212 of the
District of Columbia Uniform Controlled Substances Act of
1981, effective August 5, 1981 (D.C Law 4-29; D.C. Code,
secs. 33-514, 33-516, 33-518, 33-520, or 33-522).

(3) "Mayor" means the Mayor of the District of
Columbia.

(4) "Qualified health professional" means a
person licensed to practice in the District as a physician,
psychiatrist, psychologist, registered nurse, or independent
clinical social worker, pursuant to the District of Columbia
Health Occupations Revision Act of 1985, effective March 25,
1986 (D.C. Law 6-99; D.C. Code, sec. 2-3301.1 et seq.).

(5) "Resident" means any person who lives in the
District voluntarily and not for a temporary purpose and has
no intention of presently removing himself or herself from
the District. Temporary absence from the District, with
subsequent returns to the District, or intent to return when
the purposes of the absence have been accomplished shall not
interrupt continuity of residence. For the purpose of this

New, Section
32-1601



Original,

act, residency shall not depend upon the reason that the
individual entered the District except that it may bear on
whether he or she is in the District for a temporary
purpose.

(6) "Substance abuse" means a pattern of
pathological use of a drug or alcohol that causes impairment
in social or occupational functioning or produces
physiological dependency evidenced by physical tolerance or
physical symptoms when the drug or alcohol is not used.

(7) "Treatment facility" means the substance
abuse treatment facility established pursuant to section 4
of this act.

Sec. 3. Eligibility for treatment for substance abuse.
(a) Each District resident who meets the requirements

of this section shall be eligible for treatment for
substance abuse at the treatment facility, regardless of his
or her ability to pay, subject to the restriction in section
9 of this act, if the resident:

(I) Applies for treatment or is referred for
treatment by a court of competent jurisdiction; and

(2) Has been examined by a qualified health
professional who has determined that the individual needs
treatment for substance abuse in a non-hospital residential
setting.

(b) Any minor, pregnant woman, or the parent,
guardian, or other person who has legal custody of a minor
and who meets the requirements of this section shall have
priority for admission to the treatment facility over any
single adult who does not have a minor child.

(c) The determination of an individual’s need for
treatment may be made by a qualified health professional on
duty at the treatment facility or by any other qualified
health professional who has examined the individual prior to
the individual’s application or referral for admission.

Sec. 4. Establishment of substance abuse treatment
facility.

(a) Within 1 year from the effective date of this act,
the Mayor shall establish a comprehensive substance abuse
treatment facility to provide residential and outpatient
treatment for persons who suffer from substance abuse,
regardless of a person’s ability to pay.

(b) The treatment facility shall be under the
management of a director who shall be a qualified health
professional appointed by the Mayor.

(c) The treatment facility shall have an initial space
and staff capacity to admit at least 250 individuals for
inpatient treatment and provide appropriate follow-up
treatment on an outpatient basis, except that a minimum of

New, Section
32-1602

New, Section
32-1603



,-4
0

0

~0

0 0 4m ,, ,.n,-- O_c- .,--

~ (~ (1;-Pa (U ~ 0 0

~.~-’. ,-- �" ~D.. 0 0



~o~ed 0

approved October 21, 1968 (82 Stat. 1208; D.C. Code, sec.
1-1509), shall suspend or revoke the certification of a
substance abuse treatment facility upon a determination by
the Mayor that the substance abuse treatment facility is not
in substantial compliance with the requirements of
subsection (b) and subsections (c) or (d) of this section,
whichever is applicable. If the Mayor suspends
certification of a treatment facility pursuant to this
paragraph, the period of suspension shall be for a fixed
period of time and shall be specified by the Mayor in the
suspension order.

(f) The penalty for the operation of a substance abuse
treatment facility without the certification required by
this subsection shall be:

(I) A civil fine of not less than $i00 for each
day of operation without certification; and

(2) Revocation of the certificate of occupancy
issued by the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
for the premises occupied by the substance abuse treatment
facility.

Sec. 6. Financial assistance program.
(a) There is established within the District

government a program to provide financial assistance to any
person or organization that applies for financial assistance
to conduct a program of substance abuse prevention in
accordance with the applicable provisions of the District of
Columbia Procurement Practices Act of 1985, effective
December 3, 1985 (D.C. Law 6-85; D.C. Code, sec. 1-1181.1 et

(b) Any person or organization that applies for
financial assistance from the District government to conduct
a program of substance abuse prevention, education, or
counseling, as a condition of receiving assistance, shall
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Mayor that:

(I) The program has been developed in
consultation with a qualified health professional;

(2) The content of written, audiovisual, or other
information to be provided through the program is accurate,
current, and consistent with established medical or
scientific findings;

(3) The program will be carried out in accordance
with a systematic written plan that shall include goals,
timetables, and specific methods to measure the progress and
effectiveness of achieving the established goals; and

(4) The program meets any other criteria
established by rules issued pursuant to section 8(c).

(c) The requirements of section 5 and section 6(b)
shall not apply to:
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1-233(c)(i)), and publication in either the District of
Columbia Register, the District of Columbia
Statutes-at-Large, or the District of Columb Municipal
Regul ati ons.

Chairman
Council of the District of Columbia

~ayor
District

APPROVED:
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